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Priyanka Gandhi hits back
after PM Modi blames

Congress for Covid spread
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra slammed Prime Minister Narendra Modi
after he blamed Congress for egging on the
migrants to leave Mumbai in the first wave of
the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) pandemic,
which eventually led to the Covid-19 spread in
states like Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab
and Bihar. Reacting to the remarks, Priyanka
Gandhi asked whether the Prime Minister
wanted nobody to help them. "What did Modi ji
want? What does he want?" she asked

Speaking in Panaji on Monday, Priyanka
Gandhi said, "People whom he had deserted,
who had no way of returning to their homes,
who were coming back on foot - did he want
that nobody should help them? What did Modi
ji want? What does he want? What about the
big rallies he did?" as per ANI report. Who's
Cong UP CM candidate? Watch how Priyanka
Gandhi backtracks on big hint

Congress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi has made a U-turn over her remarks
about being party's face in Uttar Pradesh. In
response to a question yesterday about
whether she is the CM face of the party in Uttar
Pradesh, Priyanka had responded by saying
that there is no other face other than her which
is visible in the state.

PM invokes Nehru to corner
Congress in House

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday
repeatedly invoked Jawaharlal Nehru, coun-
try’s first PM, as he spoke on a range of issues
ranging from price rise to responsibilities of
people to defend the “idea of India”. In his reply
in the Lok Sabha to the debate on motion of
thanks on President’s Address, Modi invoked
Nehru to either defend his government or take
aim at the Congress. Opposition Congress has
been accusing Modi and the current disposi-
tion of undermining Nehru's legacy and his
contributions to making of modern India.
Stating he is accused of not mentioning Nehru's
name enough, Modi quipped that he will fulfil
the wishes of the Congress. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today invoked country's first
premier Jawaharlal Nehru to counter Congress
party on inflation and duties of the citizens. PM
Modi took a jibe at Congress for accusing him
of not invoking the Nehru and his contribution.
The PM was speaking in Lok Sabha on the
motion of thanks to President's address, Watch
the video for more...

“I will repeatedly take Nehru ji's name
today. It will be Nehru and only Nehru. You
should enjoy,” Modi said amid cheer from
treasury benches. When Congress leaders like
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury demanded that Modi
talk about inflation, the PM said, “Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru said from the Red Fort that
‘There is a Korean war and it can affect us. If
some disturbance takes place in the US, it too
can affect us! He had given us up on controlling
inflation. Imagine our first PM saying this when
the world was not at all globalised,” Modi said.

He accused the Congress for failing to con-
trol double-digit inflation during most part of
the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) rule and
said his government is committed to keep infla-
tion under control

Later in his speech, while talking about
responsibilities of a government.

S Korean envoy on Hyundai tweet
in Pak;, says it's ‘unacceptable’

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Social media posts by the Pakistan
distributor of Hyundai Motors sup-
porting the Islamabad-backed
Kashmir Solidarity Day triggered a
diplomatic row, with India sum-
moning the South Korean ambas-
sador to lodge a strong protest over
the matter.

The matter also figured in a
phone conversation on Tuesday
between external affairs minister S
Jaishankar and South Korea’s for-
eign minister Chung Eui-yong, who
called his Indian counterpart in an
effort to clear the air on the issue
and to contain the fallout of the
spat.

Pakistan has observed the
Kashmir Solidarity Day on
February 5 since 2004 to express
its support to separatists backing
the merger of Jammu and Kashmir
with Pakistan. Islamabad says it
offers political, diplomatic and
moral support to the Kashmiri peo-
ple but New Delhi has for long
accused the Pakistani side of
fomenting unrest and supporting
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir,

South Korean foreign minister Chung Eui-yong dialled external affairs minister S Jaishankar

and beyond.

The distributor of Hyundai
Motors was among the several
Pakistani and multinational compa-
nies that posted messages on

Twitter and Facebook supporting
the Kashmir Solidarity Day on
Saturday. The messages initially
sparked outrage on social media,
and there were numerous mes-

sages from Indian users calling for
a boycott of the South Korean com-
pany and accusing it of supporting
terrorism. The external affairs min-
istry summoned South Korean

) Over social media posts by

Hyundai Pakistan. On

Monday, the external
affairs ministry summoned the
envoy in Delhi to lodge strong
protest over the matter.

ambassador Chang Jae-bok on
Monday and conveyed the “strong
displeasure of the government on
the unacceptable social media post
by Hyundai Pakistan”, according to
ministry spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi. “It was highlighted that this
matter concerned India’s territorial
integrity on which there could be no
compromise,” Bagchi said India
expects Hyundai Motor to take
“appropriate action to properly
address these issues”, he added.
South Korean foreign minister
Chung Eui-yong also telephoned
Jaishankar on Tuesday morning.
“While they discussed several
issues, the South Korean foreign
minister also conveyed that they
regretted the offence caused to the
people and government of India by

the social media post.

Opposition unlikely to bring up Pegasus
issue during rest of Budget Session

The Pegasus spyware controversy disrupted Parliament’s Monsoon Session last year.

@ The issue was back

in the news after the
New York Times on
January 28 reported
that the government
purchased Pegasus
in 2017 as a part of a
$2-billion deal with
Israel

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Opposition is unlikely to
take up the Pegasus spyware
issue during the remaining
part of Parliament’s ongoing
Budget Session even as indi-
vidual lawmakers may raise it
as the government has said it
is sub-judice and refused any
debate on the matter. The
issue was back in the news
after the New York Times on
January 28 reported the gov-
ernment purchased Pegasus
in 2017 as a part of a $2-bil-
lion deal with Israel for mili-
tary hardware and intelli-
gence tools. The report trig-

gered a fresh storm in India
two days before the start of the
session.

“The Supreme Court is
looking into the issue.
Moreover, the government
has not agreed to any debate
on Pegasus saying the matter
is sub-judice. There is little
scope to raise it’ said a
Congress strategist, request-
ing anonymity.

The Supreme Court set
up an expert committee of
computer science, cybersecu-

experts under the supervision
of retired judge R V
Raveendran to probe into the
matter in October. This came
months after an international
consortium of media outlets in
July reported phones of Indian
ministers, politicians, activists,
businessmen, and journalists
were among the 50,000 that
were potentially targeted by
Pegasus hacking software.
The spyware controversy dis-
rupted Parliament’s Monsoon

Kejriwal appeals to give a chance to ‘AAP’ in
Uttarakhand Not asking you to join AAP

@® You gave 10 years

Remain loyal to the party you are in but vote for AAP: Arvind Kejriwal

Session last year as the
Opposition sought a debate
and reply from Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. The govern- : C 1at
grammes in medicine. A

ment insisted illegal snooping
was impossible. Parliament
usually refrains from dis-
cussing matters

there is no bar on taking them
up.Parliamentary affairs min-

ister Pralhad Joshi on January : Janata Party (BJP)
i Janata Par sup-

31 said there was no scope for
a separate discussion or
debate on the Pegasus issue

during the Budget Session as :
e udg peln(riling i Assembly has adopted the
¢ anti-NEET bill It was previ-

the matter was
before the court.
An Opposition lawmaker
said they had other issues to
highlight in the
Session. “Price rise and unem-
ployment are two important

issues and as lawmakers, it is :

our responsibility to raise :

people’s issues,” said the law- | sent to the Governor RN

¢ Ravi for the second time. He

Even as a section of the i hadreturned it on February

Congress and the Left was i e St
' to reconsider it. The resolu-

maker, requesting anonymity.

keen to raise.

Tamil Nadu Assembly again
adopts anti-NEET bill

! CHENNAI : (AGENCY)

pending i the purpose

before the courts even as ; Which the bill

Budget
dget admissions to MBBS and

i The Tamil Nadu Assembly
i on Tuesday adopted the bill
i against  the

National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) to admit stu-
dents to undergraduate pro-

special assembly ses-
sion was convened for
during
was
adopted by voice vote.
All the political parties,
except the Bharatiya

ported the bill
This is the second
time that the Tamil Nadu

ously passed in September
last year to scrap the
entrance exam and enable

BDS based on Class 12

marks.
The bill will now be

1, asking the state legislature

tion for the passage of the
bill was piloted by chief
minister MK Stalin.
Speaking in the assem-
bly, Stalin said that NEET
"sends students to the ceme-
tery and to jail" and "dis-
criminates marginalised
students”. The chief minis-

ter, referring to the commu-
nique of Governor Ravi on
the return of the bill said
the reasons adduced by him
were not correct.

During the discussion
over the bil], the house wit-
nessed din twice when
AIADMK's C Vijayabaskar,
health minister in the previ-
ous regime, traced the ori-
gin of NEET to Congress-led
UPA regime in 2010 which
was opposed by the
Congress members.

'Immaturity shown by some opposition
leaders left India disappointed’: PM Modi

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday
hailed the discipline shown by the people of

made by Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury”. It was
in reference to the interruptions made by

Chowdhury during PM Modi’s reply in the
Lok Sabha on Monday, after which the PM

to Congress, 11 to
BJP but they both
wreaked havoc on
the people and hin-
dered the develop-
ment of
Uttarakhand:
Arvind Kejrwal

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

AAP National Convenor and
Delhi Chief Minister Shri
Arvind Kejriwal appealed to
BJP and Congress support-
ers to give a chance to Aam
Aadmi Party in Uttarakhand.
He promised to transform
the Devbhoomi in 5 years.
He stated — [ am not asking
you to join AAP, remain
loyal to the party you are in
but vote for AAP. You gave
10 years to Congress, 11 to

BJP but they both wreaked
havoc on the people and
hindered the development
of Uttarakhand. Being a fair-
ly new party, AAP is bring-
ing in a fresh perspective
with an honest CM candi-
date. We have proved our
potential in Delhi, and will
do the same here.

Aam Aadmi Party has
new ideas and a compre-
hensive agenda for the
development and prosperi-
ty of Uttarakhand.
Supporters of BJP-Congress
will also benefit from free
education and healthcare,
24x7 free electricity, and
unemployment allowance:
Giving the BJP or Congress
five more years will not
change anything; the gov-
ernment will continue to
function as before, and cor-
ruption will continue to

thrive. Uttarakhand owes
72 thousand crores as debt
thanks to the debacles of the
BJP & Congress over 21
years. Along with the myri-
ad of advancements, AAP

will  not only make
Uttarakhand debtfree, but
also profitable like

Delhi.AAP National
Convenor and Delhi Chief
Minister ~ Shri  Arvind
Kejriwal said, “Today I'd like
to address all supporters of
the BJP and the Congress. It
is my appeal to you to
remain loyal to the party
you are in. We are not ask-

ing you to abandon your
parties and join the Aam

Aadmi Party.
Our one request to
you, the people of

Uttarakhand, is that this
election season, you vote for
us, regardless of your party
allegiance to BJP or the
Congress or any other party.

This time, for once, |
appeal to the people to push
the button for AAP while
voting” He continued,
“Congress was given 10
years by its voters. What did
their government achieve
or provide for you in these
10 years? Did they work for
the state’s progress, for its
people and their families?
Did the Congress work on
improving the education
sector for your children?
Did they provide jobs to the
youth?

the country in fight against the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) pandemic. Replying to
the debate on motion of thanks in the Rajya
Sabha to President Ram Nath Kovind’s
address to Parliament,
the Prime Minister @
rebutted the allegations [=
made by the opposition
parties about unemploy-
ment and inflation.
Taking a swipe at the
opposition parties, the
Prime Minister said that
the setback and disap-
pointment due to losses
in elections should not be
thrust upon the people of
the country just for the sake of doing poli-
tics.

He said that those sitting in opposition
benches should work for their respective
areas, instead of sulking over their defeats.

Leader of the opposition and Congress’
Mallikarjun Kharge protested the com-
ments made by the Prime Minister, to which
the PM replied “do not make the mistake

launched a scathing attack on Congress and
other opposition parties. The Prime
Minister further said that India’s efforts in
tackling Covid-19 are being appreciated
across the world PM
Modi also quoted verses
from one of former
+ Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s
poems, which he said
show India’s prowess.

“The  humankind
== has never seen a pan-
demic like Covid-19 in
the last 100 years. The
crisis changes its forms
and creates trouble for
the people; the entire country and world are
fighting against it” PM Modi said. “When
Covid-19 began, it was being discussed
what will happen to India. It was also dis-
cussed what will be impact on world due to
India. But due to the willpower and disci-
pline of the 1.3 billion people of the country,
efforts of India are being appreciated
across the world” he added.



7 |OPEN SEARCH

ENGLISH DAILY | NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 09, 2022
Supreme Court Raps Tripura Cops For

'Harassing" People Over Online Posts

NEW DELHI: (AGENCY)

Supreme Court? What else is this if
this is not harassment? Otherwise,

appearance under Section 41A
(Notice of appearance before police

The Supreme Court on Monday
pulled up Tripura Police over the
notices sent to people for social
media posts about alleged commu-
nal violence in the state despite its
interim restraining order and cau-
tioned it for "harassing" parties
against whom police sent pre-
arrest notice.

A Bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Surya Kant
warned the counsel for the appear-
ing for the state of Tripura that if
Police did not refrain from "harass-
ing people", and said it would sum-
mon the Home Secretary and the
concerned police officials.

"When we have passed an
order, how dare you not implement
it. We will ask your Home Secretary
and other officers to be present on
the screen next time. At least show
deference to our order when we
have handled an issue

It further said, "Inform the
Superintendent of Police not to
harass people like this. Why should
somebody be required to run to the

we will call SP to court and make
him answerable if we find he is try-
ing to evade compliance by issuing
notices to the people.”

The top court was hearing a
plea filed by journalist Samiullah
Shabbir Khan against a notice
issued by Tripura Police seeking his

officer) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. Advocate Sharukh Alam,
appearing for Khan, argued that on
January 10 the top court passed an
interim order restraining the police
from acting against the journalist's
tweets. The top court in its order
today stated, "The counsel for the

petitioner, states that the order
dated 10 January 2022 passed by
this court, though reported widely,
has formally remained to be served
on the superintendent of police."

"Be that as it may, a notice
under section 41 A of the CrPC on
January 29, 2022, was issued
requiring the attendance of the peti-
tioner today. Since the petitioner
has already been protected by the
previous order of this court dated
10 January 2022, no further steps
shall be taken in pursuance of the
notice under section 41 A, pending
further orders," it added.

At the end of the hearing
Solicitor General, Tushar Mehta
intervened and assured the bench
that the court's order will be com-
plied with.

"I assure this bench that the

state.

order of this court will be respected
with utmost sanctity' Mehta said
On January 10, the top court had
restrained Tripura Police from act-
ing on its notice twitter Inc with
regard to a journalist's tweet about
alleged communal violence in the

No Increase In Petrol,
Diesel Duties For 3 Years:
BJP's Goa Manifesto

PANAJI (GOA): (AGENCY)

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Tuesday released the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) manifesto for the ensuing Goa Assembly polls
which comprises 22 promises including "no increase in
state duties for three
years on petrol and
diesel"

The party in its
manifesto promised
three free gas cylin-
ders to every house-
hold in a year, hous-
ing for all, state duties
on diesel and petrol
prices  will  not
increase for the next three years, funds will be given to
every Gram Panchayat and Municipality to boost infra-
structure to improve ease of living, making Goa the
Perfect Tourism Destination, making state a football des-
tination, among others.

The party said that to incorporate grassroots sug-
gestions in the 'people-centric’ manifesto, Sankalp boxes
were sent across the state where people submitted their
feedback and expectations. Goa will go to the Assembly
polls on February 14. The counting of votes will take
place on March 10.

Mumbai Curbs To Go By
Month-End, Says Mayor: "We
Have Made Up Our Minds"

MUMBAL: (AGENCY)

Amid a slide in Mumbai's daily Covid counts, the city's
civic body, Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)
has decided to ease curbs on outdoor activities and
unlock the city by the end of this month. "There is good
news for Mumbaikars. Mumbai will be unlocked by the
end of this month. We have made up our minds, Mumbai
Mayor Kishori Pednekar, according to Ms Pednekar,
however, added a cautionary note and urged people not
to let the guard down to prevent another spike in cases.
"It is essential for the people to wear masks and observe
social distancing," she said.

This comes after the Maximum City's Covid case
counts, which saw a surge during the pandemic's third
wave over past one month, steadily dropped over the
past week, with the city's recording 356 cases in yester-
day's bulletin. Prior to that, the city had recorded daily
case counts of 536 and 643 over the bulletins issued on
Sunday and Saturday, respectively. The Mumbai civic
body's move to ease Covid restrictions comes after the
Maharashtra government relaxed curbs in 11 districts
where cases had dropped. Earlier this month, the city
had eased several curbs on outdoor activities and
opened up beaches, gardens and parks. It had also given
a go-ahead to spas and salons to resume operation at
50% capacity. The night curfew had been lifted and
restaurants were allowed to operate at 50% capacity.
The civic body had also allowed amusement parks and
swimming pools to open at 50% capacity.

Railways Ran More Migrant
Trains From Gujarat Than
Maharashtra: NCP MP

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

NCP MP Supriya Sule on Tuesday criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for accusing the opposition of
inciting migrants to flee from Mumbai during the COVID-
19 lockdown, and claimed more trains were operated
from Gujarat than Maharashtra for migrant workers
during the pandemic-related curbs.

PM Modi said in the Lok Sabha on Monday that the
Congress "crossed all limits" during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and accused the party of instigating and scaring
innocent labourers into fleeing to their native states from
Mumbai.

He was replying to the debate on Motion of Thanks
to President Ram Nath Kovind's address to the joint sit-
ting of Parliament.

The Congress currently shares power with the Shiv
Sena and NCP in Maharashtra. Talking to reporters in
New Delhi on Tuesday, Ms Sule said it is painful to see
Prime Minister Narendra Modi targeting Maharashtra,
that significantly contributed to his party winning 18
Lok Sabha seats in the 2019 general elections.

BENGALURU: (AGENCY)

All schools and colleges in
Karnataka will be shut for
the next three days amid
the row over wearing hijab
by students. Chief Minister
Basavaraj S Bommai tweet-
ed he has ordered all high
schools and colleges to
remain shut "to maintain
peace and harmony". The
Karnataka High Court is
hearing petitions filed by
five women from a govern-
ment college in Udupi, ques-
tioning hijab restrictions.

The high court, which
heard the matter today, will
continue the hearing
tomorrow. The court also
asked students and the pub-
lic at large to maintain
peace. "This court has full
faith in the wisdom and
virtue of public at large and
it hopes that the same
would be put to practice,
Justice  Dixit  Krishna
Shripad said.

Just before the court
proceedings ended today,
the Chief Minister tweeted,
"I appeal to all the students,
teachers and management

49 Convicted, 28 Acquitted In 2008
Ahmedabad Serial Blasts Case

AHMEDABAD: (AGENCY)

A special court here on
Tuesday convicted 49
accused in the case of
Ahmedabad serial blasts in
2008 in which 56 people
were killed and over 200
suffered injuries. Judge A R
Patel also acquitted 28
other accused, giving them
the benefit of doubt, in the
case pertaining to 21 syn-
chronised blasts that had
rocked the city in Gujarat.

The hearing to decide
the quantum of sentence for
the convicted persons will
start from Wednesday, the
court said

Those convicted by the
court include Safdar Nagori,
Javed Ahmed, Atikur
Rehman. The court, which
gave the verdict in the ter-
ror incident after 13 years,
had concluded the trial
against the 77 accused in
September 2021.

The 49 accused were
convicted under Section 16
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, which

deals with terrorism, and
other provisions of the
stringent act, as well as
Indian Penal Code Sections
302 (murder) and 120-B

(criminal conspiracy), spe-
cial public prosecutor Amit
Patel said

He said the prosecu-
tion had cited the incident
as an act of terrorism, and
as many as 547 charge
sheets were filed and 1,163
witnesses examined during
the course of trial

"The court acquitted

Kerala High Court Upholds Centre's
Telecast Ban On Malayalam News
Channel MediaOne

KOCHI: (AGENCY)

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday  upheld the

Centre's decision to bar tele-
cast of Malayalam news
channel MediaOne. Justice

N Nagaresh dismissed the
plea of Madhyamam
Broadcasting Ltd -- which
operates MediaOne -- chal-
lenging the central govern-
ment's January 31 decision.
The court said that the deci-
sion of the Ministry of
Home Affairs to deny secu-
rity clearance was based on

the intelligence inputs
received from various
agencies.

The Centre, during the
arguments on Monday, had
contended that a security
clearance once issued can-
not continue forever.

The central govern-
ment had previously told
the court that the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA)
denied security clearance to
MediaOne over national
security concerns based on
intelligence inputs.

The channel, on the
other hand, contended that
MHA clearance was only
required at the time for
fresh permission/license
and not at the time of
renewal It had also con-
tended that, according to
the uplinking and down-
linking guidelines.

28 accused, giving them the
benefit of doubt. Further
details will be clear from the
judgement, which we have
not yet gone through,” he

said

Among those acquitted
are Mohammad Irfan, Nasir
Ahmad and Shakeel Ahmed.
All the accused attended the
court proceedings on
Tuesday through video con-
ferencing from different
jails. They will also remain
present virtually during the
hearing on the quantum of

sentence, Patel said. The
trial began in December
2009 against 78 people
connected to the banned
terror outfit Indian
Mujahideen (IM). The num-
ber of accused later came
down to 77, after one of
them turned approver.

Four more accused
were arrested later, but
their trial has not yet com-
menced, a senior govern-
ment lawyer said.

Fifty six people were
killed and over 200 injured
in 21 blasts that hit the city
within a span of 70 minutes
on July 26, 2008.

The police had claimed
that people associated with
the IM, a faction of radicals
of the banned Students
Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI), were involved in the
blasts.

It was alleged that the
IM terrorists had planned
these blasts as a revenge for
the 2002 post-Godhra riots,
in which several persons
from the minority commu-
nity had died.

STATE

Hijab Row: All Schools And Colleges
In Karnataka Shut For 3 Days

of schools and colleges as
well as people of Karnataka
to maintain peace and har-
mony. | have ordered clo-
sure of all high schools and
colleges for next three days.
All concerned are request-
ed to cooperate.” I appeal to
all the students, teachers
and management of schools
and colleges as well as peo-
ple of karnataka to maintain
peace and harmony. I have
ordered closure of all high
schools and colleges for
next three days. All con-
cerned are requested to
cooperate. The  hijab
protests began last month at
the Government Girls PU
College in Udupi when six
students alleged that they

had been barred from class-
es for insisting on wearing
the headscarf. Rightwing
groups in Udupi and
Chikkamagaluru objected to
Muslim girls wearing the
hijab to class. On Friday and
Saturday last, a group of stu-
dents marched to their col-
lege  wearing saffron
scarves.

The protests escalated
today after groups of pro-
testers threw stones at each
other and students at a col-
lege put up a saffron flag. Ata
college in Mandya, a Muslim
girl stood her ground as a
large number of saffron scarf
wearing boys heckled her
and shouted slogans of "Jai
Shri Ram".

Rebel MLAs Join Tripura
Congress, BJP Says Conspiracy
To Topple Government

GUWAHATI: (AGENCY)

Two Tripura rebel BJP
MLAs including top leader
Sudip Roy Barman have
joined the Congress. The
BJP has called it a conspira-
cy to topple the govern-
ment.

Mr Barman and Ashis
Kumar Saha joined the
Congress at the home of
party leader Rahul Gandhi
in Delhi in the presence of
party General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.
Congress in-charge of
Tripura Ajoy Kumar was
also present. Mr Barman
had a detailed discussion
with  Priyanka Gandhi
before joining Congress.

"Many MLAs are ready
but perhaps they want to
wait for a few more months
due to technicality.
Everyone is disillusioned
with the party. 1 feel
Tripura can go to polls
along with Gujarat and
Himachal" said Mr Barman
after joining Congress.

Mr Barman and Mr

Saha resigned from the BJP
on Monday. It was clear the
two were likely to join the
Congress, but no specific
information was shared on
Monday.

They are supposed to
return to Tripura on
February 12 to make a for-
mal announcement.

Tripura government
spokesperson  Sushanta
Chowdhury said, "This is a
conspiracy to topple the BJP
governmentbut it won't
come true. Our ardent call
to all BJP karyakartas in
Tripura is to protect this
government."

Mr Chowdhury, who
was once a close aide of Mr
Barman, is now among
Chief Minister Biplab Deb's
close aides. "They are trying
to help the Left come back
to power. But we are very
comfortable number wise,"
Mr Chowdhury added
Congress sources have said
at least six more BJP MLAs
are in touch with them for a
switch before the Tripura
polls next year.

Navjot Sidhu Would've Been Right
Choice For Pun]ab His Wife Says

AMRITSAR: (AGENCY)

Congress leader Navjot Kaur
Sidhu today said that her
husband and party's Punjab
chief Navjot Singh Sidhu
would have been the right
choice for Chief Minister's
face for the upcoming
Assembly elections. On
being asked if Rahul Gandhi
was misled on making the
decision for chief minister's
face of Punjab, Navjot Kaur
replied in the affirmative.
"Yes...education should
be counted for choosing
someone at such a high
position. Navjot Sidhu
would've been the right
choice (for CM), irrespec-
tive of him being my hus-
band," she added. Declaring
incumbent Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi as

the chief ministerial candi-
date from Congress for the
upcoming Punjab polls,

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi had said that the
state needs someone who
understands poverty and
hunger.

The announcement
came after months of spec-
ulation around the Chief
Ministerial face of Congress

between Mr Channi and
state Congress chief Navjot
Singh Sidhu. Ahead of the
announcement, the
Congress Punjab chief while
addressing the rally had
said that he will accept
Rahul Gandhi's decision.

"If I am given the deci-
sion-making power, 1 will
finish the mafia, improve
peoplke's lives. If not given

power, I will walk with a
smile with whomever you
make CM, I accept Rahul
Gandhi's decision,” Mr
Sidhu had said. Mr Channi
was picked as Chief
Minister after Captain
Amarinder Singh resigned
from the post in September
last year amid unending
infighting in the party. The
parting was on a bitter note
and Amarinder Singh has
formed his own party to
fight the polls.

Amarinder Singh's
Punjab Lok Congress Party
is contesting the election in
alliance with Bharatiya
Janata Party and Shiromani
Akali Dal (Sanyukt).

Punjab will go to the
polls on February 14 and
the counting of votes will
take place on March 10.

PM's Fixation With "Namaste Trump" Event Led To Covid Spread In Country: NCP

MUMBAL: (AGENCY)

A day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused the
opposition of scaring
migrant workers into flee-
ing to their native states
from Mumbai during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
Maharashtra minister
Nawab Malik on Tuesday
hit back claiming the PM's
fixation with the 'Namaste
Trump' event was responsi-
ble for the coronavirus
spread in the country.

In February 2020, the
then US President Donald
Trump had visited India
and also addressed a public
gathering at a stadium in
Ahmedabad as part of the
'Namaste Trump' event. PM

Modi said in the Lok
Sabha on Monday that
the Congress "crossed all
limits" during the COVID-
19 pandemic, and
accused the party of
instigating and scaring
innocent labourers into
fleeing to their native
states from Mumbai. Mr
Malik, who is also the
NCP's chief spokesper-
son, on Tuesday said,
“When the Maharashtra
government was asking
for a ban on international

flights, your (PM Modi' s)

own health minister (Dr
Harsh Vardhan at that time)
was stressing that the coro-
navirus infection will not
spread” "Modi, in his fixa-
tion with the 'Namaste

Trump' event, invited peo-
ple from across the globe to
India and it spread the
coronavirus infection in all
parts of the country, he
claimed. “Prime Minister
Modi is responsible for the

spread of the coronavirus
in the country” Mr Malik
alleged. The Congress cur-
rently shares power with
the Shiv Sena and NCP in
Maharashtra. “You (Modi)
said that we paid for the

tickets of migrants. It is
true, but you organised
the special trains and we
paid for the tickets. We
bore the cost of train tick-
ets because you wanted to
collect money from the
migrant labourers and
workers,” Mr Malik
claimed

“When the migrant
workers were walking to
their native places, the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had deployed buses
for the first time to help
the workers reach home.
The Bihar government had
also done the same. When
the lockdown was imposed,
you asked people to clang
thalis,” the NCP leader point-
ed out.

He further said that PM
Modi had announced the
lockdown "without any con-
sideration or thinking about
consequences of the deci-
sion. "Crores of people suf-
fered because of such a
decision,” he said

“The Maharashtra gov-
ernment provided food,
water and even paid for
their (migrant workers)
tickets. You did not provide
the train service free of
cost” Mr Malik said.

“We even operated
special bus services for the
migrant workers so that
they could reach their
native places. We were the
ones who stood by the
migrant workers,” the min-
ister said.
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53000 Tulips Bulbs & 10500 other preciouse species
start Blooming aal over NDMC's Prominent Areas

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

To enhance the beauty of
NDMC area, Vice Chairman,
New Delhi Municipal
Council, Shri Satish
Upadhyay informed that 63
thousand 5 hundred flow-
ers of different species viz
53000 Tulip, 7000 Lilies
and 3500 of Ilex and Freesia
flowers species of Holland
Country and planted all over
NDMC'’s prominent
places.While giving the
details Shri Upadhyay said
the locations where the
Tulip and Lilies are planted
are Central Park, NDMC
Headquarter, Windsor Place
roundabout, Talkatora
Garden, infront of Vice
President Bunglow (Akbar
Road and Maulana Azad
Road), 11 Murti etc.Shri
Upadhyay informed that
the major attraction covers
both sides of Shanti Path
around covering 500 metre
stretch area.

The flowers are also
blooming near American
Embassy as well as Canada
Embassy at roundabout of
Rose Garden. The flower of
other species including lily
and tulip are also planted at

Lodhi Garden and AIIMS cir-
cle. Strips of tulips have also
planted along the fountain in
Central Park. He said plant-
ed tulip are in colour of
white, yellow, red, pink,
orange, purple, yellow-red
and white-red whereas
lilies are in yellow and
white.

He ensures that the
Lutyens’ Delhi area remains
colourful throughout the
spring season.While giving
the  technical details
Director(Horticulture), Shri
S.Chellaiah said that the
tulip start blooming a week

www.opensearch.co.in

before and it will remain 25
days depends on weather
condition.

He said NDMC has
broughtup this project to
plant tulip flowers in NDMC
area four years ago. He said
there is so much challenge
for us with tulip bulbs as it
required 15 days chilling
temperature minimum 5
degree temperature to
sprout it by breaking dor-
mancy. In view of this chal-
lenge NDMC had purchased
pre-treated and pre-pro-
gramme flowers that are
easily survived in erratic

condition.Shri Upadhyay
appreciates the team of
Horticulture Department
for doing the great effort by
enhancing the beauty and
making New Delhi area
clean, green and aspira-
tional to live.

He said presently the
council maintains 1,450-
acre Green Area, 7 Major
Parks in its area like Central
Park, Lodhi Garden,
Talkatora Garden, Nehru
Park, Sanjay Jheel 2 Rose
Gardens on Shanti Path, 122
Colony Parks, 6 Nurseries,
981 CPWD Parks, 51
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Roundabouts, 14 Markets
Gardens and about 15,000

Avenue trees.Shri
Upadhyay said the
response of these precious
flowers is excellent from
every walk of life. He said
while seeing these beautiful
flowers not only gives the
vibes of positive mindset
but also give happiness
whenever passing from
there.

He said NDMC'’s this
initiative creating happi-
ness when life gets hard
and play the role of light in
the darkness. People are

capturing these moments
by taking photographs on
regular basis but also social
media, print and electronic
media keep focusing the
beauty of Lutyens Delhi.

Shri Upadhyay said
previously these flowers
were only spotted at
Rashtrapati Bhawan and as
desired by the Rashtrapati,
it was tried in the public
area of NDMC.

He said in India NDMC
is first civic body who did
plant these precious flow-
ers. No other civic body
planted these in public
area.

He said NDMC is role
model for other municipali-
ties and recognized for its
greenery, which not only
creates island of soothing
effect but also takes care of
heating effect and air &
dust pollution to certain
extent.

Shri Upadhyay urges
to the visitors to enjoy the
beauty of Holland flower in
splendid avenue roads and
lush greens New Delhi
area. He said avoid pluck-
ing them so that NDMC
may introduce more vari-
eties in future.

Delhi Police chief warns
against use of political clout
to get desired post

New Delhi: OPEN SEARCH

Delhi Police commissioner
Rakesh Asthana has issued
directions making the use
of political or outside influ-
ence to seek a desired trans-
fer or posting by police per-
sonnel a punishable act that
can attract disciplinary

=

enquiry.

The directions along
with the procedure to be
followed by the authorities
with regard to the violation
of the directives were
issued through a standing
order by the police commis-
sioner on January 27.

“A  similar standing
order was issued in 2012 by
the then police commis-
sioner. After that, the inter-
vention of politicians and
other influential persons in
service related matter had
stopped for a while. But it
resumed again and the
present police chief had
been frequently receiving
requests from outsiders...,”

said a senior officer who
asked not to be named.
According to the six-
point guidelines given in the
order, if any written request
or recommendation regard-
ing transfer or posting of
any police personnel is
received by police head-
quarters or any office, “a
copy of such letter should

. | be placed on the police

| personnel’s personal
| file”, and similar copies
forwarded to the discipli-
nary authority con-
cerned and his/her
reporting officer. “A
show cause notice for
censure shall be issued
to the member concerned
by the disciplinary authori-
ty and suitable follow-up
action taken. If such letters
are received repeatedly, a
departmental enquiry for
major punishment may be
initiated,” said the order.

According to the order,
it should also be mentioned
in the official’s annual con-
fidential reports (ACRs), a
document vital for career
advancement. In the case of
verbal recommendations,
the order requires officers
to make a similar written
note in the personal file of
the officer concerned, giv-
ing details of the caller, and
date and time of the
request.

No hesitancy, only 0.1% may
not take 2nd jab: Govt study

Delhi has already achieved 100% coverage for the first dose of vaccination.

New Delhi: OPEN SEARCH

Only about 0.1% of the people eligible
for the second dose of Covid-19 vacci-
nation have refused to take the shot,
citing reasons like severe side-effects
from the first dose and migration to
other states, a Delhi government

analysis has shown.

A senior health department offi-
cial said that this indicates there is
negligible vaccine hesitancy among
people in Delhi, unlike the situation in

other smaller states.

“A very small portion of the popu-
lation has refused second doses citing
reasons including severe side effects
from the first vaccination dose and
migration. When the vaccination pro-
gramme began, many people from the
NCR towns of Noida, Gurgram,
Faridabad etc, who were not finding
vaccination slots in their states, were
coming into Delhi to get their first

doses,” said the official

Delhi has already achieved 100%
coverage for the first dose of vaccina-
tion, and officials said that they have
already administered second doses to
around 85% of Delhi residents. Data
from government’s Co-Win dashboard
showed that Delhi has so far adminis-
tered 30,078,643 vaccine doses,
including 17,103,914 first doses,
12,645,322 second doses and 329,407
precautionary doses administered to

those above 60.

dose.

The official quoted above said
that Delhi has not yet reached “vac-
cine saturation”, noting that the vacci-
nation drive slowed down over the last
few weeks as people were a little wary
of coming into vaccine centres “in the
middle of Covid peak”.

The official also said that many
people tested positive during the fifth
wave, requiring them to wait three
months before getting their vaccine

“It would be unfair to compare
vaccination figures from the initial
period with now, because the number
of people that need to be covered is
now low compared to the initial peri-
od when everyone was awaiting their

turn. It is natural that after a period,

the vaccination numbers will lower
the official said.

Government officials said that
they are continuing with their efforts
to set up camps across various parts of
the city to increase vaccination cover-
age. “Vaccination is surely one of the
factors why we saw milder infections
and comparatively fewer deaths this
time. Another reason was the nature
of Omicron variant itself, which is

characterised by mild infections. Last

DDA extends deadline for  Returnto offline classes the
housing plan till March 10

New Delhi: OPEN SEARCH

After finding few takers for
its housing  scheme

launched in December last
year, the Delhi Development
(DDA)

Authority has

extended it till March 10, an
official of the land-owning
agency said on Monday

The DDA has received
just 16,000 applications for
18,335 flats that were put
on sale, the official said,
adding that the scheme was
launched to dispose of flats
returned by allottees under
past housing schemes.

The last date to apply
for the scheme was
February 7. “On public

demand and circumstances
arising out of the third wave
of Covid-19, the DDA has
decided to extend the clos-
ing date for applying under
DDA  Special Housing
Scheme 2021 till March 10.

This will facilitate interested
persons to apply for the
scheme,” said a senior DDA
official, asking not to be
named The land-owning
agency has been struggling
to clear its inventory of flats,
especially in Narela, for the
past few years. Last year,
the DDA approved a pro-
posal to put on sale all
returned flats and offer
them at old rates in an
attempt to dispose of these

flats. While a majority of the
flats in the scheme, nearly
11,500, are for the low
income group (LIG), there
are 205 flats in the high
income group (HIG) in
Vasant Kunj and Jasola.
DDA officials said a
majority of the unsold flats
are in Narela, one of the
three urban extensions
planned by the agency.
Since 2014, a total of 56,932
flats have been put on sale
by the DDA of which 15,500
have been returned. “About
79% of the surrendered
(returned) flats are located
in the newly developed
Narela sub-city,” the Union
housing and urban affairs
ministry informed the
Parliament during the win-
ter session last year, in a
written response to a query.
The DDA has been try-
ing to upgrade the infra-
structure, especially trans-
port facilities, in Narela. In
its brochure, DDA listed
facilities such as hospitals,
sports complexes, Metro
connectivity etc  and
assured buyers that these
will come up in the next few
years but they are yet to

1st challenge :

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The  appointment  of
Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit as the new vice-
chancellor of Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) on
Monday evoked mixed
responses with many say-
ing that her academic expe-
rience will help the institu-
tion as it transitions from
online classes to offline
learning. Pandit, a JNU
alumna, is the university’s
first woman vice-chancel-
lor. She did her MPhil and
PhD from the School of
International Studies at JNU
between 1986 and 1990.

Vibha Tandon, who
teaches at JNU’s Special
Centre for  Molecular
Medicine, said Pandit will
be well-versed with the uni-
versity, and added that insti-
tution will gain from her
experience.

“We hope that the new
VC takes the university to
greater heights. She should
be able to resolve the vari-
ous issues that the universi-
ty has faced in the recent
past through her experi-
ence in various capacities.
She understands the univer-
sity’s system well” said

Students, staff

Tandon.

Students expressed the
hope that the new VC would
not only be able to address
the academic challenges
that have emerged in the
light of pandemic, but also
minimise conflict between
student groups and the
administration over various
issues.

Priyance Gautam, 22, a
final year MA political sci-
ence student at JNU, said
there were many expecta-
tions from the new VC par-
ticularly due to the disrup-
tion in learning caused by
the pandemic. “We expect
the new VC to steer the uni-
versity in a better direction
since the pandemic has
derailed academics. We
hope that the strife between
various student groups on
the campus is reduced, and
focus is brought back on
academics,” said Gautam.

Farhat Salim, a
research scholar at JNU,
said since the varsity has
not seen a lot of activity in
the past few years due to
the pandemic, one of the
key challenges before the
VC would be to ensure that
academic activity on cam-
pus picks up pace.

year, we were just starting off with the
vaccination drive and not many people
were vaccinated but this time the cov-
erage is good,” said Dr Sanjay Rai, pro-
fessor (community medicine), All
India Institute of Medical Sciences.

New Delhi: OPEN SEARCH

Social Welfare Minister Shri
Rajendra Pal Gautam
informed that from today
the entire process of pen-
sion disbursement will be
online. The first digital pay-
ment was made under the
program today. Social
Welfare Minister  Shri
Rajendra Pal Gautam
informed by tweeting today,
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Kejriwal Government revolution-
ising administration: pension
process made fully online

First online pension pay-
out disbursed today by the
Kejriwal Government

From filling the application
form to disbursement of
pension, all will be online

or delay in pension cases.
The whole process - from
filling the application form
to disbursement of pen-
sion, all will be online. Now

"Revolutionary
step of Arvind
Kejriwal govern-
ment of Delhi. To
eliminate corrup-
tion and provide
convenience to
the public, the
entire process of
pension is now
online. Today the
first digital pay-
ment has been [§
made. This is a
one of a kind initiative in
the country. We have been
able to reach this point only
because of our honest poli-
tics."He added, "earlier this
payment could not be made
digital due to technical rea-
sons, but the Social Welfare
Department of Delhi held
several meetings with the
Central Government, and
found its solution. Now
there will be no hindrance

i

NI

people will not have to face
any inconvenience by
standing in queues at gov-
ernment offices.The NSAP
(National Social Assistance
Program) PPS has been
implemented in  FAS
(Financial Assistance
Scheme) whose end to end
digitization has been com-
pleted. The first pension
payment through NSAP
PPS was done today.

Delhi govt resumes pil-
grimage trains for elders
from Feb 14. Details here

New Delhi: OPEN SEARCH

The Delhi government is set to resume its free pilgrim-
age scheme for senior citizens from February 14, news
agency ANI reported. Delhi government's free pilgrim-
age scheme for senior citizens will resume from
February 14. Trains to pilgrimage centres- Dwarka,

Gujarat and Rameswaram,
14 and Feb 18, respectively.

Tamil Nadu- to leave on Feb

Under the Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra Yojana, a train
carrying senior citizens will leave for Dwarka in Gujarat
on February 14. Two days later, another train will leave
for Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu.

The resumption comes a month after pilgrimage
scheme was halted due to spike in omicron cases. On
January 7, a train carrying pilgrims to Tamil Nadu's
Vailankanni Church was cancelled

Covid-19: Home isolation
cases drop from 70K to
5.7K in 24 days in Delhi

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

From nearly 70,000 on January 15, the number of Covid-
19 patients in home isolation in the Capital has shrunk to
5,700 in just over three weeks, showed state govern-
ment data, highlighting the relatively faster pace of recov-
eries during the Omicron-fuelled fifth wave of infections.
On January 15 this year, 69,554 Covid-19 patients in
Delhi were recovering at home (the most at any point
during the pandemic), a number that fell to 5,715 by
Monday, showed data from the state health department’s

daily bulletin.

Daily infections peaked at 28,867 on January 13,
while the test positivity rate hit a fifth-wave high of
30.64% a day later. In comparison, during the city’s
fourth wave of infections between April and May last
year, the number of patients in home isolation took over
a month to fall from the peak to a number similar to
where Delhi stands in its Covid-19 fight right now.
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EDITORIAL
Culture of hate

he hijab controversy in Karnataka’s educational insti-

tutions and the attack last week on Asaduddin Owaisi

during electioneering in Uttar Pradesh cannot be
wished away as incidents without any link. Both represent
the outcome of patronage to rabid communal messaging
that appears to celebrate bigotry, while making a boisterous
jump from subtleties to brazenness. If the political class still
chooses to be blind to the consequences of normalisation
of a culture of hate and otherisation, the country will have
to bear the brunt, and at a terrible cost. A narrative of man-
ufactured insecurities that wants the conversation to be
centred around ‘us’ versus ‘them’ is being allowed to seep
its way into the delicate social fabric. The free run for the
militant mutation of prejudices poses a grave threat.

All-round condemnation of violence and vitriol in any
form can be construed as tokenism at best in the absence
of any substantial and visible action that shows the intent to
clamp down on radicalisation. Owaisi’s speech in the Lok
Sabha, a day after he escaped unhurt when his car came
under attack in Hapur, is a reminder of how minds are being
polluted, with no counter-efforts forthcoming. The four-
time MP’s rejection of the Z-category security cover can be
seen as political positioning, but offering a posse of securi-
ty personnel ignores the larger issue. The talk of two Indias,
one based on love and the other being created on hatred, is
no more some fictional construct. Polarisation has not
raised its ugly head for the first time in UP elections, but the
efforts at crass communalisation of the campaign call for
urgent attention of the Election Commission. How and why
all sorts of boundaries have been crossed is acutely disturb-
ing and needs answers. Not acting is not an option. At stake
is not only the credibility of the institution, but all that the
Constitution stands for.

Lata belonged to all

Sudheendra Kulkarni

The driver of the Uber that took me from my home to
Shivaji Park in Mumbai, the place of Lata Mangeshkar’s cre-
mation on Sunday, was playing her songs. One was from
Bobby, the biggest hit of the 1970s. Then a mélange of
other songs followed devotional, patriotic, melancholic, joy-
ful, each reviving emotions [ have deeply felt since my child-
hood, as have millions in India and around the globe. In our
troubled times, when we have erected walls of bigotry and
prejudice, her music will keep reminding us about our own
civilisational pehchaan. The taxi was stopped by the cops
before the destination. An endless human stream was mov-
ing towards the park. With PM Modi’s convoy about to
reach the place, all entry points had been blocked. I paid my
respects to Lata Didi from a distance and walked towards
Dadar beach. The late winter sun was about to set behind
the Arabian Sea, and I asked myself, with a lump of sadness
suddenly choking my throat, ‘What is the meaning of the
words “Lata Mangeshkar amar rahe”?” As [ walked back, [
found a part of the answer on the faces of thousands of
common Mumbaikars standing patiently in a queue to pay
their respects. It was a look of silent gratefulness. Her songs
had touched them all in their time of love and happiness,
in their moments of pain and suffering, in their hour of
prayer and patriotic pride, and in their experience of elation
and wonder at all the beauty in the world and its mysteri-
ous impermanence. In their days of despair, her songs had
also comforted them like a mother comforts her weeping
child To have thus impacted countless lives of people
belonging to different religions, castes, classes and lan-
guages in lands near and far, is an achievement reserved
only for the rarest of rare personalities. And most of them
represent that highest calling of life art. Politicians, busi-
nessmen, intellectuals, even the greatest among them, do
not receive such love and gratitude, in life or in death.

When 76-year-old Umm Kulthum, the nightingale of
Egypt and the entire Arab world, died in 1976, the New
York Times wrote that ‘she may well have been the most
famous woman of Egypt since Cleopatra’ and ‘Today, hun-
dreds of thousands of Egyptians and visitors from other
Arab countries moved like a river through Cairo in a funer-
al procession” When 79-year-old Amalia Rodrigues, the
Queen of Fado (the Portuguese music of sorrow, loss and
fate), passed away in 1999, Lisbon witnessed a funeral pro-
cession, the biggest ever in the country’s history. PM
Antonio Guterres (now the UN Secretary-General) spoke
for many when he said: ‘Amalia was the voice of the
Portuguese soul’

The funeral of Lata Mangeshkar, who was the voice of
the soul of the Indian subcontinent, was not on that scale,
mainly because Mumbai has not fully come out of Covid
restrictions. Yet, the moment was equally historic. All of
India bid an emotional farewell to her most beloved singer
who had begun singing eight decades ago.

In death, Lata created history in another unique way.
From Pakistan’s Imran Khan to Bangladesh’s Sheikh Hasina
to Sri Lanka’s Mahinda Rajapaksa to Nepal’s Bidya Devi
Bhandari... all conveyed the feelings of their people in their
message of condolences. Saberi Ibrahimi, a fan from
Afghanistan, said on Twitter, ‘During the 1990s uncivil war
in #Afghanistan, with little food & entertainment, the love
songs of #LataMangeshkar & Mohammad Rafi kept my
family going. They even had religious songs together. As a
kid, I couldn’t tell which one was Hindu & which one was
Muslim! Most heartwarming were the Twitter tributes
from cricketers, musicians, politicians and the common
people of Pakistan. Not surprising since she sang as mel-
lifluously in Urdu as in Hindi and Marathi, her mother
tongue. This reminded me of what a young friend of mine
in Islamabad had told me a few years ago, ‘If Lata
Mangeshkar were to come to give a concert in our country,
the biggest of stadiums would not be able to accommodate
fans wanting to listen to her live. That's how popular she is.

[ also remembered an interesting episode from the
early 1980s. Pakistan was under the military dictatorship of
Gen Zia-ul-Hagq, and Islamisation of its society was in full
swing. Lata was on a visit to a Gulf country, and the
Pakistani embassy there invited her to give a concert,
which she accepted. The embassy later received a show-
cause notice from the authorities in Islhmabad, demanding
an explanation for inviting ‘a singer from an enemy coun-
try’. This received a strong rebuke from a popular columnist
called ‘Lahori’ in Dawn, Pakistan’s biggest newspaper. ‘Can
music be confined within national boundaries?’ he asked.
‘Do Lata Mangeshkar and Mohammed Rafi belong only to
India? Does Mehdi Hassan belong only to Pakistan?” Mehdi
Hassan, the shahenshah of ghazals.

OPINION

BrahMos export opens up strategic arena

The BrahMos missile is the result of a partnership with Russia.

Gurjit Singh

It appears that
the issues
between partners
DRDO and
Russian rocket
design bureau
NPO
Mashinostroyeniy
a have been
resolved. However,
US sanctions can
imperil export
efforts. The NPO
Mashinostroyeniy
a is a target of
CAATSA
(Countering
America’s
Adversaries
Through
Sanctions Act).
The US ought to
see that a Quad
partner is assist-
ing countries
threatened by
China and look at
the bigger picture.

THE recent agreement with
the Philippines to supply
BrahMos missiles indicates
India’s emergence as an
important player in the
Indo-Pacific. India is posi-
tioned as a security
provider in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR), having
worked with Mauritius and
the Seychelles to strengthen
their capabilities. There
were similar efforts involv-
ing countries such as
Mozambique in  the
Western IOR. On the east-
ern side, ASEAN countries
have issues with China in
the South China Sea (SCS).
They are losing control over
outlying islands and atolls,
and facing growing incur-
sions by Chinese fishing
fleets, supported by the
Chinese Coast Guard. The
Coast Guard is strength-
ened by a 2021 law which
allows it to take lethal action
in defence of the waters
claimed. While Malaysia and
Brunei have adopted a low-
key approach in dealing
with China on the issue of
disputed islands, Vietnam
and the Philippines have
suffered. Indonesia is feel-
ing the heat as Chinese
incursions into its Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) in the
Natuna Sea have increased.
India has maritime
security cooperation with
six ASEAN countries and a
strategic partership with
ASEAN as a whole. However,
neither ASEAN nor India
was keen on developing an
anti-Chinese position. With
this clarity, cooperation con-
tinued, but lacked depth.
India provided a sub-
marine from its fleet to
Myanmar in 2020. It was
for Myanmar’s defence in
the Bay of Bengal India was
guided by ‘SAGAR’ or
‘Security and Growth for All
in the Region’ and its com-
mitment to building capaci-

ties in neighbouring coun-
tries. Myanmar is not a con-
tender with China in the
SCS. It is Vietnam, Indonesia
and Philippines who wish
to procure Indian missiles
for the defence of their
coastline. Through proven
BrahMos and Akash, India
fitted the bill For several
years, Vietnamese and
Indonesian interest was not
matched by Indian enthusi-
asm. The requirement of
fulfilling domestic orders
came first. Now, with the
determined push to achieve
defence exports of $5 bil-
lion, the BrahMos is in the
market. The Philippines
became its unexpected first
customer. Vietnam and
Indonesia, who remain
interested are waiting in the
wings; among the potential
buyers are South Africa.
Kenya, the UAE and Oman.
None of them in the
Western IOR are seen in the
anti-Chinese mould

This aspect is impor-
tant. For several years, India
demurred in responding to
Vietnamese and Indonesian
requests for missiles, per-
haps because it was cau-

tious about the Chinese

reaction. The Chinese
aggression in Ladakh in
2020 and their disregard
for extant agreements per-
taining to the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) reduced
India’s inhibitions in work-
ing with other countries in
their national interest.

The ASEAN countries
understood that Chinese
dominance in the region,
achieved through control
over the SCS and avoiding
progress on the Code of
Conduct, curbed their
strategic autonomy. Despite
Chinese largesse in dealing
with the pandemic and BRI
support to many ASEAN
countries, some of them
who are at loggerheads with
China in the SCS feel threat-
ened. In the past, the US was
the net provider of security,
but with its departure, the
region was left in a
quandary. Now, as the Quad
has visible participation in
the Indo-Pacificc ASEAN
countries believe that their
strategic autonomy allows
them to engage beyond
China. The only thing they
want to avoid is Sino-US

rivalry. Therefore, buying
defence equipment from
India or Japan is considered
a safer bet. The Philippines
obtained patrol boats from
Japan, as did Vietnam; the
Philippines’ main equip-
ment is of US origin since it
was a US treaty partner and
it is still ordering more
American equipment. India
has found the right niche as
neither the US nor Japan
have missiles which they
will provide to ASEAN coun-
tries.

Undoubtedly, the role
played by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) to
develop BrahMos, a 292-
km-range cruise missile and
the best in its class at pres-
ent, gives India an edge.
Newer versions of the
BrahMos under testing will
increase the range and the
speed and take it from a
supersonic 2.8 Mach to a
hypersonic 5 Mach.

Some ASEAN countries
remain interested in the
shore-based anti-ship ver-
sion to defend their coast-
lines. They do not have the
capacity to absorb ship-

based, submarine-launched
or aircraft-delivered
BrahMos; hence, the origi-
nal BrahMos created by
India remains the default
option for export.

The then President APJ
Abdul Kalam had said that
Indian diplomacy and tech-
nology had come together
to create the Pan-African e-
network  project  for
telemedicine and tele-edu-
cation in Africa. Separately,
it had come together with
Russia to produce BrahMos.
Subsequently, a third diplo-
matic success was when
India joined the Missile
Technology Control Regime
(MTCR) in 2016 which
allowed it to develop mis-
siles up to 300-km range
and export them in a
responsible manner.
Military diplomacy facilitat-
ed the Philippines break-
through. For consistent
exports, BrahMos needs to
deal with three aspects and
hope that circumstances
would not deter it. The cost
at about $2.75 million for a
battery is considered high.
India compensates by offer-
ing a sovereign-backed line
of credit (LOC) for defence
exports. However, none of
the three ASEAN countries
availed of the LOC and have
preferred their own budget-
ary funding, often leading to
delays in orders. India
should relook the terms of
the LOC to make them sup-
portive of exports. BrahMos
is the result of a partnership
with Russia. It appears that
the issues between partners
DRDO and Russian rocket
design  bureau  NPO
Mashinostroyeniya have
been resolved, clearing the
path for exports. However,
US CAATSA (Countering
America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act)
sanctions can imperil
export efforts.

Avijit Pathak

Hence, is it surprising
that amid the ceaseless
flow of social media
messages, posts and
videos, we also find
ourselves in a deserted
cultural landscape.
Otherwise, how do we
explain the popularity
of a blogger showing us
daily how she eats mut-
ton, chicken and
biryani?

Cultural creation in age of tech abundance

While we have sharpened our tools, we have not given adequate importance to the develop-

ment of our artistic and intellectual faculties.

Has technological abundance par-
ticularly, in the domain of communi-
cation and cultural creation led to a
new kind of psychic restlessness
and anxiety? Is it that as social
media, from Twitter to Instagram,
and Facebook to YouTube, envelops
our everyday existence, we are con-
stantly striving for visibility, work-
ing ceaselessly to produce some-
thing that becomes ‘viral’ instantly,
and trying to find our essence
through the statistics of viewers
and subscribers? ‘Share, Like,
Subscribe’ is it becoming the vocab-
ulary of our times that even a six-
year-old child is getting used to? Of
course, none can deny that these
new technologies of communica-
tion have played an enabling role.
For instance, it is because of
YouTube that we see a spectrum of
new talents articulating their cre-
ative skills in diverse fields, from
music to political satire, or from
cooking to travelling. Because of the
decline of monopoly of big names in
shaping the logistics of cultural pro-
duction, we can now discover, say, a
rural woman with good knowledge
of local food and indigenous recipe;
or a young college student as a fan-
tastic singer. Even Bollywood
celebrities might envy the populari-
ty of many of these YouTube blog-
gers. No wonder, these days almost
everything is available on YouTube,
be it a talk by a professor or a dis-
course by a new age spiritual guru.
Facebook has helped many of us
connect, redefine the art of related-
ness, and rediscover ourselves as
potential writers, poets, cartoonists,
photographers, and above all, mes-
sengers of all sorts of information.
Moreover, when fancy names tweet,
it runs faster than newspapers and
television talk shows.

No wonder, these technologies
have become immensely popular.
From crowded local trains to coffee
houses, there seems to be no
escape from the smartphone; we
are never tired of watching, posting
and messaging.

Hence, as it would be said, it is
futile to be a puritan, and condemn

the popularisation of social media
in the name of some abstract ‘high
culture’. Yet, even as we acknowl-
edge the flourishing of communica-
tion and cultural creation, it is
important to remember that tech-
nological abundance as such does
not necessarily guarantee cultural,
moral and psychic refinement. After
all, if we do not work on our politi-
cal/ethical/aesthetic sensibilities,
social media, far from causing cul-
tural sanity, might take us to a noisy
and stimulant domain of psychic
numbness. We ought to understand
this dialectics: taking countless self-
ies through the fancy smartphone
does by no means improve one’s
photographic art sending viral
messages through Twitter for get-
ting mindboggling viewership is
not a literary act; and narrating day
after day what one cooks, eats and
buys on a YouTube channel does by
no means come close to the art of
story-telling. In fact, while we have
sharpened our tools, we have not
given adequate importance to the
development of our artistic and
intellectual faculties. Hence, is it sur-
prising that amid the ceaseless flow
of WhatsApp messages, Twitter-
induced bullet points, Facebook

posts and YouTube videos, we also
find ourselves in a deserted cultural
landscape. Otherwise, how do we
explain the immense popularity of a
daily blogger showing us day and
night how she eats mutton, chicken
and egg biryani? Or, someone
showing the washroom of a fancy
resortin a hill station, the act of con-
suming lavish breakfast, and then,
‘possessing’ the ‘spot’ the sunset
point? Or, how do we explain that it
is through the same social media
that we spread and consume toxic
messages, symbolic violence and
communal hatred?

There are two issues. First, the
rapid growth of social media has to
be related to the mood of the age
everything has to be fast and instan-
taneous! And this obsessive speed
negates what meaningful art needs
concentration, endurance and
reflection. For instance, you cannot
evolve as a good singer if the crav-
ing for instant fame diverts you
from rigorous practice and constant
learning. Nor is it possible to do an
enchanting travel video unless your
travelogue is a meditative reflection
on the journey called life. Only then
is it possible to capture the silence of
the Himalayan peaks, or the whis-
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per of a deodar tree. In other words,
the possession of technology does
not necessarily transform one into
an artist. But then, when the certifi-
cate of one million subscribers and
innumerable ‘likes’ becomes the
sole criterion for defining the worth
of one’s creation, art suffers.
Second, this terrible addiction to the
instantaneity of social media simu-
lations is destroying what we all
need to retain our sanity the art of
being non-visible, or the cultivation
of meditative silence and mindful-
ness. In fact, this chronic urge to be
in constant circulation through
WhatsApp messages, Facebook
posts, or our comments on almost
everything on earth often cause the
mass production and consumption
of trivia. It is not information revo-
lution; it is information pollution.
Possibly, we need to continually
educate ourselves. As a matter of
fact, the generation for whom
YouTube bloggers are the only
icons, or the parents who want
their children to start a channel and
achieve instant fame and money, or
our celebrity gurus and politicians
who are inseparable from their
Twitter messages ought to be per-
suaded by great teachers.
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INTERNATIONAL

1 Am Sorry”: Australia PM Apologises
For Abuse, Bullying In Parliament

SYDNEY: (AGENCY)

Australia's prime minister apolo-
gised for widespread sexual harass-

by the alleged abuse she experi-
enced, but also the way she was
treated when she told her bosses.

She said she felt pressured not

ment, abuse and bullying of political
staff Tuesday, a year after a high-
profile rape allegation rocked the
country's parliament.

Addressing lawmakers, Scott
Morrison apologised directly to for-
mer staffer Brittany Higgins who
said she was raped by a male col-
league in a minister's office in 2019.

"I'm sorry to Ms Higgins for the
terrible things that took place here,"
Morrison said describing a decades-
long culture of abuse in the corri-
dors of power.

"But I am sorry for far more
than that -- for all of those who
came before Ms Higgins and
endured the same." "Over many
decades, an ecosystem, a culture,
was perpetuated where bullying,
abuse, harassment, and in some
cases even violence, became nor-
malised," he said.

Higgins went public in January
last year, sparking nationwide
protests. Australians were shocked

to go to the police ahead of the 2019
election and described a "culture of
silence” in Australian political par-
ties.

In the wake of Higgins' allega-

tions, and those of other staffers

who came forward after her, the
government
inquiries.

Jenkins Review, found that one-in-
three people currently working in
Commonwealth workplaces have
experienced sexual harassment
while working there.
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"This has to change. It is changing.
And I believe it will change."

Opposition leader Anthony
Albanese also offered an apology to
Higgins from his Labor party.

"You have torn through a
silence that has acted as the life sup-
port system for the most odious of
status quos,” he said.

Listening from the public
gallery, Higgins became visibly emo-
tional during the speeches.

She sat between three fellow
former staffers who have gone pub-
lic with their own allegations, and
two women's rights advocates.

The women were asked to
attend the formal acknowledgement
after they tweeted the night before
about not being invited. Higgins will
speak Wednesday at the National
Press Club alongside sexual abuse
survivor Grace Tame, who was the
2021 Australian of the Year. Tame
dismissed the prime minister's
apology. "How about some proac-
tive, preventative measures and not
just these performative, lastminute
bandaid electioneering stunts?" she

launched multiple

One of those, the 450-page

In his speech, Morrison said:

tweeted Tuesday.

Mountain Glaciers Hold Less Ice Than
Earlier Thought. Why That's Bad News

PARIS: (AGENCY)

Mountain glaciers shrinking due to cli-
mate change are less voluminous than
previously understood, putting mil-
lions who depend on them for water
supply at risk, researchers reported
Monday.

Glaciers in the Andes Mountains
of South America, for example, were

lions of people living around the
world," said co-author Mathieu
Morlighem, an Earth sciences profes-
sor at Dartmouth University.

Some regions, including the
Himalayan mountains, were found to
have up to a third more ice than
thought, "which will reduce the pres-
sure on water resources," lead author
Romain Millan, a post-doctoral

found to store 23 percent less fresh
water compared to earlier estimates,
they wrote in the journal Nature
Geoscience.

Bolivia's largest city La Paz, with
more than two million inhabitants, is
highly dependent on glacier runoff for
agriculture and as a buffer against
drought.

As the slow-moving rivers of ice
lose more mass through meltoff than
they gain with fresh snow, water flows
become irregular -- including periods
of flooding -- and eventually dry up,
first in low altitude mountains, and
eventually in higher ones.

Water from glaciers flowing into
rivers is also crucial for hydropower
generation and agriculture.

"The finding of less ice is impor-
tant and will have implications for mil-

researcher at the Institute of
Environmental  Geosciences in
Grenoble, France, told AFP.

Globally, however, the satellite-
based survey covering 98 percent of
the world's glaciers -- around 250,000
-- found that the volume of all glaciers
combined, above and below sea level,
was 11 percent smaller than earlier
calculations.

One silver lining is the implica-
tions for sea level rise, projected to be
among the most devastating conse-
quences of global warming.

Throughout the 20th century,
melting glaciers was one of the main
causes of rising ocean levels, along
with the expansion of sea water as it
warms. The new estimate lowers the
potential contribution of glaciers to sea
level rise from about 33 to 26 centime-

tres (13 to 10 inches). But that reduc-
tion -- while not insignificant -- is inci-
dental compared to the impact of melt-
ing ice sheets, which have become the
main cause of rising sea levels in the
21st century.

The kilometres-thick blankets of
ice atop West Antarctica and
Greenland hold enough frozen water
to lift oceans some 13 metres.

Despite their apparent immobili-
ty, glaciers are constantly on the move,
pushed by gravity.

"We generally think about gla-
ciers as solid ice that may melt in sum-
mer, but ice actually flows like thick
syrup under its own weight" said
Morlighem.

"Using satellite imagery, we are
able to track the motion of these gla-
ciers from space at the global scale.”

To create an ice flow database, the
researchers studied more than
800,000 pairs of before-and-after
satellite images of glaciers, including
large ice caps, narrow alpine glaciers,
slow valley glaciers and fast tidewater
glaciers.

The high-resolution images, cap-
tured by NASA and European Space
Agency satellites, required more than
one million hours of computational
time on super-computers in Grenoble.

Scientists not involved in the
research described it as a "first class
study”, and a "great new inventory" of
how much ice there is worldwide.

"Because there is less ice stored in
the world's glaciers than we had
thought they will disappear earlier
than expected, and so the communi-
ties that depend on their ice and water
will experience the worst effects of cli-
mate change sooner," said Andrew
Shepherd, director of the Centre for
Polar Observation and Modelling at
the University of Leeds.

"In every corner of the planet, the
seasonality of river water levels will
change dramatically as glaciers melt
away."
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Chinese Scientists Say New Covid
Test Gives Results Within 4 Minutes

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Chinese scientists say they
have developed a new coro-
navirus test that is accurate
as a PCR lab test but gives
results within four minutes.

Polymerase chain reac-
tion (PCR) tests are widely
considered the most accu-
rate and sensitive for the
virus that causes Covid-19,
but they usually take sever-
al hours.

Some countries have
experienced severe back-
logs in the face of heavy
testing demand, fuelled by
the explosive spread of the
highly transmissible
Omicron variant.

Researchers from
Fudan  University in
Shanghai say they have a
solution. In a peer-reviewed
article published Monday in
the journal Nature
Biomedical Engineering,
the team said their sensor -
- which uses microelectron-
ics to analyse genetic mate-
rial from swabs -- can
reduce the need for time-
consuming Covid lab tests.

Queen Elizabeth Wants
Prince Charles' Wife To Be
Known As 'Queen Consort'

Washington, United States:
(AGENCY)

The United States on
Monday offered a $10-mil-
lion reward for information
leading to the "identification
or location" of the leader of
the Afghanistan regional
chapter of the ISIS group.
The reward offered by
the US State Department
was also for any informa-
tion that would
aid in arresting or
convicting those
responsible for
the "terrorist
attack at the
Kabul airport" on
August 26, which
was claimed by
the ISIS-
Khorasan (IS-K).
The attack, which
killed more than
100 people
including 13 American sol-
diers, was launched as the
United States orchestrated
its chaotic withdrawal from
Afghanistan and the evacu-
ation of Afghans deemed

under threat by the

Taliban's takeover.
According to

Washington, Sanaullah

Ghafari -- also known as
Shahab al-Muhajir -- was
appointed head of ISIS-K in
June 2020 by the ISIS
group.

I[SIS-K is the Afghan
offshoot of ISIS, which orig-
inated in Iraq and Syria.

"Ghafari is responsible
for approving all ISIS-K
operations throughout
Afghanistan and arranging
funding to conduct opera-
tions," the State Department

said in a statement.

He had been blacklist-
ed in November as a foreign
terrorist.

Little is known about
Ghafari, although his nom

de guerre suggests he
arrived in the region from
the Arab world

He is rumored to have
been an Al-Qaeda com-
mander or a former mem-
ber of the Haqgani net-

work, one of the most pow-
erful and feared factions in
the Taliban.

[SIS-K  has  been
responsible for some of the
deadliest attacks in the
region in recent years, mas-
sacring civilians in
Afghanistan and Pakistan,
at mosques, shrines, public
squares and hospitals.

The group has espe-
cially targeted Muslims
from sects it considers
heretical, including Shiites -
- much like the original ISIS
group.

It was hit hard by both
the Taliban and US-led
forces and was losing influ-
ence but its attacks have
ramped up since their rival
I[slamists took power in
August.
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STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS
ENDED ON 31ST DECEMBER 2021 - IND-AS COMPLIANT (NON NBFC)

Unaudited Financial Result for the Quarter and Nine Months Ended 31.12.2021

S.N Particulars

Quarter Ended Nine Months Ended|

Year Ended

S.N Particulars

CURRENT CORRESPONDING
QUARTER QUARTER QUARTER

CURRENT

YEAR TO DATE

01.10.2021 01.10.2020 01.04.2021
to to to to
31.12.2021 31.12.2020 31.12.2021

01.04.2020

31.03.2021

Quarter Ended

Nine Months Ended Year Ended

CURRENT CORRESPONDING
QUARTER QUARTER

CURRENT NINE YEAR TO DATE FIGURES FOR|

MONTHS PREVIOUS YEAR

01.10.2021 01.10.2020
to to
31.12.2021 31.12.2020
&) &)

01.04.2021 01.04.2020
to to
31.12.2021 31.03.2021
R) R)

L Audited

1 |[Total Income from operation

41.33]

41.33

Z) Z) 2) Z)

Audited 2

1 |Total Income from operation

items

Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception

(0.98)

(1.00

(3.92 (4.171)

(1.00) (1.12) (7.05)

(8.77) 3

"We implemented an
electromechanical biosen-
sor for the detection of
SARS-CoV-2 into an inte-
grated and portable proto-
type device, and show that it

conducted in parallel The
results from their method
were a "perfect” match with
the PCR tests, according to
the article. Their study
involved testing the new
method on 54 samples,

than four minutes," the
team said in the paper,
referring to the official
name of the Covid
pathogen. The researchers
said their method offers
speed, ease of operation,
high sensitivity and porta-
bility. Their trial involved
taking samples from 33
people in Shanghai who
were infected with the
coronavirus, with PCR tests

which included people with
fever who did not have the
coronavirus, those with
influenza, and healthy vol-
unteers. Those cases did
not yield any false positives,
the team said. The Fudan
researchers said that once
developed, their testing
device can be used for quick
testing in a variety of situa-
tions, including airports,
health facilities.

Nun, 80, In Jail For Stealing
$800,000 From School
Funds For Gambling

LOS ANGELES: (AGENCY)

An ageing nun who stole over $800,000 to bankroll a
gambling habit and fund lavish holidays was jailed for a
year in California on Monday. Mary Margaret Kreuper,
80, swore to a life of poverty when she took her vows six
decades ago. But as principal of a Roman Catholic ele-
mentary school near Los Angeles, she diverted $835,000
of school funds to pay for gambling jaunts in Las Vegas, a
court heard. She also used the money to take luxury trips
to swanKky resorts like Lake Tahoe, where well-heeled
tourists gather to cruise in the summer and ski in the
winter. "I have sinned, I have broken the law, and [ have
no excuses," Kreuper told the court, according to The Los
Angeles Times. She said her crimes were "a violation of
my vows, the commandments, the law, and above all the
sacred trust that so many had placed in me."

Kreuper admitted wire fraud and money laundering dur-
ing a hearing last year.The court was told how money
sent to the school to pay for tuition and charitable dona-
tions was instead funnelled into secret accounts that
Kreuper controlled.

US Congress To Vote
Today To Prevent
Government Shutdown

WASHINGTON: (AGENCY)

Democrats introduced a shortterm bill on Monday to
fund the US government ahead of a potential shutdown
next week, when federal agencies run out of previously
allocated money.

Shutdowns typically lead to hundreds of thousands
of government workers being sent home, while parks,
museums and other federal properties and services are
closed. With funding running out on February 18,
President Joe Biden's Democrats and opposition
Republicans had been unable to agree on a "topline"”
number for the 2022 spending bills. House
Appropriations Committee Chair Rosa DeLauro intro-
duced the stop-gap -- known as a continuing resolution
(CR) -- that would keep the lights on through March 11.

"Our country needs a government funding agree-
ment to create good-paying jobs, grow opportunity for
the middle class, and protect our national security," she
said "We are close to reaching a framework government
funding agreement, but we will need additional time to
complete the legislation in full"
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6 |Paid up equity share capital

1,274.80 1,274.80 1,274.80

1,274.80 Basic & Diluted

2 |Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception (0.98) (1.00] (3.92 (4.171) Saz byt sn Do
items itmes)
3 [Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception (1.00)| (1.12) (7.05) (8.77) 4 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception (0.98) (1.00 (3.92 (4.171) :E:'-'“’“"r-‘ Teeznewe tinll fean I ||"1|:“i Bl
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4 [Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception (1.00) (1.12) (7.05) (8.77) 5 [Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period (0.98) (1.00] (3.92, (4.171) jver savewliionz in REGonddlinre o Cantimrd,
itmes) [comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other M L&
5 |Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period (1.00), (1.12) (7.05) (8.77) comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)]
[comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other 6 |Paid up equity share capital 816.52 816.52 816.52 816.52 wff | Pwle e Delsd Do O GH 20T o 17000 Lre,
comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)] 7 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) not Annulised- (0.01; (0.01] (0.05; (0.05) dl ind d! ' o] e |ﬂ:| C v,

7 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) not Annulised-
Basic & Diluted

(0.01) (0.01) (0.06)

(0.07)

Note 1.The above unaudited financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31,
2021 were reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors and
taken on record at the meeting held on 08.02.2022.

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial result filed with the stock
exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and disclo sure require
ments) Regulations 2015. The full format of the quarterly financial result are available on
the company's website www.alstonetextiles.in.

For and on behalf of board of directors of
ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED

Note 1. The above unaudited financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31,
2021 were reviewed by the Audit Committee at the meeting and approved by the Board of
Directors and taken on record at the meeting held on 08.02.2022.

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial result filed with the stock
exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and disclosure requirements)
Regulations 2015. The full format of the quarterly financial result are available on the com
pany's website www.genesisdevelopersholdings.com

For and on behalf of board of directors of
GENESIS DEVELOPERS AND HOLDINGS LIMITED

DEEPAK KUMAR BHOJAK DEEPAK TYAGI

Date: 08.02.2022 MANAGING DIRECTOR Date: 08.02.2022 Managing Director

Place: New Delhi DIN:06933359 Place: New Delhi DIN: 02760361
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Kohli says he was approached a few
times by IPL franchises in past

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Indian batting maestro Virat Kohli has revealed
that he was "approached a few times" by few IPL
franchises in the past to put himself in the auc-
tion but he preferred to stay at Royal Challengers
Bangalore.

The former India captain, who stepped
down as RCB skipper at the end of last season
after eight years in charge, is the only cricketer to
have played for one franchise since the league's
inaugural edition in 2008.

"I've been approached a few times as well --
to come into the auction somehow -- I have
thought about it" Kohli told the RCB podcast.

"At the end of the day, a person lives a certain
number of years, and then you die and life moves
on. There have been many great plyers who
have won trophies and things like that but no one
addresses you like that.

"If you are a good person, people like you
and if you are a bad guy, they stay away from you.
Eventually, that's what life is all about." The 33-
year-old Kohli has played innumerable match-
winning knocks for RCB, who have always boast-
ed star-studded lineups, but could still never win
the IPL. "The loyalty with RCB, like how I follow
my life, is far greater than five people saying
you've finally won the IPL with XYZ. You feel
good for five minutes and then the sixth minute
you could be miserable with some other issue in
life. "What this franchise has given to me in the
first three years, and believed in me, is the most
special thing. There were many teams who had

the opportunity. They didn't back me and they
didn't believe in me." Speaking about his time as
the franchise's captain, Kohli said losing the IPL
final in 2016 still rankles. Chasing 209, RCB had
raced to 114 for no loss at the half-way mark
before losing their way and falling eight runs
short, bringing to an end their incredible season
on a sad note. "That game, I felt like it was writ-
ten. How could the finals be in Bangalore, and we
played that kind of season, and we play that kind
of a game where we are 100 for no loss in nine
overs. "Even KL (Rahul), to this day, if there's a
highlight package running, he takes a screenshot
and says it still hurts. It does. You had these

i

dejected faces sitting in that amazing victory
setup that we had done for the postvictory cele-
bration. That is one game where 1 feel like it
hurts." The star batter added, "It disappoints me.
We had opportunities where we came close. At
the end of the day, I am not going to call it luck.

"The opposition is there to play as well and if
they are better on the day, you have to accept it
that we haven't been as courageous or as clear in
our plans as we should have been in those crunch
moments. "You could say that the odds were
stacked against us - the only expectation was for
us to win - but you have to deal with those. You
can't run away from that."

‘Virat scored plenty of runs.
Unmukt Chand couldn't trans-
late success": Ex-India player

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Graduating from the U19 side to the senior side is a
daunting task, especially for an Indian cricketer. Despite
being the most successful nation in this format, with 5
World Cup titles, only handful players are able to make
the jump. Virat Kohli could but Unmukt Chand couldn't.
Former cricketer Nikhil Chopra has tried to reason the
main difference between the two WC-winning captains.

The team has won the Under-19 World Cup five
times and finished runners-up thrice. In 2000, they won
it under the captaincy of Mohammad Kaif, in 2008, they
won it under Virat Kohli's leadership, in 2012 under
Unmukt Chand, in 2018 under Prithvi Shaw, and in 2022
under Yash Dhull

While speaking to Khelneeti's YouTube channel,
Chopra opined that Kohli was able to carry his form to
the senior level while Chand failed to accomplish the
same.

“The transition phase from U19 to Ranji Trophy is
very important. From a boy, you are joining the men’s
league. Your U19 phase is over and now you have to
translate that performance at the Ranji Trophy level”

Elaborating further, the former off-spinner added:

“Virat Kohli played for Delhi after winning the U19
World Cup. He scored plenty of runs there as well He
was dropped from the Indian team after his initial selec-
tion but picked again after scoring in domestic cricket. In
contrast, Unmukt Chand couldn’t translate his success
from U19 to domestic cricket. He was an exceptional tal-
ent but could not fulfill his potential To get selected for
India, you need to prove that you are one above the rest.”
While Kohli went on to captain India for seven long
years, Chand retired from Indian cricket and moved
abroad for “better opportunities”.

Suryakumar's epic let me be me' reply to
journalist's Michael Bevan comparison

question in presser storms internet
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Indian batsman Suryakumar Yadav on Tuesday came up
with an epic reply to a journalist's question on compari-
son with Michael Bevan during the pre-match press con-
ference ahead of India's second ODI against West Indies
at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.

On Tuesday, Suryakumar was asked that based on
his ability to finish games, which he has done a couple of
times for India including the first ODI where he scored
an unbeaten 36-ball 34 and stitched an unbeaten 62-run
fifth-wicket stand alongside Deepak Hooda, that few
have compared him with Australian great Michael
Bevan. The 31-year-old then hilariously replied saying,
“Let m be Suryakumar Yadav right now. I have hardly
played 5 to 7 matches for India.” “But I keep on trying.
Whichever position I bat at, I'll try to win games for my
team. I'll try to do the same thing - express myself and be
fearless as I'm always,” he continued Having made his
international debut in March 2021, in the home T20I
series against England, Suryakumar has played only 16
matches across formats for India.

‘Justin Langer PR machine

has been at work’
AUSTRALIA: (AGENCY)

Ever since Justin Langer's resignation as Australia's head
coach, Test captain Pat Cummins has been under con-
stant attack from the former players. From Mitchell
Johnson to Matthew Hayden, all former teammates of
Langer, have pointed fingers at Cummins, claiming the
captain to have played a key role in Langer's ouster.
Meanwhile, Australia legend Ian Chappell too joined the
debate but he came out in support of captain Cummins.
The former Australian cricketer instead targeted
Langer's ex-teammates, calling them as his “PR
machine”, "It’s easy to lambast Cricket Australia, because
they are not very good, and it was only to be expected,
their reaction,” Chappell told the Wide World of Sports
this week. "What annoys me is two things; the fact Pat
Cummins, who has probably been as honest as you can
be in this sort of thing, that he’s copped a bit of a past-
ing... and the Justin Langer PR machine.

World Cup 2022: Portugal
bet on Cristiano Ronaldo

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Cristiano Ronaldo will be nearing 38 when the Fifa World
Cup in Qatar begins later this year. But Portugal are opti-
mistic enough of not just Ronaldo’s presence if they qualify
for the World Cup, but his being in prime form as well in
the showpiece event. The World Cup is scheduled to begin

from November 21.

“We all feel really lucky because being able to play and
share the dressing room with a champion like Cristiano is
really special I say this as a Portuguese and as a teammate

of Cristiano.

“So obviously, we are all looking forward to the World
Cup and we believe Cristiano will again be at his best
there,” defensive midfielder William Carvalho, who has so
far made 69 appearances for Portugal and plays for Real
Betis currently, said at a recent global conference organ-

ised by La Liga.

Portugal face Turkey in the playoff semi-final of the
World Cup qualifiers in Porto on March 24. If Portugal beat
Turkey, they may then face Italy who take on North
Macedonia in another playoff semi-final

“We're awaiting the playoffs, where we will do every-
thing to qualify for the World Cup. Yeah, the matches ver-
sus Turkey and possibly Italy will be difficult, but I'm also
convinced that we have the qualities to beat them both in

this case as well

WASHNGTON : (AGENCY)

Dusan Vlahovic and Denis
Zakaria enjoyed dream
Juventus debuts as the two
January signings scored in a
2-0 win over Hellas Verona
on Sunday, sending the
Turin club fourth in Serie A.

Serbia international
Vlahovic, who joined Juve
from Fiorentina in a deal
worth up to $92 million on
January 28, opened the
scoring with a perfectly
weighted lob after 13 min-
utes. It was the 22-year-
old’s 18th goal of the sea-
son, drawing him level with
Lazio’s Ciro Immobile as the
league’s joint top scorer,
and he came close to a sec-
ond before half-time in an
impressive Bianconeri bow.
Things got even better for
Massimiliano Allegri’s side
after the break when dead-
line day arrival Zakaria
sprinted forward from mid-
field to hammer a shot into
the bottom corner.

“The most important
thing is to score goals, but I
also want to improve in
every way and help the
team,” Vlahovic said. “Allegri
didn’t ask me to do anything
in particular, he just said to
stay calm and not be anx-

SPORTS

Serie A: January signings
deliver for Juventus

ious, that everything would
be fine.”

Juventus climbed two
points above Atalanta into
fourth place with 45 points,
eight behind leaders Inter
Milan, while Verona are
ninth with 33 points.
Allegri’s side are unbeaten
in 10 league games and the
arrival of Vlahovic has

we are.”

The anticipation at
Vlahovic’s debut was palpa-
ble in the Allianz Stadium.
The home crowd didn’t
have to wait long to get
their first taste of what the
Serbian offers, as his fierce
shot was palmed away by a
flying Lorenzo Montipo
early on.Five minutes later,

sparked debate about
whether they can get back
into the title race this sea-
son. “Juve always aim for
the highest objectives.
When every competition
starts, Juve aim to win it’
Vlahovic said.

“That is why I'm here,
to help and give my contri-
bution. We will go game by
game and at the end of the
season we will see where

Vlahovic showed his class
by racing after a Paulo
Dybala pass and guiding a
perfect lob over the out-
rushing Montipo and into
the bottom corner. The
Serbian’s physicality caused
problems for the Verona
defence throughout the first
half, and he almost got a
second when he steered a
shot wide from an Alvaro
Morata cross.

For U-19 World Cup champs, it's bloom-or-bust time

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

World Cup won, but the real
test begins now, that’s the
challenge that awaits the
teenage cricketers who
helped India clinch a record
fifth U-19 World Cup title
the other day. The level of
competition and dynamics
in international cricket is
drastically different from
what these colts have had to
deal with so far. The likes of
Mohammed Kaif, Rishabh
Pant, Shubman Gill, Ishan
Kishan and even Prithvi
Shaw have done decently at
the senior level in interna-
tional cricket after winning
the World Cup as U-19
cricketers. And Virat Kohli
and Ravindra Jadeja, team-
mates when India won the
U-19 World Cup in March
2008, are shining examples
and inspiration for all those
young achievers who

dream of graduating suc-
cessfully to the next level

But that's one side of
the story. What about
Unmukt Chand? The one
who led India to their 2012
U-19 Cup triumph and
promised so much as a top-
order batsman, only

to phase out a few sea-
sons later. Forget earning an
India berth, the New Delhi-
born player struggled to
make an impact even in the
IPL and is now plying his
trade in the United States.

Sreevats Goswami, an
opener in the Kohli-led
2008 champion U-19 side,
was deemed as another tal-
ented player. But the Bengal
wicketkeeper-batsman
couldn't proceed beyond
the first-class and List A lev-
els in spite of making some
India A appearances.
Though he bagged IPL con-
tracts, he has never been a

Peng Shuai says all is well

BEIJING : (AGENCY)

Nothing to see here, move
on. That was the message
that Chinese tennis player
Peng Shuai delivered
Monday in a controlled
interview in Beijing that
touched on sexual assault
allegations she made against
a former high-ranking
member of China’s ruling
Communist Party.

Her answers — deliv-
ered in front of a Chinese
Olympic official — left
unanswered questions
about her well-being and
what exactly happened The
interview with French
sports newspaper L'Equipe
and an announcement that

International Olympic
Committee President
Thomas Bach met Peng for
dinner this  weekend

seemed aimed at defusing
sustained international con-
cerns about the three-time
Olympian and former No. 1-
ranked tennis doubles play-
er. Those concerns have
threatened to overshadow

the Winter Olympics under-
way in Beijing. Peng told
L’Equipe that the concerns
were the result of “an enor-
mous misunderstanding.”
But the format of the inter-
view appeared to allow for

no sustained follow-ups,
with questions submitted in
advance and a Chinese
Olympic committee official
sitting in on the discussion,
translating Peng’s com-
ments from Chinese.

Large parts of the hour-
long interview, conducted
Sunday in a Beijing hotel
and organised through

China’s Olympic committee
with the 10C’s help, focused
on Peng’s playing career.
At age 36, and after
multiple knee surgeries,
Peng said she couldn’t
envisage a return to tour-

level professional tennis.
She hasn’t played on the
women’s  tour  since
February of 2020.

The newspaper pub-
lished her comments verba-
tim — which it said was
another pre-condition for
the interview — in ques-
tion-and-answer form.
L’Equipe asked Peng about

the sexual assault allega-
tions that sparked the con-
troversy in November. The
allegations were quickly
scrubbed from her verified
account on a leading
Chinese social media plat-
form, Weibo. She subse-
quently dropped out of
public view for a while, lead-
ing to “where is Peng
Shuai?” questions online
and from players and fans
outside of China.

In her lengthy post,
Peng wrote that Zhang
Gaoli, a former vice premier
and member of the ruling
Chinese Communist Party’s
all-powerful Politburo
Standing Committee, had
forced her to have sex
despite repeated refusals.
Her post also said they had
sex once seven years ago,
and that she developed
romantic feelings for him
after that.

The interview with
L’Equipe was her first sit
down discussion with non-
Chinese media since the
accusation.

firstchoice in any side.
Leftarm spinner Igbal
Abdulla, another player
from the 2008 batch, had
impressed for Mumbai at
the domestic level as well as
for Kolkata Knight Riders in
IPL 2011. But like Sreevats,

he too couldn’t break into
the senior India side.
It's not just about

Unmukt, Sreevats or
Abdulla. The list features
many more who have been
part of India’s U-19 World
Cup-winning squads, pos-
sessed enough promise but
failed to do much thereafter.

The experiences of
these players in particular

should also be a lesson for
the likes of Yash Dhull, Ravi
Kumar and Raj Bawa, the
architects of India’s latest
triumph in the U-19 World
Cup, all of whom may win
IPL contracts in the coming
February 12-13 auction.

Red-ball cricket should
be the topmost priority
now for these youngsters,
who are also fortunate to
have someone of the stature
of VVS Laxman as the
National Cricket Academy
(NCA) director of cricket,
junior selection committee
chief Sridharan Sharath
stressed.

“Representing the state
will be the guys’ top priori-
ty now. Some of them will
be picked for their state
teams (for the Ranji
Trophy), so those games
will be on top of their agen-
da going forward.

) Sharath, a former left

Winter Games: Cost of snow
will weigh heavy on Beijing

BEIJING : (AGENCY)

China did not move moun-
tains to host the 2022
Winter Olympics. But it
flooded a dried riverbed,
diverted water from a key
reservoir that supplies
Beijing and resettled hun-
dreds of farmers and their
families, all to feed one of
the most extensive snow-
making operations in the
history of the Games. This is
what happens when the
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) decides to
bring the Winter Games to a
place almost completely
lacking in one of the main
ingredients for winter
sports: snow. What's more,
Beijing and its nearby
mountains did not have
that much water to make
the artificial kind, either.
Machine-made snow
has played a major role in
winter sports for decades,
even in snowier places like
Norway, Switzerland and
Colorado. In Beijing’s ver-
sion of the Winter Games,

the competitions for the
first time are taking place
almost entirely on artificial
snow, necessitating an
Olympic snow-making and
water-management opera-
tion of enormous scale, and
foreshadowing the reality
of snow sports everywhere
as the planet warms. On the
mountains  where the
Alpine competitions take
place, which do not have
any recreational skiing,
narrow strips of white, visi-
ble from miles away, now
cut through the brown
mountains.

Beijing officials insist
that snow production for
the Games will not strain
local water supplies, which
have struggled to keep pace
with the city’s demands. But
China’s herculean invest-
ments in snow making are
part of larger efforts to turn
the arid mountains near
Beijing into a permanent
ski and snowboard hub, a
project that could face chal-
lenges as climate change
upends patterns.

Not Kapil's Devils, Sunny rates Dhoni’s daredevils as the best

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Sunil Gavaskar has been
associated with most of
India’s one-day cricket jour-
ney, be it as a player, com-
mentator or in some other
capacity. The legendary
opener had faced the first
ball when India plyed its
firstever ODI at Leeds in
1974 and made 28 off 35
balls. Gavaskar featured in
108 one-dayers, including
matches in four World Cups,
scoring 3092 runs in 102
innings at an average of
35.13. Besides being a part
of the 1983 World Cup-win-
ning side, fondly called

Kapil’s Devils, Gavaskar, as
captain, led India to the
Benson and Hedges World
Championship triumph in

Melbourne in 1985.
India played its 1000th
ODI  on Sunday in

Ahmedabad against the
West Indies. The former
India captain spoke to The
Telegraph on the team’s
odyssey in this format.

e The Telegraph: You
plyed in India’s firstever
ODI in 1974, at Leeds
against England, and hit the
first six in a match India
eventually lost by four wick-
ets. Any special memories?

The memory is essentially
of a very grassy pitch where
the ball was seaming

total of 265) batted really
well on a tough surface.
Was it because of lack of
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around quite a bit. Brijesh
Patel (who top scored with
82 off 78 balls in India’s

one-day cricket that India
struggled to get used to the
format initially? Could that

be blamed as the reason
behind India’s failures in
the 1975 and 1979 World
Cups in England?

India hardly had any
one-day domestic tourna-
ments then. There was club
cricket of course, but the
batting upbringing then
was not to hit the ball in the
air and so not many sixes
were seen even in club
cricket.

e The 1983 World Cup
win is reckoned as a turning
point towards revolutionis-
ing Indian cricket and will
remain the greatest tri-
umph. Did you realise its
far-reaching implications

then? No, at that time we
didn’t understand the signif-
icance of that win. e« Don't
you think that India’s win
against the West Indies in
the second ODI at Berbice
(on March 29, 1983) set the
ball rolling for the Lord’s tri-
umph? That ODI win never
got the appreciation it
deserved...

That win definitely gave
us the confidence that we
could beat a top team, and
then when we beat them
again in the first match of
our 1983 campaign, the
belief in our ability to beat
any team strengthened.



BUSINESS
Sensex falls on Fed rate hike fears

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

On Monday, the benchmark
Sensex sank by 1023.63
points, tumbling below the
58000 threshold and send-
ing an eddy of fear through
the stock markets which
have been spooked by the
prospect of an imminent
interest rate increase in the
US and the surge in crude
oil prices.

The bellwether indices
clocked their worst show in
two weeks as relentless sell-
ing by foreign portfolio
investors compounded the
misery for the market
ahead of a three-day meet-
ing of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), which is under
pressure to announce
measures to soothe con-
cerns over the US Federal
Reserve’s taper plans and
rising inflation.

The Sensex plummeted
almost 1346 points at one
stage during a torrid day of
trading. The broader Nifty
50 fell 302.70 points, or
1.73 per cent, to close at
17213.60. The market has

been nervously trying to
second guess the RBI poli-
cymakers’ moves amid
mounting speculation that
they could raise the reverse
repo rate by 20 to 25 basis
points, which could push up

www.opensearch.co.in

repo rate which is currently
at 4 per cent. This means
that there isn’t likely to be
any impact on home and
auto loans. Some pundits,
however, believe that a rate
hike could come in April if

barrel — a level that hasn’t
been seen in seven years.
India is clearly worried
by the surge in oil prices.
Rameshwar Teli, minister
of state for petroleum and
natural gas, said in the

shortterm interest rates.
The reverse repo —
currently ruling at 3.35 per
cent —is the rate at which
banks park their surplus
money with the RBI. The
central bank is not expected
to tinker with the policy

inflation remains elevated.
A lot will depend on
how crude oil prices
behave. On Monday, Brent
crude was quoted at $92.87
per barrel with some
experts suggesting that it
could soon cross $100 a

Rajya Sabha that the gov-
ernment had urged crude
oil producing nations and
the Organisation  of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (Opec) to ensure
reasonable prices. India
imports almost 85 per cent

OPEN SEARCH

of its crude oil require-
ments and is watching
these developments closely.

Interest rates The big
fear is over the rise in the
US interest rates and the
havoc that this could trigger
in global markets with a
possible exodus of money
from emerging markets like
India.

Recently, the Bank of
England raised its bank rate
for the second consecutive
occasion to 0.50 per cent.
While other central banks
are also expected to follow
suit in the coming weeks or
months, their actions may
not bode good news to
asset classes like equities
since the cost of money will
go up. One of the main rea-
sons that saw stocks hitting
record levels last year was
that liquidity was available
at dirt cheap rates. Market
observers say corporate
earnings in the October-
December quarter have
been fairly mixed — and
this has been another rea-
son for the market’s volatil-

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

DRL wins approval
for Sputnik Light

Dr Reddy’s Laboratories (Dr Reddy’s) on Monday said
the drugs controller general of India (DCGI) has granted
approval to the single-shot Sputnik Light vaccine for
restricted use in emergency situation in India.

Sputnik Light is a one-dose vaccine and it is the sec-
ond one for the Hyderabad-based drug firm after the
two-shot Sputnik V vaccine. In September 2020, Dr
Reddy’s had joined hands with the Russian Direct
Investment Fund (RDIF) to conduct clinical trials of

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

statement.

Dr Reddy’s on Monday said that following its phase
III clinical trial of the single-shot Sputnik Light vaccine
in India, it had submitted an application for its approval
to the DCGI in December 2021, in addition to data from
clinical trials in Russia. The standalone Sputik Light
vaccine is the latest vaccine to be approved by the DCGI

as part of India’s national inoculation effort against
Covid-19. It has been approved in over 30 countries
globally that includes Argentina, the UAE, Philippines
and Russia. In a separate statement, RDIF CEO Kirill
Dmitriev stated that the authorisation of Sputnik Light
in India is another major step in successful cooperation
between Russia and India in the fight against Covid.

Automobile sales dip 10% in
January

Semiconductor shortages continued to plague the auto-
mobile sector with passenger vehicle retail sales declin-
ing 10 per cent year-on-year in January 2022.
Passenger vehicle sales dropped to 258,329 units in
January this year, down 10.12 per cent from 287,424
units in January 2021, Federation of Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA) said. “In spite of good demand, pas-
senger vehicles continue to face the brunt of semicon-
ductor shortage, resulting in the absence of a healthy
inventory,” FADA president Vinkesh Gulati said in a

Two-wheeler sales in January this year declined
13.44 per cent to 10,17,785 units compared with
11,75,832 units in January 2021. Gulati said rural dis-
tress coupled with price rise and the Omicron wave led

Sputmik V and dis-
tribute the vaccine
in India.

Later in April

2021, the DCGI
granted approval to
the two-dose

Sputnik V vaccine
for restricted use in
emergency situation
in India.

Chance to

CALCUTTA: (AGENCY)

For the first time,
Coinswitch — a unicorn in
the crypto currency uni-
verse — has decided to test
the market with a recurring
buy plan that gives
investors the chance to
acquire units that will
derive value from any of the
80 underlying crypto coins,
including Bitcoin,
Ethereum and Dogecoin.

The plan brings the
benefits of compounding
into the crypto currency
space, which appeared to
gain a veneer of legitimacy
after being brought within
the tax net in this year’s
budget.

A systematic invest-
ment plan (SIP) is a popular
concept among mutual

fund investors that aims to
help investors tide over the
volatility in equity funds.

Borrowing on that
concept, Coinswitch said it
plans to offer crypto
investors a service that will
help them beat market
volatility and avoid impul-
sive buying or selling deci-
sions. Users will have to
sign up through a waitlist
to get early access to the
feature.

Coinswitch already has
15 million registered users
and believes the idea will
resonate with that commu-
nity.

But there is a differ-
ence: in a mutual fund, the
proceeds from the sale of
units are spread across a
number of equities that the
fund manager picks.

Political Parties Encashed Electoral
Bonds Worth ? 324 Crore In 2020-21

NEW DELHI: (AGENCY)

Political parties encashed
electoral bonds worth ?
324.36 crore in 2020-21,
government informed
Parliament on Tuesday.
Minister of state for finance
Pankaj Chaudhary in a
written response to a ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha gave
this information, while
adding that State Bank of
India (SBI) is the autho-
rised bank for issuing and
encashing electoral bonds.

The minister further
said in his response that
party-wise details of elec-
toral bonds encashment is
not collated centrally at SBI.

During 2020-21, 14th
and 15th tranches of elec-
toral bonds were issued
and encashed Mr
Chaudhary further said

that electoral bonds worth
Rs 1,212.86 crore were
encashed by political par-
ties in the 19th tranche of
electoral bonds. As per the
guidelines, the bond under

W

this scheme can be pur-
chased by a person, who is
a citizen of India or incor-
porated or established in
India and a person being
an individual can buy
bonds, either singly or
jointly with other individu-
als.

Accordingly, no elec-
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Adanis bid for oil pipeline in Bengal

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The expression of interest
submitted by Adani Total
Private Limited (ATPL) to
the upstream regulator
PNGRB to lay, build, operate
or expand the natural gas
pipeline from Haldia to
Panitar faces opposition
from H-Energy. H-Energy,
which has been awarded
the Kanai Chatta Srirampur
Pipeline (KSPL) by PNGRB,
said the proposed pipeline
would be a duplication of
infrastructure,  thereby
raising costs for con-
sumers. Adani in its Eol had
stated that the proposed
pipeline will be connected
to Jagdishpur-Haldia and
Bokaro-Dhamra Pipeline
(JHBDPL) and supply in
demand centres in Bengal
(Calcutta, Howrah, Dum
Dum, Kolaghat). The end
point of the pipeline is
Panitar (near Indo-Bangla
Border).

From here the pipeline
may be connected to the
gas grid of western
Bangladesh facilitating sup-
ply of natural gas across
borders. However, H-
Energy said: “PNGRB had

held that there was no
requirement for multiple
pipelines from Kukrahati to
Itinda or Contai-Dattapulia-
Jajpur-Dhamra-Cuttack-
Paradip, (when) it had
invited bids on laying of
KSPL pipeline.

proposed by ATP] i.e.
Haldia and Panitar, respec-
tively, are proximate to the
injection and delivery
points of the proposed KIP],
i.e. Kukrahati and Itinda.
Further, the natural gas
pipeline proposed by ATP1

adani

“Considering the view
of the board on an earlier
occasion that it would be
impractical to have multiple
pipelines in the same area
and would lead to infructu-
ous investment and subop-
timal utilisation of
resources, the same logic
should apply to the subject
EOI by ATPL”

H-Energy said the
injection point and delivery
point of the indicative route
of the natural gas pipeline

runs parallel to, and even
crosses into the tariff zone
of the KSPI pipeline being
developed by Hooghly
Pipelines Private Limited
(HPPI), a subsidiary of H-
Energy. The JHBDPL natu-
ral gas pipeline, which is
part of Pradhan Mantri Urja
Ganga Gas Pipeline initia-
tive, is being developed to
connect the eastern and
north-eastern part of India
with the national natural
gas transmission network.

bite into Bitcoin, bit by

In this case, all the
units will be linked to a sin-
gle crypto coin that the user
prefers.

“At CoinSwitch, we
want to help users across
their financial journey.
Crypto is an emerging but
attractive asset class and
has a higher degree of
volatility in comparison to
traditional assets.

Recurring buy plan allows
users to experience the
power of compounding by
systematically buying cryp-
tos and making regular, dis-
tributed purchases,” said
Ashish Singhal, founder and
CEO, CoinSwitch.

“As more Indians con-
tinue to diversify their
investment portfolio with
crypto, the CoinSwitch

recurring buy plan will
allow long-term investors
to invest systematically and
avoid the impulse to time
the market and make emo-
tional trading decisions. It
will also empower users
with a lower risk profile to
explore this new asset
class,” he added. The devel-
opment comes in the wake
of the Centre’s decision to
tax crypto currency trans-
actions at 30 per cent
which was announced in
the recent budget.

The government has
insisted that the bid to tax
crypto currency transac-
tions ought not to be read
as a sign that the govern-
ment was ready to legit-
imise the product. No deci-
sion has been taken one
way or the other. In the

absence of a regulator or
rules, industry players have
decided to entice wary
investors with such experi-
ments. CoinSwitch says it is
working on measures to
make crypto investing safe
in India. “On CoinSwitch,
users can deposit only
Indian Rupees from their
verified bank account. The
company permits only resi-
dent Indian bank accounts
on the platform and con-
ducts a name screening (for
politically exposed person
status, sanctioned list, and
negative news) if any user
makes a payment beyond a
threshold. “In December,
CoinSwitch also launched
Riskometer, a new feature
inside the app which warns
users before they buy into
riskier cryptos.

Amazon contests CCI order before NCLAT

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

The National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) will hear on
February 14 Amazon’s plea against
the Competition Commission of India
(CCI) order that had suspended the
approval for its 2019 deal with Future
Coupons Pvt Ltd (FCPL).

In January, Amazon had filed an
appeal with the NCLAT against the
December 17, 2021 order of the CCL
The competition watchdog had sus-
pended the Amazon-FCPL deal saying
the US e-commerce giant had sup-
pressed information while seeking
clearances for the transaction. The CCI
had said the approval for the
Amazon-Future Coupons transaction
“shall remain in abeyance”, even as it
gave Amazon 60 days to make a fresh
application.

A three-member bench on
Monday gave a direction to list on
February 14 Amazon'’s plea to pass an
interim order and stay the CII order till

it finally decides on the matter.

“The registry is directed to list on
February 14 for hearing,” quoting the
NCLAT bench said. The appellate tri-
bunal also directed to list the appeals
filed by the Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) and All India

Distributors

Product
Federation on the same date.
During the proceedings, Gopal

Consumer

Subramaniam, who represented
Amazon, requested the tribunal to put
a stay on the order passed by the CCI
until it hears the appeal According to

him, the 60-day window granted by
the CCI for complying with its order
was coming to an end.

However, Harish Salve, appearing
for the Future Group firm, opposed
the motion. Salve said the matter was
fixed on Monday only for directions.

Responding to the request of the
CCI counsel that it should start a day-
to-day final hearing on the matter, the
appellate tribunal said the matter
would be taken up on February 14
only for hearing on the application
and would fix the matter for hearing
later. Both Amazon and the Future
group have been locked in a bitter
legal tussle after the former dragged
Future Group to arbitration at the
Singapore International Arbitration
Centre (SIAC) in October 2020, argu-
ing that Future Retail Ltd (FRL) had
violated their 2019 contract by enter-
ing into a Rs 24,713 crore deal with
Reliance Retail Recently, FRL had also
approached the SIAC to stay the arbi-
tration proceedings.

to adrop in the sales in this segment. Tractor sales stood
at 55,421 units last month, down 9.86 per cent from
61,485 units in January 2021. Commercial vehicle sales,
however, witnessed a growth of 20.52 per cent in
January this year at 67,763 units against 56,227 units
in January 2021.

“With the revival in the economy, the commercial
vehicle segment continues to show year-on-year
growth, especially in the HCV category. With increased
infrastructure spending by the central as well as state
governments, the overall CV segment remains in
momentum,” Gulati noted.

BusinessCorporatesGautam
Adani Overtakes Mukesh Ambani

As Asia's Richest Person
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Gautam Adani, the Indian billionaire who turned a small
commodities trading business into a conglomerate
spanning ports, mines and green energy, is now Asia's
richest person. The 59-year-old mogul's net worth
reached $88.5 billion on Monday, according to the
Bloomberg Billionaires Index, eclipsing fellow country-
man Mukesh Ambani's $87.9 billion. With an almost
$12 billion jump in his personal fortune, Adani is the
world's biggest wealth-gainer this year.

The coal magnate -- whose controversial Australian
mine project drew flak from climate activists including
Greta Thunberg -- has increasingly looked beyond the
fossil fuel for expansion. He's moving into renewable
energy, airports, data centers and defense contracting --
priorities Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi also
considers crucial to nation-building and meeting the
country's long-term economic goals. "The Adani Group

has spotted and entered all the happening sectors at the

Hyundai Told To Be More Forceful In
Apology: Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal

NEW DELHI: (AGENCY)

As Hyundai Motors finds itself in the
eye of the storm on its Pakistan part-
ner's controversial tweet on the
Kashmir issue, Commerce minister
Piyush Goyal said on Tuesday that [
the government has asked the |

been offering support and "posting
content on Kashmir solidarity day
observed by Pakistan". "The content

they have posted on their platforms
calls for freedom for Kashmir" she

South Korean auto major to be |[se

more forceful in its unequivocal
apology.

Hyundai had issued a clarifica-
tion after it faced calls for a boycott
of its cars, but there have been
demands for the company to apolo-
gise unequivocally over its Pakistan
partner expressing solidarity with
the cause of separate Kashmir.

Mr Goyal commented on the mat-
ter in Rajya Sabha, when it was raised
there.

"This issue has been taken up
both with the government there and
the company concerned" Mr Goyal
said. "They (Hyundai) have already
issued a clarification yesterday. We
have also asked them to be more
forceful in their unequivocal apology
on this issue." Earlier raising the
issue, Priyanka Chaturvedi of Shiv
Sena said certain companies have

said without naming Hyundai. Similar
posts had also appeared from social
media handles linked to Kia Motors'
dealers/ partners in Pakistan.

The companies, she said, do busi-
ness both in India and Pakistan, and
"yet have posted content in solidarity
with Pakistan over Kashmir".

"Such posts that are challenging
the sovereignty of our country should
not be acceptable. It has been surpris-
ing that it has been ignored till now.
And also keeping in mind that these

companies have been flourishing in

India for the past many years yet
choosing to take stances that are con-
tentious is unacceptable.

“Companies must respect the
rules and laws of the nation they
operate in and should refrain from
engaging in political and con-
tentious causes,” Ms Chaturvedi
said, demanding that the govern-
ment ensures apology by the firms
for the "seditious posts, and
ensure companies that operate
here do not challenge the sover-
eignty of the country".
| A row had erupted on

February 6, a day after Pakistan
marked the annual Kashmir

Solidarity Day, when posts on behalf of
Hyundai's partner Nishat Group
appeared on Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram.

Responding to the furore,
Hyundai's India unit said that it has a
"zero-tolerance policy towards insen-
sitive communication and we strongly
condemn any such view". "The unso-
licited social media post linking
Hyundai Motor India is offending our
unparalleled commitment and service
to this great country.

Gainwell unit at Panagarh

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Gainwell Engineering on
Monday said that it will
invest around Rs 500 crore
in Bengal to set up a green-
field manufacturing unit at
Panagarh, having entered
into a technology licensing
agreement for under-
ground mining equipment
manufacturing with global
firm Caterpillar. Gainwell
Engineering is a manufac-
turing venture of Gainwell
Commosales Private
Limited (formerly Tractors
India Private Limited). The
plant will create employ-
ment opportunity for 250
technicians and the compa-
ny will make select models
of continuous miners, face
haulers, roof support carri-
ers, scoops/ multi utility
vehicles, feeder breakers
and highwall miner under
Gainwell brand The com-
pany’s chairman and man-
aging director Sunil Kumar
Chaturvedi said the plant is
expected to be completed
by December and the com-
pany has already started
receiving orders from glob-

al customers. In addition to
India, China, South East
Asia, Australia, Russia and
US are among the geogra-
phies where the company
is expecting demand to
come from.

“Internally we have
projected the manufactur-
ing company (Gainwell
Engineering) will reach a
topline of Rs 1,000 crore by
around 2025 and 80 per
cent of the business will be
from export,’ said
Chaturvedi.

“With the acquisition
of the IP licence from
Caterpillar, our main priori-
ty at this stage will be to
ensure that our customers
experience a seamless tran-
sition as we continue to
deliver the range of innova-
tive products and excep-
tional support they have
come to expect from
Caterpillar,” said
Chaturvedi.

“We are pleased to
transition the medium and
high seam underground
room and pillar equipment,
as well as the aftermarket
licensing.
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Ram Charan says it was not his decision to
work with father Chiranjeevi in Acharya:
'Director and script demanded it'

Actor Ram Charan has revealed that working
with his father, actor Chiranjeevi in the upcom-
ing Telugu film Acharya was a creative call that
the film’s director Koratala Siva took. In a new
interview, he clarified that he didn't take the call
to actin Acharya just because he’s the co-produc-
er of the film. He also said that being a part of the
same film as Chiranjeevi meant a lot to his moth-
er. Earlier, Chiranjeevi and Ram Charan worked
together in the Telugu film Bruce Lee: The
Fighter. However, he had a brief role in the film.
This is the first time that they’ll be featuring
together in full-length roles.

In an interview with Bollywood Life, Ram
Charan said, “I mean, it was not my decision. Yes,
I'm a part producer in that, but, initially, we had
many choices..like someone from outside the
family of course. However, our director, Koratala
Siva sir had decided somehow, one day, to call me
and say, 'l know you're working on RRR, I know
we cannot ask Rajamouli sir for time out from
RRR for our film (Acharya), but I'm not able to

\

think beyond you in terms of the script require-
ment, the script comfort to have me in it.”

He also said, “(It was) not like we both decid-
ed (Chiranjeevi and him)...come on, let's make a
movie together. I think the director and the
script demanded it and Rajamouli sir gave the
time off the sets (of RRR) for my film (Acharya)
and it meant a lot. More than for me, it meant a
lot for my mother."

Acharya, as per reports, will be about a mid-
dle-aged Naxalite-turned-social reformer who

launches a fight against the Endowments
Department over misappropriation and embez-
zlement of temple funds and donations. The film
originally was supposed to mark Trisha’s return
to Telugu films after many years. However, she
opted out of the project due to creative differ-
ences. She was eventually replaced by Kajal
Aggarwal The film also stars Pooja Hegde oppo-
site Ram Charan. The film is set to release on
April 29 after its original February opening was

pushed due to the surge in Covid-19 cases, the
producers announced recently. The Telugu
drama was earlier set to release theatrically on
February 4 and will now arrive in theatres on the
occasion of the Ugadi festival It is backed by
Matinee Entertainment and Konidela Production
Company. Acharya began filming in 2020 but
faced delays in production due to Covid-19. The
film is presented by Surekha Konidela. (AGENCY)

Deepika Padukone goes 'yuck'’

at comments on whether she

took Ranveer Singh's permis-
sion for intimate scenes

Actor Deepika Padukone has reacted to comments ask-
ing if her husband, actor Ranveer Singh was okay with
her intimate moments in the upcoming film Gehraiyaan.
In the trailer of the movie, Deepika and her co-star
Siddhant Chaturvedi are seen sharing Kkisses.
Gehraiyaan, directed by Shakun Batra, is a drama on
modern-day relationships. Apart from Deepika
Padukone and Siddhant Chaturvedj, the film also features
Ananya Panday, Dhairya Karwa, Naseeruddin Shah and
Rajat Kapur. In an interview with Bollywood Bubble,
Deepika responded to the remark, “It’s stupid that we're
even reacting to it. I think, for us, that's the most impor-
tant thing. [ don’t read comments. I'm pretty certain even
he doesn’t. And, I think. Yuck! It just feels so stupid.”

On Ranveer's reaction to Gehraiyaan, Deepika said,
“I think he is extremely proud. He’s extremely proud of
the film that we made and he’s extremely proud of my
performance.”

Deepika and Siddhant's chemistry in Gehraiyaan has
been praised by the audience. The film is one of the first
Indian projects to have an intimacy director on board.
Dar Gai, an India-based Ukraine-born filmmaker; is cred-
ited as the intimacy director on Gehraiyaan.

Deepika said, "(Having an intimacy director) adds an
element of security, comfort and trust. But there is so
much more to the film than intimacy. The intimacy
comes in when you are trying to be authentic with mod-
ern-day relationships. It's just a part of the film. A lot of
time we shy away from showing what relationships in
real life are or what they could be on screen.”

Jointly backed by Dharma Productions and
Viacom18 Studios in association with Batra's Jouska
Films, Gehraiyaan is an Amazon Original film that will
start streaming from February 11. (AGENCY)

Zoe Saldana posts
Guardians of the Galaxy 3
spoilers on Instagram

Zoe Saldana, who plays Gamora in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, made a faux pas on Monday when the actor
accidentally revealed more than what the studio wanted
in a recent post on Instagram. The actor has since
removed the post. On Sunday, Zoe shared another
behind-the-scenes look of her transformation into
Gamora on Instagram. She has shared several such posts
in the past. However, the post contained something
Marvel Studios did not want revealed at this stage. The
video in the post showed Zoe with her green Gamora
make-up, wearing a dark robe, while reading a script of
Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 3. Eagle-
eyed fans were
quick to spot that
some parts of the
script in  Zoe's
hands were read-
able and might con-
tain spoilers to the
film. During an

) ) appearance on
Deadline's Hero Nation podcast, the filmmaker con-
firmed that the upcoming third instalment will be the
last time audiences see the current iteration of
Guardians featuring Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Karen
Gillan, and Dave Bautista. The actor promptly deleted the
post and uploaded another post, with the caption, "Had
to take this down before because of Marvel Security. Now
that I covered what they don't want you to see, let's just

This time, the script was scribbled over in green. Marvel
films are almost always shrouded in secrecy with the
Marvel Studios taking extra care to avoid leaks and spoil-
ers when the films are in production. Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 3 is directed by James Gunn, who helmed the
previous two films in the franchise too. The film takes off
from after the events of Avengers: Endgame and is part
of MCU's Phase 4.

The film also sees Chris Pratt, Dave Bautista, Karen
Gillan, Vin Diesel, Bradley Cooper, and Sylvester Stallone
reprising their roles from previous Marvel films. Will
Poulter will also appear as Adam Warlock. The film is
currently in production and is slated to release on May 5,
2023. In a recent interaction, director James Gunn indi-
cated that the third part is the final film of the franchise.

ENTERTAINMENT

Akshay Kumar, Tiger Shroff
team up for action movie
'‘BadeMiyan ChoteMiyan'

Superstar Akshay Kumar
and actor Tiger Shroff are
set to star in the actioner
"BadeMiyan ChoteMiyan",
to be directed by filmmaker
Ali Abbas Zafar.

The Vashu Bhagnani-
produced film is a follow-up
to Amitabh Bachchan and
Govinda's 1998 movie
'Bade Miyan Chote
Miyan', which was
directed by David
Dhawan. The new film,
which will kickstart an
action franchise, will
release in five lan-
guages—Hindi,
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada
and Malayalam—on
Christmas 2023.

It is produced by
Vashu Bhagnani,
Deepshikha
Deshmukh,  Jackky
Bhagnani, Himanshu
Kishan Mehra and Zafar,
who has also written the
movie.

"It's a film very close to
my heart as it brought
together two legends Amit ji
and Govinda and was
directed by my favourite
Davidji. It is heartening to
see my Chote Miyan Jackky
recreate that magic along

After Spider-Man: No Way Home cameo

Charlie Cox wants to play Daredevil
till he is 'too old for the part’

Among the several cameos
in Spider-Man: No Way
Home, one that got fans
really excited was Charlie
Cox reprising his role as
Matt Murdock in one of the
opening scenes of the film.
Matt is the alter ego of
Marvel superhero Daredevil
and Charlie had previously
portrayed the character in
the Netflix show Daredevil
and the limited series
Defenders.

Bringing the same actor to
play the same role in a
Marvel Cinematic Universe
film felt like a move towards
bringing those shows into
the MCU canon. And natu-
rally, since Charlie was

always been a fan favourite,
there was a campaign from
fans to get him to reprise
his role in future MCU proj-
ects as well

Now the actor has
joined the clamour, saying
that he would want to ply
the role for years to come.
Speaking in a video for
Supernova Comic Con, a
comic and pop culture con-
vention in Melbourne,
Charlie spoke about plying
Daredevil "I feel so lucky to
have been cast in that role
and it's a gift that keeps on
giving. 1 enjoyed every
minute of making the show.
So, to be asked to come
back in any capacity is

Bhumi Pednekar explains what's
written on her saree, Rajkummar
Rao has a hilarious joke ready

Bhumi Pednekar and
Rajkummar Rao will be the
latest guests on The Kapil
Sharma Show. On Tuesday,
Sony Entertainment
Television shared a new
promo from the upcoming
episode on social media.

In the promo, Bhumi
and Rajkummar arrive on
the show to promote their
upcoming movie, Badhaai
Do. Host Kapil Sharma
gives Bhumi a compliment
on her saree, which has
words in different lan-
guages written all over it.
“You are already so beauti-
ful and what a stunning
saree you are wearing
today. Wow. What's written
on it?" he asked Bhumi let
him know that it says ‘love'
in different languages.

“Every time I wear a
saree to your show, my film
has been a hit” Bhumi tells
Kapil Rajkummar sees an
opportunity for a joke and
says, “Pehle batati, main bhi
pehen ke aata (Should have
told me earlier. I'd have
worn one too),” he says,
inspiring big laughs from
guest Archana Puran Singh.

Also in the promo,
Rajkummar Rao teased
Kapil for becoming dad to
two kids in just 1.5 years.
Kapil, instead, mentioned
Rajkummar's 'useless' mus-
cular body in the film as he
is not romancing Bhumi or
beating up goons. “Did you

make this body to lift cylin-
ders on set?," he asked the
actor. Also seen on the
episode will be film's direc-
tor Harshavardhan
Kulkarni. The Kapil Sharma
Show cast members
Krushna Abhishek and
Sudhesh Lahiri will also be
part of the episode.
Badhaai Do is a spiritual
sequel to 2018's Badhaai
Ho, starring Ayushmann
Khurrana, Neena Gupta and
Gajraj Rao. Badhaai Do stars
Bhumi as a PE teacher and
Rajkummar. (AGENCY)

absolutely great to me," he
said. Attention, Daredevil
fans! Some thoughts from
the one and only Charlie
Cox on the future of The
Man Without Fear! ?? The
actor then opened up about
what he'd want his future to
be like in the MCU. He added,
"l don't want to sound
greedy but [ hope I get to do
loads more and I get to be
involved way more for
many years. [ hope it never
ends. [ hope it gets to a point
where people say, 'You are
too old to be plying this
part'." Charile cautiously
added that he did not know
what the producers of
Marvel Studios had in mind

for the character and that
he was just stating his own
wish list, at the top of which,
is crossing over to different
films and interacting with
different characters. "I don't
know what their plans are
but my hope is [ get to do as
much as I'm allowed to do.
The one thing that MCU
allows, which we couldn't do
in the Netflix stuff is that [
can interact with other MCU
characters. Crossovers
would be really cool That's
the thing I'd want to do
next. I don't know what that
looks like and I don't know
what they are planning but
there are some really inter-
esting stories that I would

love the character to
explore," he said.

Charlie played
Daredevil and Matt

Murdock on Daredevil for
three seasons starting in
2015. He also appeared
alongside other Netflix
Marvel characters in a limit-
ed series The Defenders in
2017. His foray into the
MCU had been teased
through leaked set pictures
when No Way Home was in
production but Marvel did
not formally comment on it
till the movie released in
December 2021. (AGENCY)

with Ali Abbas Zafar who
has a brilliant vision for the
film.

"l am so humbled to
have Akshay Kumar and
Tiger Shroff be our Bade
Miyan and Chote Miyan for
a new generation of audi-
ences in 2023," the produc-

er said in a statement.

Kumar and Shroff, who
have teamed up for the first
time, took to Twitter and
shared an announcement
video, which featured them
in an action sequence.

"The year you debuted
in this world, I debuted in
films. Phir bhi mugqgabla
karoge Chote Miyan? Chal

phir ho jaye full-on action!
@iTIGERSHROFF

#BadeMiyanChoteMiyan
Christmas 2023," tweeted
Akshay.

Shroff posted, "Double
Action, Double Dhamaka!!
Ready Bade @akshaykumar
toh Kkhiladiyo ki

tarah

dikhaye heropanti? So
excited to present to you all,
the biggest action entertain-
er ever #BadeMiyan
ChoteMiyan" "BadeMiyan
ChoteMiyan" will be pre-
sented by Vashu Bhagnani
and Pooja Entertainment in
association with Zafar's
AAZ films. (AGENCY)

Aalu’ Alia Bhatt reveals she'd be 'more
than glad' to work with Allu Arjun, says
entire family is Pushpa actor's fan

Actor Alia Bhatt has
revealed that she is 'more
than glad' to work with
actor Allu Arjun, who was
recently seen in Pushpa:
The Rise. Alia also revealed
that her entire family is his
fan.

In a statement, Alia
Bhatt has said, “My entire
family has watched Pushpa
and became fans of Allu
Arjun. They are asking me
when [ will get a chance to

Meanwhile, Alia is all
set for the release of her
long-delayed film Gangubai
Kathiawadi, helmed by
Sanjay Leela Bhansali. The
first, almost 3-minute trailer
was unveiled recently. The
period drama features Alia
as Gangubai, one of the
most powerful, loved and
respected madams from
Kamathipura during the
1960s. Ajay Devgn also
plays a pivotal role in the

get paired opposite
him. As they call me
Aalu at home, they
are asking, ‘Aalu,
when will you work
with Allu?’ I'm more
than glad to jump
aboard if 1 get a
chance to work with
him”.

) ?L

Allu  Arjun's
Pushpa, an action entertain-
er directed by Sukumar,
released in theatres on
December 17 last year and
has been widely praised. It
has been produced by
Naveen Yerneni and Y Ravi
Shankar of Mythri Movie
Makers in association with
Muttamsetty Media.

The movie that stars
Allu Arjun as Pushpa Raj
also features Rashmika
Mandanna and Fahadh
Faasil Pushpa: The Rise
will also have a sequel,
Pushpa: The Rule. The film
has crossed the 7100 crore
mark at the Indian box
office. It has also become
one of the highestgrossing
movies of 2021.

movie. Gangubai
Kathiawadi also stars Vijay
Raaz, Indira Tiwari, and
Seema Pahwa. This project
will also see Bhansali
Productions collaborating
with Jayantilal Gada's Pen
India Limited After being
delayed multiple times due
to the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic, Gangubai
Kathiawadi is now slated to
release in theatres on
February 25. Apart from
Gangubai Kathiawadi, Alia
also has the upcoming film
Brahmastra in the pipeline.
The film also features
Ranbir Kapoor, Amitabh
Bachchan, AKkKkineni
Nagarjuna, and Mouni Roy
in key roles. (AGENCY)

Shark Tank India's Anupam Mittal calls himself
‘faltu aadmi’ for featuring in all episode

Anupam Mittal, founder and CEO of
People Group and Shaadi.com, opened
up about featuring in all the episodes
of Shark Tank India. In an interview,
Anupam said he was determined to
not let go of a single episode.

Anupam was talking about his
rapport with the co-sharks on the
show, when he said he could bond
with all of them because he's been a
constant on the show while others
appeared on rotational basis. Jokingly,
Anupam called himself ‘faltu admi

(jobless person)!

Speaking with Siddharth Kannan
in an interview, Anupam said: “Shark
Tank ke saare episodes mein main
hoon, kyun ki main faltu admi hun.
Main aake baith gaya, karlo jo karna
hai, main kahi nahi jaane wala. Baaki
sab thode rotate hote hain. Ek hafta yeh
nahi hai, do hafta yeh nahi hai, teen
hafta yeh nahi hai (I am in all the
episodes because I'm a jobless man. |
came, secured a seat and said ‘do
whatever you can but 'm not moving'.
The other sharks keep rotating, some-
one isn't there for a week, another one
isn't there for two weeks and so on).”

“Toh main sabko bariki se, Ghazal
ko chhor ke, kyun ki woh pregnant hai,
kaafi achhe se jaan gaya main. I think
it's been a privilege for me. Mazaa aya
(So expect Ghazal, who is pregnant, I

know everyone quite well. It was fun).”
Anupam's fellow sharks on the show
include Ashneer Grover (co-founder
and managing director of BharatPe),
Lenskart co-founder and CEO Peyush
Bansal, Namita Thapar (executive
director of Emcure Pharmaceuticals),
Aman Gupta (co-founder and chief
marketing officer at boAt), Vineeta
Singh (CEO and co-founder of SUGAR
Cosmetics) and Ghazal Alagh (co-
founder of Mamaearth). Shark Tank
India wrapped last week with a shark-
studded party hosted by Anupam
Mittal and his wife Aanchal Kumar. All
the sharks attended the gettogether

with their respective spouses.

Speaking to Hindustan Times ear-
lier, Anupam talked about becoming
famous because of the show: "I think
it's an exciting phase, I would be lying
if I said I didn't like it. It's great for
brand, great for us. So thoda ajeeb hai,
but mazaa aa raha hai (It's a little
weird but I am enjoying it)."

“The interesting thing is that it
isn't even Shark Tank's Anupam Mittal
When I go to the gym, boys just shout
'shark, shark!" Ab toh bas shark hi
identity ho gayi hai (Now shark is my
identity),” he added. (AGENCY)
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ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED

CIN:L65929DL1985PLC021037
Regd. Off: R-815 NEW RAJINDER NAGAR NEW DELHI North East DL 110060 IN
Corporate Off: 47/18, Basement Rajendra Place Metro Station New Delhi-110060
Email Id- alstonetextiles@gmail.com, Website- www.alstonetextiles.in
Ph. 011-28744161, 9643924382

STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS
ENDED ON 31ST DECEMBER 2021 - IND-AS COMPLIANT (NON NBFC)

S.N Particulars

Quarter Ended

Nine Months Ended| Year Ended

CURRENT CORRESPONDING

QUARTER QUARTER

CURRENT YEAR TO DATE

QUARTER

01.10.2021
to

01.10.2020

01.04.2021
to

01.04.2020

GENESIS DEVELOPERS AND HOLDINGS LIMITED
CIN: L67190DL1995PLC069768
Regd. Off: R-815 NEW RAJINDER NAGAR NEW DELHI-110060
Email Id: genesislimited1995@gmailcom, Website: www.genesisdevelopersholdings.com
Ph: +91-11-28742357, +91-9891095232

Unaudited Financial Result for the Quarter and Nine Months Ended 31.12.2021

S.N Particulars

Quarter Ended

Nine Months Ended Year Ended

CURRENT

QUARTER QUARTER

CORRESPONDING

CURRENT NINE
MONTHS

YEAR TO DATE FIGURES FOR|
PREVIOUS YEAR

01.10.2021 01.10.2020
to to
31.12.2021 31.12.2020

01.04.2021 01.04.2020
to to
31.12.2021 31.03.2021

&) &)
L i [ i

R) R)
L i Audited

to
31.12.2021 31.12.2020

31.12.2021

to
31.03.2021
Z)

Total Income from operation

41.33] 41.33

) Z)

)

Audited

Total Income from operation

Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception (0.98)

items

(1.00] (3.92 (4.171)

Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception (1.00) (1.12)

items

(7.05)

(8.77)

Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception (0.98)

itmes)

(1.00 (3.92 (4.171)

Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception (1.12)

itmes)

(1.00)

(7.05)

(8.77)

Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception (0.98)

itmes)

(1.00] (3.92 (4.171)

w IS w N

Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception (1.12)

itmes)

(1.00)

(7.05)

(8.77)

Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period (1.12)
[comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other

comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)]

(1.00)

(7.05)

(8.77)

Paid up equity share capital 1,274.80 1,274.80

1,274.80

1,274.80

Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period (0.98)
[comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other

comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)]

(1.00] (392, (4.171)

Paid up equity share capital 816.52

816.52

816.52 816.52

(0.01

Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) not Annulised-
Basic & Diluted

(0.01 (0.05 (0.05

Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) not Annulised- (0.01) (0.01)

Basic & Diluted

(0.06)

(0.07)

Note 1.The above unaudited financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31,
2021 were reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors and

taken on record at the meeting held on 08.02.2022.

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial result filed with the stock

exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and disclo sure require

ments) Regulations 2015. The full format of the quarterly financial result are available on

the company's website www.alstonetextiles.in.

For and on behalf of board of directors of
ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED

Date: 08.02.2022
Place: New Delhi

DEEPAK KUMAR BHOJAK
MANAGING DIRECTOR
DIN:06933359

Note 1. The above unaudited financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31,
2021 were reviewed by the Audit Committee at the meeting and approved by the Board of
Directors and taken on record at the meeting held on 08.02.2022.

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial result filed with the stock
exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and disclosure requirements)
Regulations 2015. The full format of the quarterly financial result are available on the com

pany's website www.genesisdevelopersholdings.com

For and on

GENESIS DEVELOPERS AND HOLDINGS LIMITED

Date: 08.02.2022
Place: New Delhi

behalf of board of directors of

DEEPAK TYAGI
Managing Director
DIN: 02760361
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