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Andhra, Odisha CMs meet,
agree to resolve disputes

Bhubaneswar, Agency. The issues on agenda
included Kotia gram panchayat, Neradi barrage,
and the release of water for the Bahuda river.
Amid raging territorial issues between Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha, Chief Ministers of both the
states held a meeting here in Bhubaneswar on
Tuesday. Senior officials from both the states,
including their Chief Secretaries, were also
present. Naveen Patnaik and Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy discussed water resources, common
boundary, energy, and Left-wing extremism.
The issues on agenda included Kotia gram
panchayat, Neradi barrage, and the release of
water for the Bahuda river. The CMs have now
directed their respective Chief Secretaries to
set up a system to work on outstanding issues
and find a solution. In a joint statement, they
said, “The states will work towards setting

up a chair for Odia and Telugu languages

in B R Ambedkar University, Srikakulam

and Berhampur University, respectively.
Appointment of language teachers in schools
in border districts, supply of books and
language examination will also be taken up to
promote brotherhood.”

As BJP targets it on Rafale,
Congress asks why didn’t
govt order probe

I

3

inked the deal on September 23, 2016, to
procure 36 Rafale jets from Dassault Aviation
after a nearly seven-year exercise to procure
126 Medium Multi-Role Combat Aircraft
for the IAF did not fructify during the UPA
regime. The BJP and Congress on Tuesday
engaged in a war of words over claims in

a French portal report that commissions
were paid between 2007 and 2012 for
securing the Rafale aircraft deal. While

the BJP targeted the opposition party over
Mediapart’s report that Dassault Aviation,
the manufacturer of Rafale fighter jets, paid
7.5 million euros to an alleged middleman
between 2007 and 2012, when the UPA was
in power, the Congress hit back by asking
why the government has not ordered a joint
parliamentary committee probe yet. The
BJP said the INC (Indian National Congress)
should be renamed ‘I Need Commission’,
alleging that the Congress’s dissatisfaction
with the cut on offer was behind its failed
negotiations when the UPA was in power.
Targeting the Congress leadership, BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra accused Rahul
Gandhi, who has been alleging corruption
in the purchase of the fighter aircraft by the
Narendra Modi government, of spreading
lies. He said Rahul should respond to the
fresh claims. According to Mediapart’s
investigation, Dassault Aviation paid the
kickbacks to the intermediary in Mauritius.

To prevent stress,
CRPF plans ‘chaupals’
for its men to talk

New Delhi, Agency. In a note circulated to
all its zonal headquarters, the CRPF said
that several global studies have shown

that people think of killing themselves

when they find themselves unable to share
their thoughts with others. Alarmed at the
increasing numbers of suicides in the CRPF,
the force has decided to promote a culture
of talking and greater interaction at its
camps so as to prevent the build-up of stress
that might drive some personnel towards
taking the extreme step in despair. In a note
circulated to all its zonal headquarters, the
CRPF leadership has directed that a system
of weekly “chaupals” should be put in place,
during which a group of personnel drawn
from all ranks would interact with one
another on a range of issues other than those
concerning their work. “A force like the CRPF
is predominantly made up of men.
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BJP conclave takes into account state
unit ‘complaint), discusses West Bengal

New Delhi, Agency.

follow-up on them, whereas the Mamata Banerjee government

After the party failed to win a majority in the Bengal Assembly
polls, it has been facing internal issues as well as an exodus of
leaders who had joined it from TMC before the election in March-
April. In a reflection of the growing disappointment in the party
cadre and deepening frustration among the state leadership in
West Bengal over New Delhi’s refusal to lend desired support
to the state unit against what the party calls ruling Trinamool
Congress’s ‘strong-arm tactics, the state came up for special
discussion in the short national executive meeting on Sunday,
sources said. West Bengal was the only state other than the poll-
bound ones to be discussed in the meeting of BJP’s apex policy
making organ Bengal found special mention in both the political
resolution adopted by the conclave and in the inaugural address
of the party president. Sources said the references were in
response to repeated complaints from the state unit. “There has
been a feeling among the cadre and party leaders in West Bengal
that Delhi both the Centre and the party have neglected them
and taken no steps to support them in their fight against TMC,” a
source said. “There is enough evidence against some TMCleaders
in the chit fund and coal scams. The central agencies could
move against them,” a party leader said. “But there has been no

Gen-Z in India more inclined to
save than spend, survey shows

New Delhi, Agency.

The generation born from 1997 to 2012

has initiated cases against several BJP leaders (in Bengal).” The
Enforcement Directorate had earlier summoned Lok Sabha MP
and senior TMC leader Abhishek Banerjee in the alleged Rs 1,352
crore coal scam. The probe was based on an FIR registered by the
CBI over alleged coal pilferage in Eastern Coalfields Ltd mines in
Bengal’s Kunustoria and Kajora collieries. Sources said state BJP
leaders have repeatedly requested the Centre and the party’s
national leadership to ensure the “accused” in these scams are
probed to “reach a logical conclusion.” However, one leader said,
“there has been no concrete action from the Centre. Every time
the leaders tell us that ‘time will come”” After the party failed to
win a majority in the Bengal Assembly polls, it has been facing
internal issues as well as an exodus of leaders who had joined it
from TMC before the election in March-April. Given the exodus,
the party’s strength in the Assembly is down to 70. The party
had won 18 of 42 seats in Bengal in 2019 Lok Sabha elections.
“The organisation the party has built on the ground, our cadres,
and our emergence as an alternative remain. We can continue to
fight if we are backed by appropriate action from Delhi.” Sources
said Bengal leaders who participated in the national executive
presented the case before the national leadership. “But there is
still no sign of action,” the leader quoted above said.

Zakia Jafri’s plea : Communal
violence is like lava erupting from
volcano, Kapil Sibal tells SC

New Delhi, Agency.

Sibal told a bench headed by Justice A M Khanwilkar that
communal violence is a "fertile ground" for future revenge
and he too had lost his maternal grandparents in Pakistan.
Communal violence is like a lava erupting from a volcano
which scars the ground it touches, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal told the Supreme Court on Wednesday while
arguing for Zakia Jafri who has challenged the SIT’s
clean chit to 64 persons including Narendra Modi, the
then Gujarat chief minister during the 2002 riots there.
Sibal told a bench headed by Justice A M Khanwilkar
that communal violence is a “fertile ground” for future
revenge and he too had lost his maternal grandparents
in Pakistan. “Communal violence is like lava erupting
from a volcano. It is institutionalized violence. Wherever

B ~

that lava touches, it scars the earth. It is a fertile ground
for future revenge,” he told the bench, also comprising
Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and C T Ravikumar. “I lost
my maternal grandparents to it in Pakistan,” a visibly
emotional Sibal told the bench, which was hearing Jafri’s
plea. The senior advocate, who was representing Jafri,
said he is not accusing A or B but a message must be sent
to the world that this is “unacceptable” and “cannot be
tolerated”. He said this is a “historic matter” because the
choice is between ensuring that rule of law will prevail

or letting people run amok. The argument in the matter

is going on in the apex court. Jafri is the wife of slain
Congress leader Ehsan Jafri, who was Kkilled at Gulberg
society in Ahmedabad on February 28, 2002 during the
violence. Ehsan Jafri, the former MP, was among the 68
people Kkilled in the violence, a day after the S-6 Coach
of the Sabarmati Express was burnt at Godhra killing 59
people and triggering riots in Gujarat. On October 26, the
apex court had said it would like to peruse the closure
report of the Special Investigation Team (SIT) giving the
clean chit to 64 persons and the justification given by the
magisterial court while accepting it.

Maharashtra: No vaccination, no ration and
fuel supply in Aurangabad, says collector

Aurangabad, Agency.

isinclined torather save than spend, with
about 32% of them surveyed choosing
savings, according to the study by Viral
Fission, a youth community platform. A
majority of India’s Generation Z, whose
oldest members are in their early 20s,
are leaning toward saving money as
they enter the workforce in a world rife
with pandemic-induced uncertainty,
new research shows. The generation
born from 1997 to 2012 is inclined to
rather save than spend, with about 32%
of them surveyed choosing savings,
according to the study by Viral Fission,
a youth community platform. About
23% of respondents favored the safety
of fixed deposits, which was almost
double the number who said they
would invest in cryptocurrencies. The
findings come at a time when the Indian
economy is climbing out of a pandemic-
induced downturn, with unemployment
still high and inflationary pressures
persistent. Spending by Gen-Zers, who
already make up one of the biggest
chunks of the nation of 1.3 billion

people, will be key to sustaining growth
in an economy, where consumption
accounts for some 60% of growth.
“The pandemic played an important
role in Gen-Z attitude toward personal

finance,” said Aditya Anand, chief
revenue officer at Viral Fission. “The
post- pandemic uncertainty instilled
a sense of responsible spending in
the minds of the youth making them
cautious with their spending choices.”
As far as spending was concerned,
about a quarter of the over 5,800
people surveyed said they would use
their money on travel, while less than
13% chose shopping, according to
Viral Fission. Subscriptions, fitness and
leisure activities accounted for the least
spending priority for the group, with
most saying they would spend little or
no money, the study said.

About 55 per cent of the eligible
people in the Aurangabad district
have been inoculated so far,
compared to 74 per cent in the
state. The district administration
in Maharashtra has asked ration
shops, gas agencies and petrol
pumps to supply groceries and
fuel only to those citizens who
have taken at least one dose of
vaccine against COVID-19, officials
said on Wednesday. Aurangabad
ranks 26th in terms of vaccination
among 36 districts in the state,
they said. About 55 per cent of the
eligible people in the district have
been inoculated so far, compared
to 74 per cent in the state,
officials said. In an order issued
on Tuesday night, Aurangabad
Collector Sunil Chavan directed
authorities of the fair price shops,
gas agencies and petrol pumps to
check the vaccination certificates
of customers, an official said. If
the order is not followed, the

administration will take action
against the person/s concerned
under the Disaster Management
Act and the Epidemic Diseases
Act, he said. The collector had
recently also ordered that people
who have not taken a single dose
of COVID-19 vaccine will not be
allowed entry at historic sites
and monuments in Aurangabad,
after the vaccination figures in
the region were found to be low.
In order to step up the vaccination
drive, the Aurangabad zilla
parishad has decided to extend the
inoculation process in the evening,
another official said. “Many

people work in agricultural fields
from morning to evening. Hence,
to facilitate their inoculation,
the zilla parishad will undertake
vaccination from 5 pm to 8 pm in
the district,” the zilla parishad’s
health officer Sudhakar Shekle
told. The first such drive was
organised on Tuesday in
Kaygaon village, located on
the  Aurangabad-Ahmednagar
district border, and 100 doses
were given to residents, he said.
Public announcements were also
being made to create awareness
amount the importance of
vaccination, he added.

Key Cabinet decisions

Govt restores MPLAD scheme, hikes ethanol price; and more

New Delhi, Agency.

The MPLADS funds were temporarily
suspendedinApril2020inviewofthe Covid-19
pandemic. The Union Cabinet on Wednesday
decided to restore the funding for Members
of Parliament Local Area Development
Scheme (MPLADS) for the remainder of
2021-22. The government has also approved
the hiked price of ethanol for blending in
petrol besides approving reservation norms
for jute packaging materials. The MPLADS
funds were temporarily suspended in April
2020 in view of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Then Union Minister Prakash Javadekar had
announced that the consolidated amount of
MPLAD Funds for 2 years Rs 7,900 crores
will go to Consolidated Fund of India. In a
press briefing on Wednesday, Union Minister
Anurag Thakur announced that the scheme
has been restored and will continue till
2025-26. The funds will be released at the
rate of Rs 2 crore per MP for the remainder
of 2021-22 fiscal year, in one instalment.
From 2022-23 to 2025-26, the funds will be
released at a rate of Rs 5 crore per annum per
MP in two instalments of Rs 2.5 crore each.

The MPLADS is a programme first launched
during the Narasimha Rao-led government
in 1993. It is aimed towards providing funds
for developmental works recommended by
individual MPs.

Price of ethanol hiked : As part of the
government’s target to achieve 20 per cent
ethanol blendingin petrol by 2025, the Cabinet
on Wednesday approved the hiked price of

ethanol extracted from sugarcane by up to Rs
1.47 per litre, starting December 2021. The
increased focus on use of ethanol as a fuel will
positively impacting the environment as well
as the lives of farmers and reduce dependency
on the crude oil imports. The rate for ethanol
from C-heavy molasses has been increased
to Rs 46.66 per litre from Rs 45.69 per litre
currently, and that of ethanol from B-heavy

to Rs 59.08 per litre from Rs 57.61 per litre,
the Information and Broadcasting minister
said. The Union Minister also announced that
the price of ethanol extracted from sugarcane
juice, sugar syrup has been increased from
Rs 62.65 to Rs 63.45. He added that ethanol
blending with petrol has touched 8 per cent
in the 2020-21 marketing year (December-
November) and is expected to reach 10 per
cent in the next year.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) also approved the committed
price support of Rs 17,408.85 crore to the
Cotton Commission of India for reimbursing
losses incurred during 2014-15 to 2020-
21 under MSP operations. Apart from these
decisions, Thakur also announced that the
Cabinet has approved reservation norms for
jute packaging materials for the year 2021-
22. The norms for packaging in jute materials
mandate that 100 per cent of the food grains
and 20 per cent of sugar will be packed in
diversified jute bags. Moreover, the Cabinet
approved the declaration of November 15, the
birth anniversary of Birsa Munda, as “Janjatiya
Gaurav Diwas” and is planning to hold week-
long celebrations till November 22.
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Govt comes up with accessibility standards
for hearing impaired on TV channels

75 pilgrims from Bengal injured
as bus hits truck in Jharkhand

Hazaribag, Agency.

The incident happened at Danuwa-Bhanuwa Ghat on
National Highway 2 in the Chouparan police station area,
police said. Around 75 pilgrims from West Bengal were
injured after their bus hit a truck parked on the roadside in
Jharkhand’s Hazaribagh district, police said on Wednesday.
The incident happened at Danuwa-Bhanuwa Ghat on
National Highway
2 in the Chouparan
police station
area, they said.
The impact of the
accident, which
happened on
Monday night, was
so severe that all the
75 passengers were
injured, and the
condition of nine of
them was serious, police said. The pilgrims were travelling
to Bodh Gaya from Basirhat in West Bengal’s North 24
Parganas district, they said. Most of the passengers were
provided first-aid and discharged from a local health
centre, but the nine seriously injured passengers were
referred to the Hazaribag Medical College and Hospital,
police said. However, the relatives of the nine passengers
refused to admit them there and took them to West Bengal.
The pilgrims were scheduled to travel to Vrindavan in Uttar
Pradesh after visiting Bodh Gaya in Bihar. The bus was
seized and a case registered, police said.

New Delhi, Agency.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on
Tuesday floated a draft of the standards and asked
for feedback from the stakeholders within a span
of 21 days. The government has come up with new
accessibility standards, under which almost all
television channels will have to ensure that they either
carry captions or sign language to help the hearing
impaired understand the programming. The Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting on Tuesday floated a
draft of the standards and asked for feedback from the
stakeholders within a span of 21 days. The standards
shared by the ministry mention that all programming,
barring “live and deferred live content/events such
as sports: live news, events like live music shows,
award shows, live reality shows, etc.; content like
music shows, debates, scripted/ unscripted reality
shows, etc; and advertisements and teleshopping
content” will have to adhere to these standards.
Channels which have less than 1 per cent average
audience share for all households over a year will also
be exempt from these standards. The ministry noted
that it is in process to get the “Accessibility Standards
for Television Programmes for Hearing Impaired”
notified under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Nambi Narayanan influenced CBI probe
in ISRO spy case through land deals
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Kochi, Agency.

Vijayan, along with 17 other former Kerala police and
IB officials, is facing a CBI probe for allegedly falsely
implicating Narayanan and some others in the 1994
spying case. Former Kerala police officer S Vijayan on
Wednesday alleged before the Kerala High Court that
ex-ISRO scientist Nambi Narayanan influenced the
CBI investigation in the 1994 espionage case against
him by entering into land deals worth crores with the
then investigating officials of the agency. Vijayan, along
with 17 other former Kerala police and IB officials, is
facing a CBI probe for allegedly falsely implicating
Narayanan and some others in the 1994 spying case. On
Wednesday, his lawyer told Justice R Narayana Pisharadi
that he had placed before the trial court encumbrance
certificates of several acres of land in the Tirunelveli
district of Tamil Nadu which show Narayanan or his
son as power of attorney holders. These lands were
sold to the CBI officials, Vijayan has alleged in the high
court and contended that this material was sufficient
for the trial court to order an investigation under the
Prevention of Corruption Act against the scientist and
the agency officials. The high court, however, said
that encumbrance certificates do not prove sale of
land and asked Vijayan to show the actual sale deeds.
The high court also said that sanction to prosecute
would also be required for the trial court to order an
investigation. It further said that the trial court had only
rejected Vijayan's complaint and did not dismiss it and
therefore, he can move a fresh complaint there along
with all the relevant documents. The high court said it
will pass an order on admission of Vijayan’s plea and
will issue notice to all the parties, including Narayanan,
as all of them have to be heard. Vijayan's lawyer told the
high court that preparations were underway to obtain
records of the sale deeds in relation to the encumbrance
certificates. Vijayan and three others were granted

NSAs’ meeting on Afghanistan today, focus on regional security

in the meeting to be held at the level of
national security advisors, and chaired by
NSA Doval, on Wednesday. Doval will also
meet NSAs of Russia and Iran for bilateral
meetings on Wednesday. Sources said the
meeting of NSAs will look at evolving a
“regional security architecture” to deal with
the challenges arising out of the Taliban

New Delhi, Agency.

Sources said Doval and Tajikistan’s
NSA Nasrullo Rahmatjon
Mahmudzoda exchanged “views
on Afghanistan, with significant
convergence of  assessments”.
Ahead of the NSAs meeting on
Afghanistan,  National  Security
Advisor Ajit Doval held bilateral

Act, 2016, through the Department of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, to make television
content more inclusive for persons with hearing
disabilities. As per the standards, service providers
“are required to deliver sub-titles/closed captioning/
sign language across specified television programmes

STATE

in order to ensure access by hearing impaired
to such television programmes”. However, the
service providers or broadcasters will have
the right to choose any one or more option
from “Closed Captioning, Subtitles, Open
Captioning and/or Sign Language”, as they
feel will be most suited to the format of the
programme and requirement of the viewers.
For sign language interpretation, the ministry
has asked that channels and broadcasters
“should be encouraged to provide it in a
manner that the viewer can see not only the
hands but also, where applicable, the facial
expressions of the signer”. The creators of
the content will be responsible to create the
content for these services and delivering it
to the concerned channels and broadcasters,
the ministry has said. The ministry said it
can make the accessibility measures mandatory
“through regulations, licence conditions, accessibility
targets and codes of good practice, and other relevant
measures”. In September 2017, the ministry had set up
a committee of experts and stakeholders to deal with
making TV viewing accessible to persons with hearing
impairments. The committee then created a sub group
that submitted its report in December 2018.

Delhi declaration: Afghan territory must not

agency officials : Kerala HC told

B The high court, however, said that
encumbrance certificates do not prove
sale of land and asked Vijayan to show
the actual sale deeds. The high court also
said that sanction to prosecute would also
be required for the trial court to order an
investigation. It further said that the trial
court had only rejected Vijayan’s complaint
and did not dismiss it and therefore, he can
move a fresh complaint there along with
all the relevant documents.

anticipatory bail by the high court in August in the
CBI's conspiracy case against them. Besides the four,
14 others are named as accused in the case for various
offences, including criminal conspiracy, kidnapping and
fabrication of evidence in connection with the arrestand
detention of Narayanan in the espionage case. Besides
Narayanan, two Maldivian women Mariyam Rasheeda
and Fouziyya Hassan were also arrested and detained
in the case. The two women were jailed for over three
years before being released. The two Maldives nationals
recently moved the CBI requesting it to place before the
Supreme Court their claim for damages of Rs 2 crore
from each of the 18 officers who are arrayed as accused
in the conspiracy case being probed by the agency. The
women have urged the agency to place their claim for
damages before the apex court when it hears CBI’s
appeal against the Kerala High Court order granting
anticipatory bail to the four accused - a former DGP
of Gujarat, two former police officers of Kerala, and a
retired intelligence official - in the conspiracy case
being probed by the agency. The agency, in its appeal,
has sought cancellation of the anticipatory bail granted
to the four accused by the high court on August 13.

New Delhi, Agency.

be used for terrorism, India, 7 others affirm

Here are the key takeaways as NSAs
of Russia, Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, = Kazakhstan  and
Kyrgyzstan  participated in the
meeting held in Delhi, chaired by NSA
Ajit Doval. National Security Advisors
from eight countries, including
India, discussed the situation in
Afghanistan on Wednesday, agreeing
that Afghanistan’s territory should
not be used for terrorist acts and
calling for cooperation against
radicalisation, extremism and drug
trafficking. They also decided to
express support for an inclusive
government which has representation
from “major ethno-political forces”.
Concerned over the deteriorating
socio-economic and humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan, they said
that humanitarian assistance should
be provided in an “unimpeded, direct
and assured manner” to Afghanistan,
distributed within the country in a
non-discriminatory manner across all
sections of the society. These were the
key takeaways as NSAs of Russia, Iran,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
participated in the meeting held in
Delhi, chaired by NSA Ajit Doval. Doval
said the situation in the country has
“important implications not only for
the people of Afghanistan, but also
for its neighbours and the region”.
“This is the time for close consultation
amongst us, greater cooperation and
interaction and coordination among
the regional countries,” Doval said.
While speaking at the Delhi Regional
Security Dialogue on Afghanistan, he
said, “This is the third meeting of the
process that was initiated by Iran in
2018. We had the second meeting
there as well. We are grateful to Iran for
that. It's a privilege for India to host the
dialogue today with participation of all
the Central Asian countries and Russia
who was the initiator of the idea.” The
Delhi meeting is attended by Rear
Admiral Ali Shamkhani (Iran), Nikolai
P Patrushev (Russia), Karim Massimov
(Kazakhstan), Marat Mukanovich
Imankulov  (Kyrgyzstan), Nasrullo
Rahmatjon Mahmudzoda (Tajikistan),
Charymyrat Kakalyyevvich
Amavov (Turkmenistan) and
Victor Makhmudov (Uzbekistan).
The top security officials also met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday. After the meeting, a Delhi
Declaration adopted by the NSAs said
that the participants discussed the

evolving situation in Afghanistan,
especially the security situation and its
regional and global ramifications. They
paid “special attention to the current
political situation in Afghanistan
and threats arising from terrorism,
radicalisation and drug trafficking
as well as the need for humanitarian
assistance”, it said. And according to
the Delhi Declaration, they agreed on
major issues:

* They reiterated strong support for a
peaceful, secure and stable Afghanistan
while emphasising the respect for
sovereignty, unity and territorial
integrity and non-interference in its
internal affairs.

* They expressed deep concern
over the suffering of the people
of Afghanistan arising from the
security situation in Afghanistan and
condemned the terrorist attacks in
Kunduz, Kandahar and Kabul.

* They emphasised that Afghanistan’s
territory should not be used for
sheltering, training, planning or
financing any terrorist acts.

* They condemned in the strongest
terms all terrorist activities and
reaffirmed their firm commitment
to combat terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations, including its
financing, the dismantling of terrorist
infrastructure and countering
radicalisation, to ensure that
Afghanistan would never become a
safe haven for global terrorism.

* They called for collective cooperation
against the menace of radicalisation,
extremism, separatism and drug
trafficking in the region.

* They stressed the necessity of
forming an open and truly inclusive
government that represents the
will of all the people of Afghanistan
and has representation from all
sections of their society, including
major ethno-political forces in the
country. Inclusion of all sections of
the society in the administrative and
political structure is imperative for
the successful national reconciliation
process in the country.

* Recalling the relevant UN Resolutions
on Afghanistan, they noted that the
United Nations has a central role
to play in Afghanistan and that its
continued presence in the country
must be preserved.

* They emphasised the importance of
ensuring that the fundamental rights
of women, children and minority
communities are not violated.

* They expressed concern over the
deteriorating socio-economic and
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan,
and underlined the need to provide
urgent humanitarian assistance to the
people of Afghanistan.

* They reiterated that humanitarian
assistance should be provided in an
unimpeded, direct and assured manner
to Afghanistan and that the assistance
is distributed within the country in a
non-discriminatory manner across all
sections of the Afghan society.

* They reiterated their commitment to
provide assistance to Afghanistan to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

The NSAs reiterated the importance
of their dialogue and agreed to remain
engaged with each other in the future,
and agreed to hold the next round
in 2022. The idea of such a dialogue
was first mooted in 2018, when the
US decided to withdraw troops from
Afghanistan. In September that year,
the first meeting of NSAs took place
in Iran, with the participation of
Afghanistan, Iran, Russia, China and
India. At the second meeting of NSAs
in December 2019, again hosted
by Iran, seven countries attended,
with Tajikistan and Uzbekistan the
new participants. Pakistan attended
neither meeting. In fact, sources said
that Islamabad rather Rawalpindi
had put a precondition to Iran early
that if India attended, they wouldn't.
Tehran did not yield. This time again,
Pakistan has predictably decided to
skip the meeting. Last week, Pakistan’s
NSA Moeed Yusuf had said he would
not attend, and added that “a spoiler
can’t be a peacemaker” an apparent
reference to India.

Gates Foundation to grant $50 mn for
innovation in low, middle-income nations

Pune, Agency.

The Grand Challenges Global
Call to Action is a 10-year
initiative that will prioritise
grants to scientists from low-

meetings with his Tajik and Uzbek
counterparts on Tuesday. Sources
said Doval and Tajikistan’'s NSA
Nasrullo Rahmatjon Mahmudzoda
exchanged “views on Afghanistan,
with significant convergence of
assessments”. ~ “Concerns  were
expressed on the sharp increase in terrorist
threats from Afghanistan in the recent past’
said sources. The Tajik NSA highlighted the
“gravity of the situation in Afghanistan”. Sources
said “discussions took place on the looming
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan”. Already, food
shortages are being reported from various parts
of the country. On the bilateral front, discussions
were held on the deepening cooperation in areas
like “defence, border management and border
infrastructure development”, sources said. With
Uzbekistan’s NSA Victor Makhmudov, sources
said that Afghanistan was the major focus of
discussions and “both sides agreed that the future
of Afghanistan must be decided by the people
of Afghanistan themselves”. This was a clear

reference to Pakistan’s involvement. Sources said
the two NSAs “felt that the legitimacy of any Afghan
government within Afghanistan was important
before the issue of its international recognition”.
This has been flagged by India earlier as well.
Sources said that both sides “emphasised the need
for Afghanistan’s neighbours to ensure unhindered
access of humanitarian assistance to the people
of Afghanistan”, and agreed that “neighbouring
states must play a constructive role in Afghanistan”.
This is again a reference to Islamabad, as it has
been sitting on India’s request to send foodgrain
to Afghanistan through Pakistan. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar too met Makhmudowv.
Russia, Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are participating

drug production and trafficking, and
potential use of weapons and equipment
left behind by the US and its allies. The Delhi
meeting will be attended by Rear Admiral
Ali Shamkhani (Iran), Nikolai P Patrushev
(Russia), Karim Massimov (Kazakhstan),
Marat Mukanovich Imankulov (Kyrgyzstan),
Nasrullo Rahmatjon Mahmudzoda (Tajikistan),
CharymyratKakalyyevvich Amavov (Turkmenistan)
and Victor Makhmudov (Uzbekistan). The top
security officials are expected to jointly call on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday.
Some of the visiting delegates will also travel to
Amritsar and Agra for sightseeing. According to
sources, the country’s top security establishment,
the National Security Council Secretariat, is taking
the lead in organising the conference. The meeting
is a “security track”, which is different from the
“diplomatic track”, and the “czars of the security
establishments” in these countries will discuss
“practical cooperation”, they said.

takeover of Afghanistan, mainly terrorism income and middle-income
within and across its border, radicalisation countries, and support a
and extremism, cross-border movement, balanced representation of

women principal investigators,
a statement from the Bill and
Melinda Gates foundation has
said. The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation has announced
an initial commitment of $50
million to support science and
innovation in low-income and
middle-income countries, at
the 17th Grand Challenges
Annual Meeting on Tuesday.
The Grand Challenges Global
Call to Action is a 10-year initiative that will prioritise grants to scientists from low-income
and middle-income countries, and support a balanced representation of women principal
investigators, a statement from the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation has said. This long-
term initiative is designed to ensure scientists and institutions in low- and middle-income
countries play a central role in shaping the global R&D agenda and develop solutions that
can better meet the needs of their communities. Initial focus areas will include data science,
such as mathematical modeling to inform national malaria control programmes; digital
health services for pregnant women; and innovations to close gaps identified by current
programmes for eliminating neglected tropical diseases.
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Survey across 1.23 lakh schools across country to
assess learning loss due to Covid-19 on Friday

New Delhi, Agency.
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No Chhath politics, says Kejriwal, as BJP MPs defy Yamuna order

New Delhi, Agency.

In a statement, the ministry said the survey is expected to
cover 38 lakh students in nearly 1.23 lakh schools in 733
districts across 36 states and Union Territories. Students of
Classes I1I, V, VIII and X will be covered under the survey. A
countrywide National Achievement Survey (NAS) aimed at
assessing learning loss among school students due to the
disruptions caused
by the Covid-19
pandemic will be
carried out Friday,
the  Ministry of
Education said. In
a statement, the
ministry said the
survey is expected
to cover 38 lakh students in nearly 1.23 lakh schools
in 733 districts across 36 states and Union Territories.
Students of Classes III, V, VIII and X will be covered under
the survey. The last NAS was held on November 13, 2017.
The primary objective of the last survey was to assess the
competencies developed by the children at the grade levels
111, V and VIII. The next round of NAS “will help to assess the
learning interruptions and new learnings during the Covid
pandemic and help to take remedial measures”, the official
statement said. Schools across the country had gradually
closed following the onset of Covid-19 in February 2020 and
adopted the virtual mode. In some states, schools resumed
offline classes by the end of 2020 but the second wave of the
virus forced them to switch to online classes again.

The BJP leadership, including MPs
Manoj Tiwari and Parvesh Verma,
meanwhile flouted the DDMA order that
prohibited Chhath on Yamuna banks.
Tiwari along with the party's Delhi unit
head Adesh Gupta held a puja on the
banks of the river in Sonia Vihar. Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal Wednesday
participated in Chhath Puja at East
Kidwai Nagar, where he appealed to
the opposition not to do politics over
the festival, even as several BJP leaders
defied an order not to celebrate on the
banks of the Yamuna. The order had
been imposed by the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA), which
has L-G Anil Baijal as the chairperson.
“It is not the time for politics; no party
should do politics regarding Chhath
and everyone should celebrate Chhath
Mahaparv ~ with  happiness,” said
Kejriwal. “We have managed to get
a grip over the spread of Covid with

blessings of Chhathi Maiyya. I am very
happy that today all of us are celebrating
Chhath with great enthusiasm.” The BJP
leadership, including MPs Manoj Tiwari
and Parvesh Verma, meanwhile flouted
the DDMA order that prohibited Chhath
on Yamuna banks. Tiwari along with
the party’s Delhi unit head Adesh Gupta
held a puja on the banks of the river
in Sonia Vihar. “We will not follow the
DDMA order. No one can stop us from
performing our rituals. The DDMA’s
work is to clean the Yamuna and not to
ban people from going there,” he said.
Verma reached the Yamuna ghat at ITO
and claimed:
Chhath at ghats prepared by the MCD
and the DDA across the city but the
Kejriwal government is not allowing us
to do so here. I appeal to all the mothers
and sisters to come here and celebrate
Chhath and we will provide them security.”
The puja was organised in a cement pit in

“People will celebrate

' the area by pouring water into it. Verma

great difficulty and penance. It is the
worst possible thing that could happen
to someone, so it is an earnest request
to everyone from my side not to take
the situation lightly. Please continue
to wear your masks and follow Covid-

Sorry state of affairs in Tihar Jail,
murders happening in prison,

says SC; seeks MHA report

New Delhi, Agency.

The apex court also expressed annoyance over the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) not filing an action
plan and report on steps taken on the suggestions
given by Delhi Commissioner of Police Rakesh Asthana.
The Supreme Court Wednesday said it is a “sorry
state of affairs” in Tihar Jail which has become a den
of criminals and murders are happening there, while
directing the Home Ministry to take immediate steps
on prison reforms and enhance management. The
apex court also expressed annoyance over the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) not filing an action plan and
report on steps taken on the suggestions given by Delhi
Commissioner of Police Rakesh Asthana. The top court
was informed by Delhi Police that it has registered an
FIR under various sections of Prevention of Corruption
Act and IPC against 37 persons with regard to collusion
with realty firm Unitech’s imprisoned ex-promoters
Sanjay and Ajay Chandra. The Enforcement Directorate
had made a startling revelation recently that it had
unearthed a “secret underground office” here which
was being operated by erstwhile Unitech founder
Ramesh Chandra and visited by his sons Sanjay and
Ajay when on parole or bail. Both Sanjay and Ajay who
are in jail since August 2017 are accused of allegedly
siphoning home buyers’ money. A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and M R Shah said Asthana’s report has
recommended installation of CCTV cameras, mobile
jammers, body scanners and other security measures
in Tihar Jail but there is no report before it on the
compliance of the October 6 order by MHA. “Itis a sorry
state of affairs in Tihar Jail. We have read in newspapers
two-three days back that murder is happening in the
jail. It has become a den for criminals. The concerned
secretary in MHA should file an action plan and a report
on steps taken so far on the suggestions given by Delhi
Commissioner of Police Rakesh Asthana within three
weeks,” the bench said. “Take immediate and prompt
steps and file a report. Neither has any action plan been
submitted nor any status report has been filed by the
MHA on the steps taken so far,” it added. At the outset,
Additional Solicitor General K M Nataraj, appearing for
Delhi Police, informed the top court thatit has registered
FIR under various Sections of Prevention of Corruption
Actand Indian Penal Code which include 32 jail officials,
the Chandras as well as one associate and two of their
staff for collusion and carrying out unauthorised
activities from the prison. He said the investigation was
still under way and on the next date of hearing they will
file a report in this regard. Nataraj said that Asthana’s
report has been forwarded to the MHA as directed
by the court and it is pending consideration before
the ministry. The bench said, “Consideration means
what? There are suggestions that some immediate
reforms are necessary in the report. There needs to be
body scanners and jammers to ensure that there is no
unauthorised use of mobile phones. You should not wait

Petition seeks Chhath Puja at Yamuna ghats, HC dismisses it Air q

New Delhi, Agency.

Chhath Puja Samaj Sudhar Samiti and Bihar
Mitra Sangathan in the petition said that they
have been organising the puja on the Yamuna
banks every year, and the prohibition is not legal
and reasonable, especially when the pandemic
is under control in Delhi. The Delhi High Court
Wednesday dismissed a petition challenging the
Delhi Disaster Management Authority’s (DDMA)
decision not to allow devotees to perform Chhath
Puja on the banks of the Yamuna. The petition had
sought arrangements for residents of Sonia Vihar
and Wazirabad to perform the puja. Justice Rekha
Palli said that there was absolutely no meritin the
petition as the petitioners had failed to point out

for something to happen in future.” The bench said that
it would also seek a report from the Delhi government
on the suspension of jail officials who have been booked
for collusion. The top court also perused a report of
Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO) report on the
affairs of Unitech and the ex-promoters and said that
the agency should continue its investigation and file
a status report within three weeks. Besides, it sought
a report from the Enforcement Directorate which is
probing the money laundering charges against the
Chandra brothers. On October 6, the top court had
directed suspension of Tihar Jail officials, registration
of case against them and full-fledged probe into their
collusion with Chandra brothers, based on Asthana’s
report. It had directed registration of cases against the
Tihar Jail officials and other unknown persons under
the provisions of Prevention of Corruption Act and IPC
against those involved in the collusion as per the report.
It had also directed suspension of Tihar Jail officials,
pending proceedings against whom cases will be
lodged as per the report, following ED’s disclosure that
the Chandra brothers were conducting business from
prison. The top court had further directed the MHA to
comply with Asthana’s suggestions in the report on
enhancing prison management. On August 26, the apex
court had directed that the Chandra brothers be shifted
from Tihar Jail in the national capital to Mumbai’s
Arthur Road Jail and Taloja prison in Maharashtra after
the ED had said that they were conducting business
from the premises in connivance with the staff. The
top court, which had then perused two status reports
of the ED, said that the Tihar Jail Superintendent and
other staff are “absolutely shameless” for conniving
with the Chandra brothers to flout the court orders and
undermine its jurisdiction. Pursuant to the direction
of the top court, the Chandra brothers were shifted
to jails in Mumbai. It had directed the Delhi Police
Commissioner to personally hold inquiry forthwith
about the conduct of the Tihar Jail staff with regard to
the Chandras and submit the report to the court within
four weeks. ED and SFIO, Economic Offence Wing of
Delhi Police is also conducting investigation into the
affairs of the Unitech Group and business transactions
of erstwhile promoters of the real estate company.
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appropriate behaviour.
the time for politics and tu-tu, main-
main. I wish everyone happiness. I
wish happiness to my opponents too.
There should be positivity in everyone.

»

This is not

There should be no politics of any
kind,” he said. “This time, due to corona,
there were many obstacles
preparations for the Chhath festival.
But we tackled all the obstacles with the

in the

stayed there till the evening. Cabinet
Ministers Satyendar Jain, Kailash Gahlot and
Gopal Rai, along with MLA Raghav Chadha,
meanwhile visited various Chhath ghats
across the capital and worshipped along
with the devotees.

3 staff memos flagged ‘polarising’ content, hate
speech in India but Facebook said not a problem

New Delhi, Agency.

A spokesperson for Meta Platforms Inc
said: “We had hate speech classifiers
in Hindi and Bengali from 2018.
Classifiers for violence and incitement
in Hindi and Bengali first came online
in early 2021”. FROM a “constant
barrage of polarising nationalistic
content”, to “fake or inauthentic”
messaging, from “misinformation”
to content “denigrating” minority
communities, several red flags
concerning its operations in India were
raised internally in Facebook between
2018 and 2020. However, despite
these explicit alerts by staff mandated
to undertake oversight functions,
an internal review meeting in 2019
with Chris Cox, then Vice President,
Facebook, found “comparatively low
prevalence of problem content (hate
speech, etc)” on the platform. Two
reports flagging hate speech and
“problem content” were presented
in January-February 2019, months
before the Lok Sabha elections.
A third report, as late as August
2020, admitted that the platform’s
Al  (artificial intelligence) tools
were unable to “identify vernacular
languages” and had, therefore, failed
to identify hate speech or problematic
content. Two reports flagging hate
speech and “problem content” were
presented in January-February 2019,
months before the Lok Sabha elections.
Yet, minutes of the meeting with Cox
concluded: “Survey tells us that people
generally feel safe. Experts tell us that
the country is relatively stable.” These
glaring gaps in response are revealed
in documents which are part of the
disclosures made to the United States
Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) and provided to the US Congress
in redacted form by the legal counsel
of former Facebook employee and
whistleblower Frances Haugen. The
redacted versions received by the
US Congress have been reviewed
by a consortium of global news
organisations including. Facebook
did not respond to queries from The
Indian Express on Cox’s meeting and
these internal memos. The review
meetings with Cox took place a month
before the Election Commission of
India announced the seven-phase
schedule for Lok Sabha elections on
April 11, 2019. The meetings with
Cox, who quit the company in March
that year only to return in June
2020 as the Chief Product Officer,
did, however, point out that the “big

problems in sub-regions may be lost
at the country level”. The first report
“Adversarial Harmful Networks: India
Case Study” noted that as high as 40
per cent of sampled top VPV (view
port views) postings in West Bengal
were either fake or inauthentic. VPV or
viewport views is a Facebook metric
to measure how often the content is
actually viewed by users. The second
an internal report authored by an
employee in February 2019, is based
on the findings of a test account. A
test account is a dummy user with
no friends created by a Facebook
employee to better understand the
impact of various features of platform.
This report notes that in just three
weeks, the test user’s news feed had
“become a near constant barrage
of polarizing nationalistic content,
misinformation, and violence and
gore”. The test user followed only
the content recommended by the
platform’s algorithm. This account
was created on February 4, it did not
‘add’ any friends, and its news feed
was “pretty empty”. According to the
report, the ‘Watch’ and “Live” tabs
are pretty much the only surfaces
that have content when a user isn’t
connected with friends. “The quality of
this content is... not ideal,” the report
by the employee said, adding that the
algorithm often suggested “a bunch
of softcore porn” to the user. Over
the next two weeks, and especially
following the February 14 Pulwama
terror attack, the algorithm started
suggesting groups and pages which
centred mostly around politics and
military content. The test user said
he/she had “seen more images of
dead people in the past 3 weeks than
I have seen in my entire life total”
Responding to a specific query on
the basis of conclusions presented
in the review meeting with Cox, a
spokesperson for Meta Platforms Inc
said: “Our teams have developed an
industry-leading process of reviewing
and prioritizing which countries have
the highest risk of offline harm and
violence every six months. We make
these determinations in line with the
UN Guiding Principles on Business

and Human Rights and following
a review of societal harms, how
much Facebook’s products impact
these harms and critical events on
the ground.” Facebook group was
rebranded on October 28 as Meta
Platforms Inc bringing together
various apps and technologies under a
new company brand. On whether the
findings of the study that pointed out
lack of Hindi and Bengali classifiers
was leading to violence and inciting
content were taken into account
before the conclusions presented in
the review with Mr Cox were made,
the spokesperson said: “We invest
in internal research to proactively
identify where we can improve
which becomes an important input
for defining new product features
and our policies in the long-term. We
had hate speech classifiers in Hindi
and Bengali from 2018. Classifiers
for violence and incitement in Hindi
and Bengali first came online in early
2021”. Specifically on the test user
analysis, the company’s spokesperson
reiterated its earlier statement and
said that the “exploratory effort of
one hypothetical test account inspired
deeper, more rigorous analysis of
our recommendation systems, and
contributed to product changes to
improve them” “Product changes
from subsequent, more rigorous
research included things like the
removal of borderline content and
civic and political Groups from our
recommendation systems. Separately,
our work on curbing hate speech
continues and we have further
strengthened our hate classifiers,
to include 4 Indian languages,” they
added. Facebook had in October
told it had invested significantly in
technology to find hate speech in
various languages, including Hindi and
Bengali. “As a result, we’ve reduced the
amount of hate speech that people
see by half this year. Today, it's down
to 0.05 percent. Hate speech against
marginalized  groups, including
Muslims, is on the rise globally. So we
are improving enforcement and are
committed to updating our policies
as hate speech evolves online,” a
Facebook spokesperson had said.
However, the issue of Facebook’s
algorithm and proprietary Al tools
being unable to flag hate speech
and problematic content urfaced
in August 2020, when employees
questioned the company’s
“investment and plans for India” to
prevent hate speech content.

New Delhi, Agency.

According
system, the AQI is set to deteriorate over
the next two days since the wind direction
continues to be from the northwest and
favourable for the
pollutants from stubble burning. The air
quality in Delhi stood in the ‘very poor’
category Wednesday, with an air quality
index (AQI) of 372, according to the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
The AQI Wednesday had improved when
compared to Tuesdays’ figure of 404, which

to the SAFAR forecasting

transportation of

uality in Delhi ‘very poor’, likely
to worsen over next 2 days

how devotees are entitled to insist that they must
perform Chhath Puja only on the banks of the
Yamuna. Chhath Puja Samaj Sudhar Samiti and
Bihar Mitra Sangathan in the petition said that
they have been organising the puja on the Yamuna
banks every year, and the prohibition is not legal
and reasonable, especially when the pandemic is
under control in Delhi. The authorities have been
unreasonably playing with the sentiments of
devotees and have unreasonably taken the plea
that the puja causes pollution in the river, argued
the petitioners. Opposing the petition, the Delhi
government told the court that the petitioners
have approached the court belatedly and there
exist 800 sites across the national capital for
performing the puja. The court was also told

that seven sites are in the vicinity of Sonia Vihar
and Wazirabad areas and more than 20 sites
have been established in the Northeast district
alone. The court said that the petitioners have
given no explanation why they didn’t approach
the authorities if they wanted to have additional
dedicated sites. The list of designated sites
was made public by the authorities and the

petitioners were free to approach the authorities
for creation of any designated site, added the
court. “Learned counsel for the petitioner also
does not dispute the fact that the Chhath Pooja
has already commenced today, and therefore
even otherwise no order for creation of any
alternative dedicated site at this stage can be
passed,” Justice Palli said.

was in the ‘severe’ category. According to
the SAFAR forecasting system, the AQI is
set to deteriorate over the next two days
since the wind direction continues to be
from the northwest and favourable for the
transportation of pollutants from stubble
burning. Fire counts indicating burning of
crop residue have also been increasing and
the wind speed is likely to be conducive
for the transport of pollutants. Local calm
conditions could make the dispersion of
pollutants difficult, the forecast said. The
AQI is likely to remain in the upper end of
the ‘very poor’ or lower end of the ‘severe’
categories over the next two days, and
conditions could improve on November

13, the forecast indicates. The share of
crop residue burning to PM2.5 levels in
Delhi stood at 27% on Wednesday, down
from the season’s highest figure of 48% on
November 7. A total of 5,317 effective fire
counts were detected by the SAFAR system
Wednesday. At some monitoring stations,
as a 24-hour average, the AQI continued to
remain in the ‘severe’ category Wednesday
evening. At Jahangirpuri, the AQI stood
at 424 as a 24-hour average at 6 pm on
Wednesday, while the figure was 453
at Anand Vihar and 412 at Alipur. The
stations that recorded AQI in the ‘very
poor’ category include RK Puram (348),
Mandir Marg (358) and Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium (366).
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EDITORIAL

Bangladesh must keep Sheikh Mujibur

Rehman’s secular legacy alive

A K Abdul Momen, Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister, has
tried to downplay the recent communal violence in the
country, blaming “enthusiastic media and individuals”
for spreading “cooked up stories” to embarrass the
government. He denied that there were any rapes
or destruction of temples and insisted that the
government is “committed to religious harmony”. It is
true that more than 500 people have been arrested by
the police and action has been initiated against them.
The government is also compensating the victims.
There is also no denying the fact that the condition
of minorities like Hindus, Buddhists and Christians
has been better under the Sheikh Hasina regime.
Representation of Hindus has steadily improved in
Bangladesh'’s Jatiya Sangsad in the last three elections.
There are 18 elected Hindu MPs today, 17 of whom are
from the ruling Awami League. Their representation
in government services has also increased in the last
more than a decade. Minorities constitute about 7 per
cent in civic employment and 10 per cent in police
jobs. Several Hindus occupy senior positions. Justice
Surendra Kumar Sinha became the Chief Justice of
Bangladesh Supreme Court in 2015. He had to resign
after three years because of political, not communal,
reasons. Durga Puja mandaps get financial support
from the government besides security for major
ones. Sheikh Hasina gave the slogan, “Dhormo jar jar,
utsob shobar (Religion as per one’s own, but festivals
common to all)”. As a result, the number of Puja
mandaps went up. There were over 30,000 Durga Pujas
in 2017 and 31,272 in 2018. Numbers this year, after
the Covid pandemic, are about the same. Sheikh Hasina
also took special care to support Dhaka’s Dhakeswari
temple, when the management was facing challenges.
But there is another side too. Governments in South
Asia tend to downplay communal cleavages and their
violent fallout. Bangladesh is no exception. There is
ample visual evidence about the extent of arson and
violence during the Durga Puja. That the violence was
spread over more than 70 districts proves that it was
a well-planned attack. Besides the BNP and Jamaat
cadres, there were many among the perpetrators
owing their allegiance to the ruling party too. Hasina
came down heavily on the radical Islamists responsible
for atrocities during the formation years of Bangladesh.
War crimes tribunals have ordered the execution of
many Islamists responsible for brutalities during the
liberation war, including senior leaders of Jamaat-e-
Islami (Jel) and Salauddin Quader Chowdhury of the
BNP. Hasina demonstrated her resolve against Islamic
terror by quickly punishing the perpetrators of the
July 2016 bombings at the Holey Artisan café, in which
22 people, including 16 foreigners, were massacred.
Seven Islamists have been given death sentences in
that terror attack. But when it comes to atrocities
against the minorities, the Hasina government fails to
show similar determination, baffling many secular-
minded eminences and emboldening radicals. A
report by human rights organisation, Odhikar, states
that between 2007 and 2019, 12 people belonging to
other religions were killed, 1,536 injured, and 1,013
properties and 390 temples attacked.

Tarak Sinha, one of
India’s best cricket coaches,
deserved more recognition

Amartya Lahiri

Indian cricket lost one of its brightest coaching talents,
Tarak Sinha, last week. Sinha coached 12 pupils to India
colours. There is a much longer list of students from his
Sonnet cricket club who played first-class cricket for
various state teams. He was a mentor to many many
more, including me I had the privilege of learning from
him at Delhi’s Sonnet club. My mind has been stuck 40
years in the past ever since [ heard of his passing. All of
us, his cricket pupils, will have our personal memories
of the man. His single-minded focus on his club and
its cricketers was maddening for many of us with non-
cricketing hormonal teen interests at the time. But it
explained a lot of the cricketing success of the club
and many of its members. His habit of ferreting out his
handkerchief to cover his mouth anytime games became
close or he got upset was a quirk that was tattooed on
the collective consciousness of all his players. Every
Sonnet player knew that self-preservation required
maximising one’s physical distance from Ustadji (as he
was popularly called) once the white handkerchief was
sighted. His love for Australian cricket and its approach
to the game left its mark on the choices of colour and
design of Sonnet club caps and sweaters. His obsession
with the cover drive created many generations of
Sonnet batsmen for whom that stroke was the leitmotif
of good batsmanship. He, along with a few others like
Sarwan Kumar, built up Sonnet club from obscurity and
without establishment support. The practice facilities
were improvised in local parks with trainees scrubbing
down relatively flat pieces of land and laying a mat on
top. It drew mostly kids from ordinary, non-entitled
backgrounds. The club’s growth and success were
underpinned by his messianic devotion to instilling and
celebrating the status of an underdog in the system. As
a result, each game appeared to be an opportunity to
“stick it to the establishment”. Of course, by the 1990s
this was somewhat anachronistic since Sonnet was the
Delhi cricketing powerhouse with six-seven players
routinely in the Delhi Ranji XI. But till the end, in his
mind, the underdog status never ended. And neither
did the fire inside him. His eye for spotting talent and
for identifying chinks in techniques was phenomenal.
Even more impressive was his ability to design solutions
for technical flaws. He loved the classical approach
to the game but was careful while adjusting people’s
techniques to not impede their natural style. This
explains why the same coach could produce three
international batsmen with such contrasting batting
styles as Raman Lamba, Aakash Chopra and Rishabh
Pant. Sinha’s coaching methods went way beyond drills.
A big focus of his was on analysing opposing bowlers
or batsmen and ways to adapt one’s own game to the
opposition. This led to many generations of match-
savvy cricketers emerging from the Sonnet stable. He
employed a remarkable variety of methods to motivate
the under-achiever, ranging from encouragement
to tough words to the silent treatment, all carefully
curated to the particular personality of the student
concerned. But above all, he had an abiding affection
and personal interest in the well-being of his pupils,
which extended way beyond their cricketing days
and often to the next generation. A few years back, I
was in India with my son who was 14 years old at the
time. Ustadji learned that my son was playing cricket
in Canada and immediately insisted that I bring him
to the Sonnet nets that very day. What followed was
personalised coaching sessions that summer and the
next for my son with Ustadji.
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The saviour complex of Facebook’s critics

(f

Whistleblowers
and the Western
media have
exposed how
the social media
platform allows
dangerous
social media
manipulation
in developing
countries. But
why have they
locked those very
countries out of
this conversation?

)

Bhaskar Chakravorti

Back in February 2019, a Facebook
(yes, that is what it used to be called
then) employee ran a test to understand
what a new user in India would see if all
they did was follow pages and groups
recommended by Facebook’s algorithms.
What the test revealed was horrifying:
“A near constant barrage of polarising
nationalist content, misinformation,
and violence and gore,” according to
the tester. This included Islamophobia,
a man holding a severed head wrapped
in a Pakistani flag, unverified images of
Indian retaliatory strikes in Pakistan and
battered bodies. India joins Brazil and
the US in an exclusive club, “Tier zero,”
for hate speech and disinformation on
Facebook. The company had set up pre-
election “war rooms” and dashboards
to alert officials to emerging problems.
Yet, despite this elite status, India
has been left out in the cold not just
by Facebook but by its critics as well.
Thanks to the revelations tumbling out
with the Facebook Papers, we now learn
that despite the elevated risk status of
countries such as India and Brazil or
Indonesia and Iran that bagged spots in
the nexttier of priority for monitoring, 87
per cent of Facebook’s global budget was
dedicated to identifying misinformation
solely in the US, leaving a measly 13 per
cent for all others. Notably, 52.5 per cent
of Facebook’s revenues from the first
quarter of 2021 came from outside the
US and Canada. To make things worse,
thanks to the lack of Hindi and Bengali
classifiers, much of the problematic
content out of India never got flagged.
This is a head-scratcher, as much of
Facebook’s content moderation is
outsourced to drumroll, please cheap
labour from India. Now, none of this is
looking at all cool for Facebook. And,
justifiably, there’s been an outpouring
of outrage. We should be thankful to
Frances Haugen, the former Facebook
employee and now whistleblower, who
made this trove available, after copying
hundreds and thousands of pages of
internal documents and communications
while she was with the company. Haugen
says she was moved to act because she
was troubled by the impact of Facebook
on the developing world. “I did what I
thought was necessary to save the lives
of people, especially in the global south,
who I think are being endangered by
Facebook’s prioritisation of profits over
people,” she said. But here is what’s
puzzling. The sharing of Haugen’s
hoard was tightly orchestrated. First,
The Wall Street Journal got to take a
bite and then 18 news organisations
were allowed in to feed at the trough.
How many media organisations that
publish in Hindi or Bengali or Amharic
or any of these other developing world
languages or, for goodness sake, any
journalists from anywhere in the global
south or publications, such as, um,
The Indian Express were part of this

exclusive Facebook Papers consortium?
Exactly zero. Are Fox Business and Le
Monde better situated to understand
the plight of the Muslims in India or of
those caught in the war between the
Ethiopian government and the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front? It is lovely to
note that The Wall Street Journal cares
enough to cover issues that go beyond
those uppermost on American minds
and covers stories affecting people in
distant lands. Facebook has been rightly
castigated for not investing enough on
content moderators who understand the
numerous developing world languages
and dialects to catch problematic
posts. I would like to know how many
Amharic and Oromo speakers do The
Wall Street Journal or Le Monde have on
their staff that give them the privilege of
representing the depths of this scandal
to the rest of us? The cluelessness
piles on as we dive deeper into how
the media covered its own coverage
of the Haugen hoard. Marina Walker
Guevara, executive editor of the highly
respected Pulitzer Center, said that the
present era’s stories the Facebook saga
being a prime example have become “so
complex and so multilayered and global”
that it would be impossible to report
them without a large, global network. So,
let me make sure I have got this right: 18
news organisations from the West, with
only two non-English speaking, one from
France and the other from Germany,
constitute a “large global network?”
Really? This “large global network”
devoted more space to covering how
this was a breakthrough for Western
journalism (their Slack group was called
“Apparently We're a Consortium Now”),
congratulating itself (The Washington
Post senior managing editor Cameron
Barr called it “exciting”), and pondering
the pressures of a consortium of
competing news organisations on the
verge of breaking the embargo. Wouldn’t
the hard-working journalists who work
for and spend time on the ground in
the global south have some insight into
the local “dangers” and provide context

and analysis in ways that might add to
our understanding of this complicated

phenomenon? Did Frances Haugen,
her PR team, the consortium of media
elite not wonder about the audacity
of covering the wretchedness of social
media manipulation in the global south
while locking the global south out of
the room? Are we now re-inventing the
white (wo)man’s burden for the digital
age? It is hard to escape the sad lessons
of this story. Not only does Facebook not
care enough to allocate even the basic
modicum of resources to ensure safety in
the developing world, but even those who
take on the task of bringing Facebook
to task US lawmakers and regulators,
the whistleblowers, and the media with
privileged access don’t seem to care
much for them either or at least trust
them enough to include them. Facebook
had already proven itself to be a post-
colonial colonial power. At least the
officers and foot soldiers of the East India
Company braved malaria and dysentery
and spent time in the conquered lands
and even made attempts to butcher Hindi
or Bengali or all the other conquered
languages to converse with the natives.
Mark Zuckerberg and his crew have been
quarantined in Silicon Valley from the
very start and have created or acquired
addictive social media products that
captured the attention of billions in the
global south from a safe distance. They
spent precious little in time or resources
to truly understand the complexities and
local contexts they were in the process
of altering with their products. But we
knew all this already. What is new with
the latest turn of this sad saga is that
Facebook’s critics seem just as clueless
with their own post-colonial colonial
saviour mindsets. In looking for the
right word to describe this, I would use
one very different from the obvious
one that springs to mind: Irony. Having
post-colonial colonials try to take on the
gigantic post-colonial colonialist to task
for its colonialism is just so, um, “meta”.
Mark Zuckerberg had it right all along.
We are already in the metaverse.

Net-zero presents many opportunities for India and chaIIengés

Pranjul Bhandari

At the COP26 climate change
conference in Glasgow, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made some bold
commitments. India joined the other
G20 countries in making a “net-zero”
commitment, setting 2070 as its target
year. For the more foreseeable future,
it made some tangible commitments:
A one billion tonne reduction in the
carbon emissions projected for 2030,
raising its non-fossil fuel energy
capacity to 500 GW by the same year,
by which time it would also meet
50 per cent of its energy needs by
renewables. This is not just significant
for the world, but we believe also
a sizeable economic opportunity
for India. The challenge now is to
overcome the obstacles along the way.
Why was it important to sign up for
net-zero? India’s topography its 7,000
km-long coastline, the Himalayan
glaciers in the north, and its rich forest
areas which house natural resources
like coal and iron ore make the country
uniquely vulnerable to climate change.
Large parts of the population also
remain unprotected. An IMF study
suggests that if emissions continue
to rise this century, India’s real GDP
per capita could fall by 10 per cent
by 2100. India’s traditional position
has been that since its per capita
energy use is only a third of the global
average, and it needs to continue to
grow to fight poverty, costly energy
reduction targets should not be
applied to it. And yet, India is the
third-largest emitter in the world and
technological development is making
it possible to decouple economic
and emissions growth by switching
to renewables. It is important to
acknowledge that the country has
already taken several important steps
towards a greener future. For instance,
it is a signatory to the Paris Agreement
and is set to over-deliver on some
of the targets. For example, 40 per
cent of its installed power generation
capacity was meant to come from

non-fossil fuel sources by 2030. India
has already reached 39 per cent by
September 2021. Unfortunately, in a
business-as-usual scenario, carbon
emissions were showing no signs of
peaking, and there was pressure to
sign up for a net-zero target by a fixed
year. The new net-zero approach will
require dramatic changes in the power
mix and industrial processes. Some
studies which discuss the prospects
of emissions peaking in 2040 and
reaching net-zero by 2070, found that
this will need the share of fossil fuel
to fall from 85 per cent now to 20 per
cent by 2070, assuming a high use
of hydrogen technology and carbon
capture strategies. But at the same
time, a net-zero approach could bring
more benefits over time. It could give
a clear signal of India’s intentions and
provide better access to international
technology, funding and markets. And
herein lies the opportunity. Much of
India’s wealth is yet to be created. We
estimate that 60 per cent of India’s
capital stock factories and buildings
that will exist in 2040 is yet to be built.
The country can potentially leapfrog
into new green technology, rather than
being overburdened with “re-fitting”
obligations. If India can now transition
to green growth, it could create a more
responsible and sustainable economy.

Moreover, if India’s exports achieve a
“green stamp”, they may find better
market access, especially if the world
imposes a carbon tax on exports from
economies where carbon emissions
remain elevated. Despite India’s large
domestic market, exports are a critical
driver of overall GDP growth. They not
only open up new markets but also
bring in international competition,
forcing the domestic industry to
become more efficient, while pushing
up FDI inflows and technical know-
how. In fact, careful scrutiny reveals
that all high-growth periods in India
have had the support of fast-growing
exports. We estimate that 2-2.5 million
additional jobs can be created in the
renewables sector by 2050, taking
the total number of people employed
there to over 3 million. This is not
surprising given that renewable energy
technologies tend to be more labour
intensive than conventional energy
technologies. In fact, “distributed
renewables” such as small-scale hydro,
rooftop solar and biomass create most
jobs per unit of installed capacity. But
some jobs will be lost, too. The coal
industry is now a significant employer
across states such as Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha and Chhattisgarh. Overall, with
the right skill efforts and “distributed
renewables”, the transition could add

to employment. But some obstacles
need to be addressed. The finances of
power distribution companies need to
be improved to fund the grid upgrades
necessary for scaling up renewables.
This would require a host of reforms,
including having a truly independent
regulator who ensures market pricing
of power tariffs, incentives that speed
up smart metering and plug T&D
losses, and policies that lead to the
privatisation of discoms. India needs
a coordinated institutional framework
that can help overcome multiple levels
of complexity like federalism, fiscal
constraints and bureaucracy. This is
particularly important as the green
transition will be a multi-stage process.
It will involve switching from fossil fuel
to electricity, generating electricity from
renewables, and removing emissions
from the atmosphere. It will impact all
economic agents. The energy investment
requirement will be high, rising from
about $70-80 billion per year now to
$160 billion per year. Alongside this,
a similar amount will be needed for
transportation and other infrastructure.
While the private sector will be required
to fund much of this, the government can
play a pivotal role, especially in the early
days. We find that government incentives
and partnerships act as a catalyst for
half of the industrial transition. The
transition years will be bumpy. Inflation
could be volatile till renewables reached
their full potential. The central bank will
have to work hard to anchor inflation
expectations. Fiscal revenues from oil
and coal should fall gradually, but this
can be offset by revenue-side reforms.
The trade deficit could rise if the
transition to electric vehicles is faster
than the increase in domestic battery
production. Careful sequencing will help.
The hope is that, once the transition is
complete, the macro variables will settle,
but at improved levels of GDP growth,
sustainability and stability. Well begun is
half done. India is on the right track but
needs to redouble its efforts to remove
the obstacles.

Owner, Printer, Publisher & Editor Vijay Kumar Printed at Aditya Graphics, Pratap Bhawan, 5 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, [.T.0. New Delhi-110002 and printed at 1536/108, Ganesh Pura Road Tri. Nagar, New Delhi-110035
RNI No. DELENG/2016/67075 (Phone:011-27380260 Moble :9210092542 ) E-mail : opensearchenglish@gmailcom , Websit : www.opensearch.co.in
Editorial Office : 15 & 16 Scindia House, K.G. Marge, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001



INTERNATIONAL

Autistic Cambodian teen, jailed
for online comments, freed

Phnom Penh (cambodia), Agency.

Kak Sovannchhay, 16, was met by his mother and supporters
outside Prey Sar prison on the outskirts of Phnom Penh.
An autistic Cambodian teenager was released from prison
Wednesday after serving time for posting comments
critical of the government on social media in a case that has
attracted global attention. Kak Sovannchhay, 16, was met by
his mother and supporters outside Prey Sar prison on the
outskirts of Phnom Penh. He clutched a
bouquet of red roses and lilies tightly to
his chest and smiled shyly as reporters
snapped photos. Kak Sovannchhay has
been in custody since June when he
was arrested for comments he made
in a Telegram chat group defending
his father, a senior political opposition
member who is himselfin custody facing
charges, and for sharing Facebook posts criticizing Prime
Minister Hun Sen. His father, Kak Komphear, has been in
detention since May 2020 and his mother Prum Chantha is a
member of the group Friday Wives, which holds protests to
demand the release of their husbands who have been jailed
for expressing their views critical of Hun Sen’s government.
Kak Sovannchhay was convicted last week of incitement to
commit a felony and public insult for his online comments
in a trial that rights activists and U.S. Ambassador to
Cambodia W. Patrick Murphy said appeared to be politically
motivated. He was sentenced to eight months in prison but
was released under Cambodian sentencing guidelines that
include credit for time served.
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Chinese forces exercise near Taiwan in response to US visit

Beijing, Agency.

The US has strong but informal relations
with Taiwan, and tensions have been rising
between the US and China over several
issues including Hong Kong, the South China
Sea, the coronavirus pandemic and trade.
Chinese military forces are holding exercises
near Taiwan in response to a visit by a US
congressional delegation to the island. The
drills in the area of the Taiwan Strait are a
“necessary measure to safeguard national
sovereignty,” China’s Defence Ministry said
in the announcement Tuesday that gave
no details on the timing, participants and
location of the exercises. It said the “joint
war preparedness patrol” by the Eastern
Theatre Command was prompted by the
“seriously incorrect words and actions of
relevant countries over the issue of Taiwan”
and the actions of those advocating the
self-governing island’s independence. The
US has strong but informal relations with
Taiwan, and tensions have been rising
between the US and China over several
issues including Hong Kong, the South
China Sea, the coronavirus pandemic
and trade. Details on the US delegation
that reportedly arrived in Taiwan on
Tuesday were not immediately available. A
Chinese Defence Ministry statement from

an unidentified spokesperson strongly
condemned the visit, saying “no one should
underestimate the firm determination of
the People’s Liberation Army to safeguard
the Chinese people’s national sovereignty
and territorial integrity” China regards
Taiwan as its own territory to be annexed
by military force if necessary. The sides
split amid civil war in 1949 and, following
a brief period of rapprochement, relations
have grown increasingly tense under
Taiwan’s independence-leaning President

Tsai Ing-wen. During China’s National Day
weekend in early October, China dispatched
149 military aircraft southwest of Taiwan in
strike group formations, causing Taiwan to
scramble aircraft and activate its air defence
missile systems. Taiwan’s Defence Ministry
said this week such tactics were aimed at
wearing down the island’s defences and
degrading morale. In Washington, Pentagon
spokesperson John Kirby said congressional
visits to Taiwan “are relatively common and
in keeping with US obligations under the

Taiwan Relations Act,” which obligates the
US government to ensure Taiwan has the
ability to defend itself and regard threats
to the island as matters of “grave concern.”
The delegation arrived in Taipei on Tuesday
evening aboard a C-40 Clipper jet, which
departed soon afterward, according to
Taiwan’s official Central News Agency.
Kirby said travelling on a US military
jet was customary for such delegations.
Details of the members of the delegation
and how long they planned to stay on the
island were not immediately available.
Taiwanese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Joanne Ou said ministry had worked with
the American Institute in Taiwan, which is
the de facto US Embassy, on arrangements
for the visit but gave no details. She said
further information would be released at
the “appropriate time.” Although the US
switched diplomatic ties from Taipei to
Beijing in 1979, it retains strong informal
political and military relations with Taiwan.
As a vibrant democracy, Taiwan also enjoys
strong bipartisan support in Congress and
the US government has been boosting
relations through high-level visits and
military sales. That has been a key source
of friction with Beijing amid a string of
disputes over trade, technology, human
rights and other issues.

China’s ‘Singles’ Day shopping
fest muted amid tech crackdon

Hong Kong, Agency.

The Singles' Day shopping festival also
known as Double 11 is a massive event
for China's e-commerce companies.
China’s biggest online shopping day,
known as ‘Singles’ Day’ on Nov. 11,
is taking on a muted tone this year
as regulators crack down on the
technology industry and President
Xi Jinping pushes for “common
prosperity.” The Singles’ Day shopping
festival also known as Double 11 is a
massive event for China’s e-commerce
companies. Last year, consumers
spent $74 billion on Alibaba’s online
shopping platforms over the 11 days
of the festival. Smaller rival JD.com
reported $40 billion in sales during
a similar time frame. Alibaba China’s
largest e-commerce firm usually holds
a massive gala the night before Now.
11. Past galas have featured superstars
such as Katy Perry and Taylor Swiftand
even acrobatic acts by the Cirque du
Soleil. A glitzy live counter starts ticking at midnight
to tally in real time how much consumers have spent
on Alibaba platforms like Taobao and Tmall. The
festival is viewed as a barometer of consumption
in the world’s most populous country. This year,
Alibaba has toned down the hype. The Singles’ Day
online gala Thursday will be live-streamed due to
Covid-19 outbreaks in parts of China. Alibaba says it
is focusing on sustainability, supporting charities and
inclusivity themes that align with Beijing’s climate
goals and Xi’'s calls for “common prosperity” that
aims to curb inequality and excessive consumption.
“This year’s muted festivities are a perfect storm of
economic, competitive and regulatory pressures,”
said Michael Norris, research strategy manager at
Shanghai-based consultancy AgencyChina. “In terms
of regulation, e-commerce platforms are coming to
grips with how to align consumption extravaganzas
with common prosperity’ themes,” he said. Earlier
this year, e-commerce platform Pinduoduo pledged
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TENDER NOTICE
(Through e-tendering)
Tender No. 558-Sig-16-Tele-OT-938 Dated: 09.11.2021

Name of work with
its location

Provision of Fiber to the Home (FTTH) at S.P Marg
Railway Officers Colony , New Delhi.

App. Cost of the work (%) % 1,12,44,540.31/- only

Tender Document Fee(3) % 0/- Only

Earnest Money Deposit(Z) | 0/- Only

Address of the office Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM office,

New Delhi-110055.

Date & Time for upload the
tender / closing of tender

Tender uploading / closing date & time- 01.12.2021
up to 15.00 hrs.

Website particular & notice
board location where
complete details of the
tender can be seen etc.

See the Northern Railway website www.ireps.gov.in
& Notice board at S&T branch, 3rd Floor, DRM office,
State Entry Road, New Delhi-110055
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sales may also reflect weaker consumer demand
and shortages of some products due to shortfalls
in materials and energy, as well as difficulties in
moving products through snarled shipping and
delivery channels. “Merchants have had a soft year
so far, due to weak retail growth and decreasing
consumer confidence,” Norris said. “To add insult
to injury, power rationing in manufacturing hubs
has meant many merchants have dialled back their
expectations even if there is a burst of demand, they
can’t necessarily meet it.” Jacob Cooke, CEO of WPIC,
a marketing firm that helps Western companies sell
online in China, says ultra-deep discounts will be
less commonplace than in past Singles’ Day sales.
“We’re going to see strategies like limited edition
gifts being more prevalent as opposed to merchants
dumping (items) at a 90% discount. .. due to a lack
of inventory, a lack of supply,” he said. Meanwhile,
popular short-video platforms such as Kuaishou
and Bytedance’s Douyin, which have veered into
e-commerce, are giving traditional e-commerce
platforms like Alibaba and JD.com a run for their
money. Live-streamers on the video platforms can
sell directly to shoppers through their streams. Last
year, Douyin reported 2 billion yuan ($313 million)
worth of transactions just on Nov. 11. “In terms
of (short-video) commerce, it's going to be huge
because that’s where all the eyeballs are,” WPIC’s
Cooke said. The Singles Day festival boosts sales of
live-streaming hosts like Yang Guang, who hawks
everything from clothing to home appliances on
live-streams, by half, he said. But he said prolonged
festivities and complicated discount schemes can be
frustrating for both shoppers and sellers. “As live-
streamers, we have to think up different strategies to
make it fun during every stream to keep customers
interested,” he said.

New York, Agency.

The explosion of internet commerce has
transformed New York City, with same-
day delivery of a couch, a television
or the latest laptop just a few clicks
away as more companies compete
for faster delivery. Now the nation’s
largest city has become the biggest
laboratory for the latest evolution in
rapid e-commerce a surge of online
companies promising groceries at your
door in 15 minutes or less, so no one
has to worry about running out of milk
or missing powdered cinnamon for a
pound cake recipe. “The first couple
of times it certainly blew my mind at
how quickly it came,” said Nick O’Keefe,
30, a construction project manager
in the East Village of Manhattan. “I'd
order; and within 10 minutes they
were already up there, knocking on my
apartment door” He may never go back
to the supermarket. “The convenience
of it far outweighs anything else,” he
added. “It’s the future.” Ultrafast grocers
are already a growing part of the online
market in London, Paris, Moscow and
other cities. These companies are now
landing in New York, drawn by its
density, which provides access to many
shoppers at once, and buoyed by the
larger pandemic boom in e-commerce,
industry experts said. But critics say
the online grocers could upend the
landscape of the city, where running
to the corner bodega for orange juice
or knowing deli workers by name
has long been part of daily urban life.
Some worry that the online grocers
will siphon business away from local
bodegas and supermarkets, and send
more delivery workers onto crowded
city streets already filled with food app
workers racing to deliver hot meals.
“We've been here forever and they
come from nowhere and grab a market
that is our market,” said Francisco
Marte, the founder of the Bodega and
Small Business Association, which
represents 2,000 bodegas in New York
City, including some that offer online
shopping. Gale Brewer, the Manhattan
borough president, questioned if
companies were pushing the need
for speed too far. “Who the hell needs
an apple in 15 minutes?” she said. “If
you want something in 15 minutes, go
to the store.” Still, online grocers are
finding enthusiastic takers. They have
expanded a so-called instant needs
market in urban deliveries, seeking
to find a niche between a stroll to the
nearest store and getting a week’s
worth of goods from online delivery

15-minute grocery delivery has
come to NYC, not everyone is happy

services like FreshDirect or Instacart. “I
think about it, I buy it and it shows up,”
said Deborah Weinswig, founder and
CEO of Coresight Research, a firm that
studies this market. “It used to be fine
if it got there that week, and then it was
two days, and then same day. Now, it’s
like blink and it’s here.” But some retail
experts are skeptical that the business
model can be sustained long-term, and
said that the companies may eventually
have to raise prices. Some companies
have advertised heavily and offered
steep discounts in an effort to lure
customers and build market share. “At
the end of the day, how are they going
to make money?” said Mark Cohen,
an adjunct professor and director of
retail studies at Columbia Business
School. “This is the crisis of technology
crashing into reality” Cohen said
grocery companies cannot realistically
deliver in 15 minutes every time as
their order volumes increase, or hold on
to customers who may give them a try
but grow disappointed with the limited
selection of products. Yet at least half
a dozen ultrafast grocers Buyk, JOKR,
Gopulff, Gorillas, 1520 and Fridge No
More have spread across Manhattan
and parts of Brooklyn, Queens and the
Bronx in the past year. The stakes are
high. Online grocery shopping accounts
for 12% of all grocery sales nationwide,
up from about 2% before the pandemic,
according to Weinswig. Buyk, which
is financed with $46 million from
investors, has grown to more than 1,350
orders a day since it started in August
and predicted it would hit 20,000
orders a day by the end of the year
said Rodion Shishkov, its co-founder.
JOKR, backed with $170 million from
investors, arrived in New York in June
and has seen demand rise 15% to 20%
every week to several thousand orders
a day, said Ralf Wenzel, founder and
CEO. Gopuff, which was founded in
2013 in Philadelphia, expanded to New
York in October with deliveries in 30
minutes or less. The ultrafast grocers
operate from a network of micro hubs
that are close to customers and often

limit deliveries to 1 1/2 miles or less.
Each hub typically stocks between
1,500 and 5,000 items, compared with
35,000 products in a supermarket.
Most hubs are “dark stores” not open
to the public. Several companies, with
investors funding their operations for
now, said they were able to offer free
or low-cost delivery and avoid marking
up prices by keeping their overhead
low. They buy in bulk directly from
manufacturers and suppliers, save on
rent because their hubs are small and
do not require prime locations, and
tightly control inventory to minimize
waste. Dark stores also do not need
employees to check out or help
customers in person. Buyk has opened
20 hubs in Manhattan, Brooklyn,
Queens and the Bronx since August, and
plans to have 100 across the city by the
end of the year. Shishkov said he saw
the growing network of dark stores as
the “water pipes” for a modern delivery
infrastructure system. “It's something
that sits all over the city, generating the
entry point to every household,” he said.
“This entry point happens to be not for
water, but for everything else you need,
starting with your everyday groceries.”
This business model, Shishkov said, has
already proven profitable in Russia,
where he co-founded another ultrafast
grocery company, Samokat, in 2017 that
delivers nearly 200,000 orders a day in
Moscow alone. But Brewer criticized
the dark stores for taking away
neighborhood retail space that should
be open to everyone, and has called
on city agencies to look at whether
companies are illegally operating in
residential neighborhoods. Avi Kaner,
a co-owner of Morton Williams,
which has 15 grocery stores in
Manhattan and the Bronx, said each
store draws about 2,500 customers
a day and generates foot traffic for
nearby businesses. The 15-minute
grocery service is “absolutely bad
for the city,” he said. “In the unlikely
event it was successful, it would
eliminate the primary location in
each community that is a gathering
spot.” Ultrafast grocery services also
encourage people to place smaller
and more frequent orders, resulting
in more delivery trips and bringing
more trucks to residential areas to
restock hubs all of which worsen
congestion and pollution, said
José Holguin-Veras, a professor at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute who
studies transportation issues. “It’s
the price of convenience,” Holguin-
Veras said.
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i items 2 |Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.171)
4 |Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after 13.29 (6.93) 3 [Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception -5.65 -6.04 -0.69 -8.77 items
Ital‘ (after Excceptional/Extraordinary itmes) 3 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.171)
items) 4 [Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception -5.65 -6.04 -0.69 -8.77 itmes)
5 Total Comprehensive Income for the - - itmes) 4 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.171)
period(Comprising profit /Loss for the 5 |Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period -5.65 -6.04 -0.69 -8.77 itmes)
period (after tax) and other [comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other 5 |Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.17)
comprehensive income(after tax) comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)] [comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other
& |Equity Share Capial 500 200 6 |Paid up equity share capital 1,274.80 1,274.80 1,274.80 1,274.80 - ;o.rzprehens{ve anome/_ltosli(afir tax)] T ) ) e
7 | Reserve (Excluding Revaluation - - 7 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) after exception item (0.04) (0.05) (0.005) (0.069) aid up equity share capita . . . -
Reserves) as shown in the Audited Basic & Diluted 7 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) after exception item (0.03) (0.04) (0.025) (0.05)
Balance Sheet of previous year Not Basic & Diluted
ote
8 |Earning Per Share( Face Value of . . .
Rs. 18?, each ){mrf(mnﬂnuing and 1. The above unaudited standalone financial results for the quarter and half year ended on Note
discontinued operations) septem ber 30, 2021 were reviewed by the Audit Committee at the meeting and 1. The above unaudited standalone financial results for the quarter ended September 30,
:; gﬁﬁ'lzd g'gg 'g'g approved by the Board of Directors and taken on record at the meeting held on 2021 were reviewed by the Audit Committee at the meeting and approved by the Board
Note: - - November 10, 2021. of Directors and taken on record at the meeting held on November 10, 2021.
The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly / Annual 2. The above is an extract of Unaudlte_d 'Fmana_al R_esults flled_ with the Stock_ Exchanges ) ) . ) ] )
under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) 2. The above is an extract of Unaudited Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges

financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange under regulation 33 of
SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015. The full format of the quarterly financial results are available on
the website of the Stock Exchange at www.msei.in and on Company's
website www.capfin.in

For Capital Finvest Limited

Sd/-

Rattan Singhania

Place: New Delhi Whole Time Director
Date: 10.11.2021 DIN: 00147685

Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Unaudited Financial Results are available in the

Company's website (www.alstonetextiles.in).

For and on behalf of Board of Directors of
Alstone Textiles (India) Limited

Date: 10-11-2021
Place: New Delhi

Deepak Kumar Bhojak
(Managing Director
DIN: 06933359

under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Unaudited Financial Results are available in the
Company's website (www.genesisdevelopersholdings.com).

For and on behalf of board of directors of
GENESIS DEVELOPERS AND HOLDINGS LIMITED

Date: 10-11-2021
Place: New Delhi

DEEPAK TYAGI
(MANAGING DIRECTOR)
DIN :02760361
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AUS vs PAK : Favourites Pakistan face
resurgent Australia in T20 WC semis

Australia, Agency.

Pakistan have turned it around following their first-round exit in
2016. The Babar Azam-led side has defied the odds to become
the team to beat this edition. The 2009 champion is the only
team that remains undefeated in the ongoing tournament.
Pakistan seem primed to win their second title but it will take a
special effort to upstage a tenacious Australia, which is peaking
at the right time, in the second
semifinal of the T20 World Cup
here on Thursday. Pakistan have
turned it around following their
first-round exit in 2016. The Babar
Azam-led side has defied the odds
to become the team to beat this
edition. The 2009 champion is the
only team that remains undefeated in the ongoing tournament.
The last time these two met in the semifinals of a T20 World
Cup, Australia, inspired by Mike Hussey, had beaten Pakistan
in a thriller. But in the ongoing edition, the Men in Green have
resisted crumbling under pressure and are comfortable in the
UAE, having hosted several seasons of the Pakistan Super League
and their home matches here since the 2009 terror attack on the
Sri Lankan team shut down international cricket in their country.
Following a historic win over India where they looked completely
invincible, Pakistan have showed very few chinks in their armour
against New Zealand and Afghanistan. The formidable top-order,
led by the tournament’s leading run-scorer Azam (264), who
has four half-centuries against his name, is expected to deliver
once again but Australia’s bowling attack will also be ready and
waiting to capitalise on any slip up.
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T10 format has a bright future, can be
played at the Olympics : Du Plessis

Abu Dhabi, Agency.

Earlier this year, the ICC had confirmed
that it will bid for cricket's inclusion in
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics. Former
South Africa skipper Faf du Plessis feels
the T10 format has a bright future ahead
and can also be played at the Olympics.
The veteran batter will be making his
debut in the Abu Dhabi T10, scheduled
to be played at the Zayed Cricket Stadium
from November 19 to December 4. “I
have played three formats for a long time
and I am still attracted to the T10 format.
I think players like myself will keep
looking at tournaments like this,” Du
Plessis said during a virtual conference.
“The future of T10 is looking good. It’s a
format that can be used in the Olympics.
The quick nature of T10 also makes it
attractive to the fans. I think T10 is only
going to get better and better;” he added.
Earlier this year, the ICC had confirmed
that it will bid for cricket’s inclusion in
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics. When

asked about how he will go about his
business in a new format, the South
African said, “I think when you are
moving from one format to the other,
it's about understanding your game.
“You need to think about the blueprint
that you will need to follow which will

give you consistent results.” Du Plessis
will head to the tournament on the
back of a sensational Indian Premier
League season that saw him win the title
with Chennai Super Kings. “Through
time in T20 cricket, I've got better
at understanding my game plan on

different pitches and making decisions
about which bowlers I can take on and
which bowlers I can’t take on during a
game,” he said. Du Plessis, who will be
leading the Bangla Tigers team in the
upcoming season of the Abu Dhabi T10,
also spoke about his role as the leader
of the side. “My role as a captain would
be to get the team together and create
an environment wherein the players
are having fun and being themselves.
“Batting in the top order would be
the best position for me. But I haven't
had those discussions with the team
management yet” The South African
feels the pitches in Abu Dhabi are likely
to aid spinners more than the pacers.
“Given the nature of the matches in Abu
Dhabi during the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup, I think spinners will have more of
an impact as compared to fast bowlers
in the Abu Dhabi T10,” Du Plessis said.
“However, raw pace can also be quite
effective on up and down wickets. So, it’ll
depend on the conditions on the day.”

Win against India gave Pakistan
momentum, says Matthew Hayden

Dubai, Agency.

With five wins out of as many games in the group stages,
Pakistan are one of the favourites to lift the T20 World
Cup and will take on Australia in the semifinal here
on Thursday. Pakistan’s batting consultant Matthew
Hayden believes the 10-wicket thrashing of arch-rivals
India set the tone for his side in the ongoing T20 World
Cup and cited the players’ commitment to training and
spirituality as the reasons for a stupendous unbeaten
run so far. With five wins out of as many games in the
group stages, Pakistan are one of the favourites to lift the
T20 World Cup and will take on Australia in the semifinal
here on Thursday. Hayden, who was roped in as batting
consultant for the mega-event, heaped praise on skipper
Babar Azam for showing wonderful temperament
and control during a high-pressure campaign. “The
highlight...the first game that we played here at Dubai,
where we'’re playing tomorrow night, against India, and
just how under immense pressure...only comparable
to the Ashes series, just how these boys wonderfully
handled very calmly and very confidently their approach
to playing such a huge match,” Hayden told reporters in
the pre-match press conference. “I think that game really
set us up for what has been a really lovely four weeks of
solid work, great commitment to training, great purpose
in general...,” he added. “...also a wonderful heart connect
to Islam and how spirituality has played its role within
the Pakistan team as a great guide and tool for everyone
to come together;,” Hayden added. Tactically on Thursday,
Hayden will be up against his former opening colleague
Justin Langer, who is the chief coach of Australia. And
he believes his knowledge about Australian players and
cricketing culture will hold Pakistan in good stead. “It is
a very unusual feeling. As you all know, [ was a warrior
for Australian cricket over two decades, so that does give
me the benefit of having wonderful insights not only
into these players but also into the culture of cricket in
Australia,” he said. “I guess from my point of view there
is the challenge of the heart, the challenge of the mind in
terms of what’s going to happen over the next 24 hours,

but I'll also say very proudly that it's been wonderful to
be a part of Pakistan cricket,” he added. Hayden feels that
the T20 World Cup title is of great significance to Pakistan,
which has been deprived of hosting international cricket
for a long time due to security concerns. “Yes, this is an
extremely important tournament for Pakistan...I feel
that as a nation that loves cricket as much as it does,
and as focused so heavily on cricket, and also to have
tournaments including the ones that I was a part of
(being) cancelled for numerous reasons, it's never more
important,” he said. “...and the awareness is heightened
that out of this great nation we’ve got a squad of players
here that are ready to perform and are ready to take
on not only the semifinals but should we, inshallah, get
beyond that, the finals.” Hayden spoke highly of Babar
and said his personality is completely opposite to that
of India’s Virat Kohli, a contemporary great of the game.
“Babar and his personality is what you see is what you
get. He’s very consistent. He’s very stable. He’s not
overly flamboyant. “In fact I'd go as far as to say he’s
almost the opposite personality to someone like Virat
Kohli, who's very animated, very passionate, and very
boisterous on the field. Got great control, and he’s
got a wonderful temperament,” he said. “...just to give
you an insight into that talent, his ability to be able to
consistently react to the ball is really second to none
that I've seen. He picks up the line and the length of
the ball quicker than the average cricketer that’s going
around, and that’s the mark of someone that’s a very
fine player” He also praised pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi
and termed his dismissal of KL Rahul as one of the best
he has ever seen. “Those number of balls, though, can
be destructive, as we saw from his delivery to KL Rahul,
one of the best balls that I've seen ever, apart from the
last two or three months of observing cricket in this
country and in the UAE. “He’s got that ability like every
good strike bowler to be able to commit to wonderful
pace, which means that his preparation, his recovery
and his just ability in general to be able to focus on
delivering fast bowling day in, day out.”

Managed my workload well so far
and hope to keep my focus on both
aspects of game : Venkatesh lyer

New Delhi, Agency.

The 26-year-old Madhya Pradesh
man has been rewarded with
a maiden calllup for the T20
International home series against
New Zealand starting November
17 and knows that going forward,
workload management would be an
important focus area for him. All-
rounders in Indian cricket are a rare
commodity and the newest entrant to
the club, Venkatesh Iyer, knows only
too well that he has to keep his focus
on both aspects of the game in order
to remain relevant. The 26-year-
old Madhya Pradesh man has been
rewarded with a maiden call-up
for the T20 International home
series against New Zealand starting
November 17 and knows that going
forward, workload management
would be an important focus area for
him. “My workload management has
been good so far. | am an all-rounder
so I have to be equally focussed on
both aspects of the game. That's
what I have been doing right from
my age-group state level days. It's
so far not been a very big issue,” the
suave Kolkata Kight Riders man tod
in an exclusive interaction. For Iyer
the endeavour is to display multiple
skills across formats. “I have always
worked hard on my red ball game
and it has been my conscious effort
not be one dimensional. “If you have
to play for India, you have to be
consistent across formats and that’s
why I have putin a lot of work in both
departments of the game. Venkatesh
Iyer slammed his maiden IPL fifty
against MI. “As much as [ have worked
on my batting, I have also worked on
my bowling,” said Iyer, who many
like Harbhajan Singh believe can
shock batters with extra pace. His
370 runs in the IPL for KKR, along
with steady medium pace that got
him three wickets, brought him into
national reckoning. He is being seen
as a replacement of Hardik Pandya,
who is still not fit to bowl and does
not quite fit in as a pure batter. Iyer,
who has six half-centuries and seven
wickets for Madhya Pradesh in Ranji
Trophy, believes that it has been his
consistency, not only in IPL but also
in first-class cricket, that has helped
get this far. During the IPL in UAE, did
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B “If you have to play for India, you have to be consistent
across formats and that’s why I have put in a lot of
work in both departments of the game. Venkatesh Iyer
slammed his maiden IPL fifty against MI. “As much as I
have worked on my batting, I have also worked on my
bowling,” said Iyer, who many like Harbhajan Singh
believe can shock batters with extra pace.

he geta feeling that he would make it?
“I must say that it was not just about
IPL that gave me belief that I could
represent my country. “When I was
playing Ranji Trophy, Vijay Hazare
Trophy and Syed Mushtaq Ali for
my state Madhya Pradesh, I always
knew that if I carry on with good
performances in domestic cricket, I
would play for India one day,” he said.

“I always had that belief” Having
lived in Indore, it was local coach
Dinesh Sharma, who first tapped his
talent as he made rapid strides while
rising through the ranks of age-group
cricket, captainingthe U-23 state team.
When he touched base in the United
Arab Emirates with the KKR team in
the last week of August, he wouldn’t
have imagined that he would make
such progress in a matter of months.
Two and half months later, he was
sitting in his Delhi hotel room with
Madhya Pradesh teammates when
fellow national team entrant Avesh
Khan broke the news to him. “We had
a match (vs Kerala) and it was Avesh
who came to my room and informed
that both of us have been selected.
Obviously, there couldn’t have been

a better feeling,” lyer revealed while
sitting with his teammates. He was
honest in his admission that while he
was working on his dream, he didn’t
think it would be realised so soon.
“No, I never felt that life will take
such a beautiful turn. [ don’t expect
anything but believe in taking things
as they come. Yes, I am very happy
and excited as this is the dream you
live for but frankly speaking, I never
expected it to happen so soon,” lyer
said. The lesser known aspect about
Iyer is that he once got a job offer
in multi-national auditing company
Deloitte but decided to pursue cricket
with encouragement from his parents.
With an MBA degree in finance, he has
cleared the foundation and inter-level
exams of Chartered Accountancy. Iyer
attributes his cricketing smarts to
him being a diligent student. “(Being
good at) academics helps your
thinking and decision-making ability.
It gives you an edge over others may
be. Being a good student is something
that has come naturally to me. “It does
give me a bit of edge over others,” said
the lanky man from Indore, who could
well be Rohit Sharma’s lethal weapon.

Babar Azam doesn’t need to do anything differently My day is made’: Abhinav Mukund gets

in semi-final against Australia : Ramiz Raja

Karachi, Agency.

Pakistan have comfortably won all their five
games and are dubbed as favourites to beat
Australia, who haven't been bad either. Babar
Azam has led Pakistan team well in the ongoing
T20 World Cup and doesn’t need to do anything
differently in the semi-final against Australia on
Thursday, PCB chairman and former skipper
Ramiz Raja said on the eve of the game. Pakistan
have comfortably won all their five games and
are dubbed as favourites to beat Australia, who
haven’t been bad either. “So far the Pakistan
team has really done well and impressed us well
with their consistent performances. [ don’t think
Babar Azam needs to do anything differently in
the semi final against Australia. The team should
just remain motivated and play fearlessly,” Ramiz
said in a statement. Ramiz said that he was happy
to see the Pakistan team shed the tag of being
inconsistent performers by doing consistently
well in the T20 World Cup and winning five
matches in a row. “The win over India was the
result of a strong temperament while we beat
New Zealand with some good planning while
the win over the Afghanistan team came after
playing their spinners well” he added. He
said that Babar’s leadership, the players’ self
belief and their humble behaviour on the field

had been appreciated by everyone and had
led to consistency in the team’s performance
as well. “You have qualified for the knock-out
stage?victory or defeat is not in any human’s
hand. But you should just continue to play good
cricket and have self belief. The entire nation’s
prayers are with you” Ramiz said he was just
happy to see that no player is afraid of defeat
and they are playing fearless cricket which is
the brand of cricket Pakistan should always play.

Ramiz, who took over as Chairman of the board
on 13th September accepted Babar’s request
for changes in the squad before the World Cup,
something which the Pakistan captain admitted
on Tuesday had allowed him to lead the side
more confidently and without fear of defeat.
Ramiz himself is flying to Dubai to attend the
World Cup final and also the ICC board meeting,
which is being held for the first time in person
since the Covid-19 outbreak last year.

New Delhi, Agency.

"Thanks for your response sir, my day is
made," Abhinav Mukund says to Sir Vivian
Richards. Arguably one of the greatest
batters in the history of cricket, Sir Vivian
Richards had a brilliant response to Indian
cricketer Abhinav Mukund who said that
he was watching the highlights of the West
Indies legend’s knock of 189* against
England for the first time. Sir Viv has had a
remarkable career and is regarded as one
of the greatest batters that the sport has
produced. But the unbeaten 189-run ODI
knock that he played against England din
1984 remains his career’s biggest highlight.
While the wickets kept tumbling at the
other end, Richards held one end and kept
the runs coming on the other. At one stage,
West Indies were tumbling at 166/9 but
the right-handed batter bailed his team
out of the trouble, scoring the unbeaten
knock in 170 balls to take his team to the
total of 272. He then went on to claim two
wickets as West Indies bundled out England
for 168 runs to seal the match by 104 runs.
On the eve of the T20 World Cup semifinal
between England and New Zealand, a bored
Abhinav decided to use some time watching
the highlights of Sir Viv’s knock for the first
time. Abhinav looked clearly impressed

a response from Sir Vivian Richards

and shared on Twitter, “No cricket on and
randomly watching highlights of old games
on YouTube,a bit ashamed to say this is the
first time i am watching the 189* of Vivian
Richards! My god what an innings,that
too from 166/9. Any other suggestions
from you guys on what to watch next?” To
this, Richards replied, “I suggest you can
start watching all my batting & bowling
highlights, my lad.” Mukund then shared a
list of the best knocks played by Richards
that he has kept on the watchlist and
thanked him for replying and making his
day. Richards responded again, this time
applauding Mukund’s list. Mukund, who
represents Tamil Nadu in domestic cricket,
has played seven Test matches for India.
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Ethiopia detains UN staffers,
accuses them of ‘terror act’

Nairobi, Agency.

Ethiopia's government has said it's detaining people suspected
of supporting the rival Tigray forces who have been fighting
the government for the past year. At least 16 United Nations’
local employees have been detained in Ethiopia’s capital, the
UN has said, and a government spokesman asserted they
were held for their “participation in terror” under a state of
emergency as the country’s yearlong war
escalates and ethnic Tigrayans face a new
wave of arrests. All the detained staffers are
Tigrayan, a humanitarian worker told The
Associated Press, speaking on condition
of anonymity for the fear of retaliation.
UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said on
Tuesday that the UN was given no reason for the detentions,
but Tigrayans, including lawyers, have reported widespread
detentions in Addis Ababa since the state of emergency was
declared, saying people are being picked up on the basis of
their ethnicity alone. “They are being detained in facilities
against their will” UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told
reporters, adding that some were detained over the past few
days during a visit to Ethiopia by the UN humanitarian chief.
Dujarric said another six staff members were detained but then
released, and a number of employees’ dependents have also
been detained. The UN has asked Ethiopia’s foreign ministry
for their immediate release. Government spokesman Legesse
Tulu in a message to the AP said the detentions occurred
“because of their wrongdoing and their participation in terror
act,” without giving details. He said it has no connection “with
their office and job.”
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As China’s property crisis spreads, Beumg says there’s nothing to see

Washington, Agency.

The tumult at Evergrande appeared to die down
more recently after the company made payments on
multimillion-dollar bonds. But its financial woes have
already set off a broader panic that has contributed to
a wave of defaults among other developers. And their
troubles are mounting. When times were flush for the
property developer China Fortune Land, it boughta trophy
soccer club and recruited star athletes from Argentina.
These days, the players with the club, Hebei E.C., are on
indefinite leave because it cannot afford to keep the lights
on. The developer is one of a growing number facing
financial strain in China, challenging the narrative from
Beijing that it can keep the country’s corporate debt crisis
under control while avoiding the disorderly collapse of
its property giants. Global markets just weeks ago were
fretting over the possible failure of China Evergrande
Group, the world’s most indebted property developer.
Central bankers and financial figures considered the
impact that its more than $300 billion of unpaid debts
would have on China’s economy if Beijing stuck to its
commitment not to provide a bailout. The tumult at
Evergrande appeared to die down more recently after the
company made payments on multimillion-dollar bonds.
But its financial woes have already set off a broader panic
that has contributed to a wave of defaults among other
developers. And their troubles are mounting. Money is
becoming harder to find because the cost of borrowing
has soared, fewer people are buying apartments and the
value of property is falling. Property companies have $40

billion of payments to make to foreign investors alone
over the next two months, according to one estimate.
Kaisa Group, China’s first developer to default on overseas
debt six years ago, told investors last week that it was
facing “unprecedented pressure.” The stress to Chinese
developers is so intense that the U.S. Federal Reserve
flagged it as a potential risk to the U.S. economy in a
report this week. As Chinese real estate developers fail
to meet their most basic financial obligations, experts are
warning that Evergrande’s problems have already started
to have a dangerous spillover effect. Evergrande and
Beijing are managing the company’s struggles under a veil
of secrecy, allowing it to meet some payment deadlines
without explaining how. The approach may stem panic,
but it papers over broader pressures on the sector and
an economy that has long turned to the property market
to help power its growth. “The fundamental situation for
Evergrande hasn’t really changed,” said Matthew Chow, a
China property analyst and director at S&P Global Ratings.
“We remain sure that default is almost a certainty.”

Another potentially devastating deadline for Evergrande
approaches Wednesday, when the grace period on $150
million worth of bond payments will end. It is unclear how
Evergrande has been able to secure the money needed to
make its recent payments when the company has no cash,
no one is buying its apartments and a very long line of
creditors stands outside its doors. More than 1 million
homebuyers are waiting for unfinished apartments, and
the company may owe money to just as many construction
workers and painters, landscapers and employees.
Michael Yang, an Evergrande salesperson in the southern
city of Chongqging, is one of them. His monthly salary at
Evergrande, including commission, used to be $3,900.
But Yang said he received a notice last month informing
him that, beginning in November, he would be suspended
for a year with a minimum pay of $280 a month. “It’s not
enough for me in Chongqing, for sure,” he said. Yang said
Evergrande told him and other colleagues that the money
the company saved by not paying regular salaries would
be used to finish construction on apartments that it had
sold but not yet completed. The news was so discouraging,
Yang said, that he has already started interviewing for
new jobs, even though he and his new wife are planning
to start a family. “It suddenly disrupted my life plan,” he
said. “I didn’t expect it to come so quickly.” In the absence
of information from Evergrande about how it will find
the money to keep its operations going, China’s internet
was briefly alight last month with reports that authorities
planned to force Evergrande’s billionaire founder, Xu
Jiayin, to help pay some of the millions of people to whom

The world needs to quit oil and gas,
Africa has an idea : rich countries first

Lagos, Agency.

Many African countries have an abundance of natural
gas or other fossil fuels, and they argue forcefully that
the rest of the world doesn’t have a right to tell them not
to use it. The staff at Big Cabal, a media startup, wanted
to ditch its diesel generator, but needed something to
keep the office air conditioners running. The generator
was noisy, expensive and, maybe worst of all, bad for
the environment. Hoping for a greener solution to its
problem, Big Cabal in 2019 bought solar panels for its
two-story office building. But the leap to solar didn’t
go according to plan and the reasons illuminate the
big challenges Africa faces from climate change. The
region is rich in fossil fuels and is eager to use them to
fix its notoriously unreliable power grids. But to slow
global warming, nations must burn less oil and gas, not
more. Meantime, Africa is heating up much faster than
the rest of the world. For starters, Big Cabal found that
the solar panels cost about three times more than the
generator in maintenance costs. And, even though the
company’s finance manager, Sophia Abu, scouted for the
most powerful units the company could afford, they still
weren’t quite enough to run the air conditioners. So while
Big Cabal’s staff, who write technology and culture news,
sweltered in the summer heat, the AC units hummed
cheerfully and pushed out warm air. “We’ve had to buy
more batteries, and more panels,” Abu said, as well as
special air conditioners that work with solar inverters,
devices that can accommodate battery storage. Now, the
diesel generator is back, screaming behind the office.
The company switches between power from the local
utility, the generator and the solar panels. That juggling
act gets to the heart of a big question facing African
nations: Who gets to keep using fossil fuels, and for how
long, during the transition to clean energy? “When they
say cut in Africa, what do they want to cut?” asked Titus
Gwemende, Zimbabwe-based climate director at the
Open Society Foundation, a grants organization. “There’s
nothing to cut here. African countries are the ones on the
receiving end of this problem. It's the bigger emitters
that should have the responsibility to cut,” he said. “We
should be sensitive to history” A swift transition is crucial
in the global fight against climate change. But not only
would that be particularly costly in poorer nations, many
African countries have an abundance of natural gas or
other fossil fuels, and they argue forcefully that the rest
of the world doesn’t have a right to tell them not to use it.
Proven crude oil reserves on the African continent total
more than 100 billion barrels spanning 11 countries,
with Libya and Nigeria among the 10 biggest producers
globally. The region is rich in gas, too: Combined, Nigeria,
Algeria and Mozambique hold about 6% of the world’s
natural gas reserves. As world leaders meet at COP26
in Glasgow, Scotland, some African leaders and activists
are, for the first time, vocally opposing a speedier pivot
to renewables for their countries. Instead, they are
pressing for a slower transition, one that would embrace
a continued reliance on fossil fuels particularly natural
gas, which burns more cleanly than coal or oil, but which
still pumps planet-warming carbon dioxide into the

atmosphere. Insisting that African countries transition
more swiftly to renewables, some analysts say, is akin
to developed nations using a ladder to climb a wall, then
pulling it up before developing countries can do the
same. Under growing pressure to act, development banks
and richer countries alike have been rolling back their
support for fossil fuel projects like coal-burning power
plants. In 2017, the World Bank cut funding for projects
like these and began to invest more in renewable energy
projects. And in Glasgow, rich countries like Britain, the
United States, Canada and Denmark have pledged to
stop spending on fossil fuel projects abroad by 2022,
barring some exemptions. So far, at least one gas project
in Mozambique, a gas-rich country in southern Africa,
will not be going ahead according to the Africa Energy
Chamber, an advisory firm. Oil giant BP has said it will
roll back its oil and gas production, including on the
continent. African leaders are voicing their displeasure.
In several seminars at the Glasgow climate conference, as
well as in opinion pieces in recent months, they’ve taken
sharp jabs at these cutbacks. “Efforts to restrict fossil fuel
investments in Africa are even harder to stomach because
many of the wealthy countries behind them including
Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States include
natural gas in their own multidecade plans to transition
to clean energy,” Yemi Osinbajo, Nigeria's vice president,
wrote in Foreign Affairs in the run-up to the talks, known
as COP26. Nigeria depends largely on gas for electricity,
and on crude for revenue. “Climate action shouldn’t
mean strangling all fossil fuel projects but rather
facilitating the flow of capital to the countries that need
it most,” Osinbajo wrote. Sub-Saharan Africa contributes
about 3% of global greenhouse gas emissions, among
the lowest of the world’s regions. Yet African countries
are particularly hard hit by the consequences of climate
change. The region is warming faster than the global
average and experiencing bigger increases in sea-level
rise. In the Lagos office, a ding announces a power cut.
But the lights quickly blink on again, as the solar system
takes over. Big Cabal’s employees have settled into a
routine with their complex mix of electricity sources.
But it required much time and money. It’s that time and
money that African leaders say the continent needs
more of, in order to make a transition to renewable
power. Renewable technologies are expensive in almost
all regions, but, on top of those costs, African countries
also face the expenses of industrializing, providing better
health care and building food and education systems.
However, getting world leaders to agree to keep funding
oil and gas projects could prove difficult.

the company owes money.

The biggest kink in America’s supply
chain : not enough truckers

Washington, Agency.

Truck drivers have been in short
supply for years, but a wave of
retirements combined with those
simply quitting for less stressful jobs
is exacerbating the supply chain
crisis in the United States. Facing
more than $50,000 in student debt,
Michael Gary dropped out of college
and took a truck driving job in 2012.
It paid the bills, he said, and he could
reduce his expenses if he lived mostly
out of a truck. But over the years, the
job strained his relationships. He was
away from home for weeks at a time
and could not prioritise his health:
It took more than three years to
schedule an optometry appointment,
which he kept cancelling because of
his irregular work hours. He quit on
Oct. 6. “I had no personal life outside
of driving a truck,” said Gary, 58, a
resident of Vancouver, Washington. “I
finally had enough.” Truck drivers have
been in short supply for years, but a
wave of retirements combined with
those simply quitting for less stressful
jobs is exacerbating the supply chain
crisis in the United States, leading to
empty store shelves, panicked holiday
shoppers and congestion at ports.
Warehouses around the country
are overflowing with products, and
delivery times have stretched to
months from days or weeks for many
goods. A report released last month by
the American Trucking Associations
estimated that the industry is short
80,000 drivers, a record number, and
one the association said could double
by 2030 as more retire. Supply-chain
problems stem from a number of
factors, including an extraordinary
surge in demand for goods and
factory shutdowns abroad. But the
situation has been compounded by a
shortage of truckers and deteriorating
conditions across the transportation
sector, which have made it even
harder for consumers to get the things
they want when they want them.
The phenomenon is rippling across
the economy, weighing on growth,
pushing up prices for consumers
and depressing President Joe Biden’s
approval rating. But the White House
has struggled with how to respond.
On Tuesday, it announced a series of
steps aimed at alleviating supply chain
problems, such as allowing ports to
redirect other federal funds to efforts
to ease backlogs. As part of the plan,
the Port of Savannah could reallocate
more than $8 million to convert

existing inland facilities into five pop-
up container yards in Georgia and
North Carolina to help ships offload
cargo more quickly. That followed

an announcement by Biden last
month that major ports and private
companies would begin moving
toward 24-hour operation in an effort
to ease the gridlock. But early results
suggest that trucking remains a major
bottleneck in that effort, compounding
congestion at the ports. The directors
of the ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach said that, at least initially, few
additional truckers were showing
up to take advantage of the extended
hours. Gene Seroka, the executive
director of the Port of Los Angeles,
said his port had told the White House
in July that about 30% of the port’s
appointments for truckers went
unused every day, largely because of
shortages of drivers, the chassis they
use to pull the loads and warehouse
workers to unload items from trucks.
“Here in the port complex, with all this
cargo, we need more drivers,” Seroka
said. The $1 trillion infrastructure
bill that the House passed last week
could help mitigate the shortage. The
legislation includes a three-year pilot
apprenticeship program that would
allow commercial truck drivers as
young as 18 to drive across state lines.
In most states, people under 21 can
receive a commercial driver’s license,
but federal regulations restrict them
from driving interstate routes. But
industry experts said the program was
unlikely to fix the immediate problem,
given that it could take months to
get underway and the fact that many
people simply do not want to drive
trucks. Biden said last month that he
would consider deploying the National
Guard to alleviate the trucker shortage,
although a White House official said
the administration was not actively
pursuing the move. Meera Joshi, the
deputy administrator of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration,
said the agency had focused on easing
the process of obtaining a commercial
driver’s license after states cut back
licensing operations during the
coronavirus pandemic. The agency
has also extended the hours that
certain drivers can work. “They are

the absolute backbone of a big part
of our supply chain,” Pete Buttigieg,
the Transportation secretary, said
about truckers at a White House
briefing Monday. “We need to respect
and, in my view, compensate them
better than we have.” The shortage
has alarmed trucking companies,
which say there are not enough young
people to replace those aging out
of the workforce. The stereotypes
attached with the job, the isolating
lifestyle and younger generations’
focus on pursuing four-year college
degrees have made it difficult to entice
drivers. Trucking companies have also
struggled to retain workers: Turnover
rates have reached as high as 90%
for large carriers. In response, the
companies have raised their wages.
The average weekly earnings for long-
distance drivers have increased about
21% since the start of 2019, according
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Last
year, commercial truck drivers had a
median wage of $47,130. To pay for
those increases, trucking companies
are raising their rates. Jon Gold, the
vice president of supply chain and
customs policy at the National Retail
Federation, said the driver shortage
has contributed to steeper costs for
retailers, which are trickling down to
consumers and pushing up some of
the prices at stores. “We are seeing
cost increases at every step of the way
in the transportation supply chain,”
Gold said. “From ocean to truck to rail,
costs are increasing.” Derek ]. Leathers,
the president and chief executive
of Werner Enterprises in Omabha,
Nebraska, which employs about 9,500
drivers, said its services cost about
15% more than pre-pandemic levels
as driver salaries and equipment costs
have climbed. The company is trying
to hire about 700 truck drivers up
from about 300 before the pandemic
after demand swelled and retirements
left the company short on workers. It
has increased driver compensation
about 20% since the start of 2020
and expanded the number of driving
academies it operates. “I've been
in the business for over 30 years,”
Leathers said. “I definitely think this
is the tightest driver market I've seen
in my career” Holly McCormick, the
vice president of the talent office
at Groendyke Transport in Enid,
Oklahoma, said that although the
company offered an average salary of
about $70,000 a year, fewer people
were willing to be away from home for
long stretches.

Biden-Xi virtual meetmg planned for as soon as next week British PM Boris Johnson to return
to COP26 to urge action

New Delhi, Agency.

Combative US diplomatic exchanges with China
early in the Biden administration unnerved allies,
and US officials believe direct engagement with Xi
is the best way to prevent the relationship between
the world's two biggest economies from spiraling
toward conflict. A virtual meeting planned between
US President Joe Biden and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping will be held as soon as next week, a person
briefed on the matter told Reuters. Spokespersons
for the White House and the Chinese embassy
in Washington declined to confirm whether the
meeting would take place next week. Combative US
diplomatic exchanges with China early in the Biden
administration unnerved allies, and US officials
believe direct engagement with Xi is the best way
to prevent the relationship between the world’s
two biggest economies from spiraling toward
conflict. The two sides said they had reached an
agreement in principle to hold the virtual meeting

between Biden and Xi before year-end after talks
in the Swiss city of Zurich last month between
US national security adviser Jake Sullivan and
China’s top diplomat, Yang Jiechi. Sources told
Reuters last month that, given China’s domestic
Covid-19 restrictions and Xi’s reluctance to travel,
Washington was aiming for a video conference call
in November. White House deputy press secretary
Karine Jean Pierre was asked at a briefing on
Monday about the timing of the virtual meeting
and reiterated there was an agreement in principle

for Biden and Xi to hold it before the end of the year.
She said working-level discussions were underway
to confirm details, but declined to offer specifics.
Stakes for the meeting are high Washington and
Beijing have been sparring on issues from the
origins of the pandemic to China’s expanding
nuclear arsenal but Biden’s team has so far set low
expectations for specific outcomes. Experts believe
the two sides may work toward an agreement to
relax curbs on visas for each other’s journalists

and have also said a deal to reopen consulates in
Chengdu and Houston shuttered in a diplomatic
dispute in 2020 could help improve the mood. The
Biden administration has said, however, that a deal
on the consulates was not being discussed ahead
of the meeting. A spokesperson for the White on
House National Security Council said last week
that the planned meeting was part of U.S. efforts
to responsibly manage the competition with China
and not about seeking specific deliverables.

London, Agency.

Johnson attended a world leaders' summit
that kicked off the United Nations climate
conference in Glasgow last week, and will
return to the Scottish city Wednesday. British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson is heading
back to COP26 to press negotiators from
around the world to “turn promises into
action” in the summit’s closing days. Johnson
attended a world leaders’ summit that kicked
off the United Nations climate conference
in Glasgow last week, and will return to
the Scottish city Wednesday. So far the
conference has produced headline-grabbing
announcements in areas including ending
coal power, funding green technology and
reversing deforestation. But the almost 200
nations attending remain far from sealing a
deal that could limit global warming to the
internationally agreed goal of 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above pre-
industrial levels. Johnson'’s office says issues
still being hammered out include “a common
time frame for national
emissions
methodology for countries to report on their
climate action”
used to hold countries to their commitments.
There is also an unkept promise from rich

commitments

reductions and agreed

mechanisms that can be

climate change

f bl

officials, negotiators

the talks could stretch on longer.

nations to give more money to the countries
most vulnerable to climate change often
developing nations that have done least to
cause it. Johnson, along with UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres, will meet with
government
civil society groups in an attempt to inject
momentum into the talks. Johnson said
“is bigger than any one
country and it is time for nations to put aside
differences and come together for our planet
and our people. We need to pull out all the
stops if we’re going to keep 1.5C within our
grasp.” COP26 is due to end Friday, though

and
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Sooryavanshi crosses Rs 100-cr mark
at the box office, Rajkummar

ENTERTAINMENT

Rao-Patralekhaa set to marry

»

g . Mumbai, Agency.

Shri
Rajkummar Rao and Patralekhaa are all
set to tie the knot. The couple has been

tight-lipped about their marriage.
The wedding season is set to begin
in all seriousness in Bollywood.
Starting the trend of celebrity
weddings are Rajkummar
Rao and Patralekhaa.
Sources close to the
actors have confirmed to
indianexpress.com that they will indeed be tying

by
the knot in a destination wedding. Rajkummar and

Patralekha have been tight-lipped about their took to her social media
wedding. As per reports, Ranbir Kapoor-Alia platforms and recognised
Bhatt, Katrina Kaif-Vicky Kaushal, Ankita Hajabba’s  contribution to

Lokhande-Vicky Jain will also be getting
married soon. However, the couples
have maintained silence about their
nuptials. The couple is expected to
make a statement on Thursday. Bride
to be Patralekhaa shared a beautiful
video of herself on Wednesday.
“Sunshine,” she captioned the photos
as she shared sunkissed photos of
herself. Farah Khan appreciated the
photos. The song Kusu Kusu from
the film Satyameva Jayate 2 has
also released, and it features Nora
Fatehi. Sung by Zahrah Khan and
Dev Negi, with music by Tanishk

Bagchi, the song sees Nora
dancing among flames, while
John Abraham watches -

moodily from a corner, as
he appears to be on
one of his missions.
The lyrics have
been written
by Tanishk.

’

Malala Yousafzai announces wedding, Priyanka
Chopra and Katrina Kaif call her an ‘absolute vision’

ET T T ]
Wl g

New Delhi, Agency.

Pakistani activist for female education Malala
Yousafzai got married in Birmingham. She shared
photos of her wedding on social media, which
drew reactions from Priyanka Chopra and Katrina
Kaif. Nobel Peace Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai
announced her wedding to Asser Malik on Tuesday.
Sharing photos of the ceremony on social media,
she wrote, “Asser and I tied the knot to be partners
for life” The Pakistani activist got married in
Birmingham. After Malala shared the news, actor
Priyanka Chopra congratulated her and sent good
wishes. Re-posting a picture of the newlyweds,
Priyanka wrote on Instagram, “Congratulations @
malala Wishing you so much joy and happiness...”
The actor praised Malala’s wedding look, and
added, “You are an absolute vision.” Actors Katrina
Kaif and Reese Witherspoon, as well as YouTuber
Lilly Singh, also wished Malala on social media.
“Congratulations on this wonderful moment!”
Witherspoon commented on her Instagram post.
“Congratulations,” wrote Katrina. Lilly added,
“Congrats!!!!” with a bunch of heart emojis.
Alongside pictures of her wedding, Malala had

Earlier this year, Malala told Vogue magazine that
she was not sure if she would ever marry. “I still
don’t understand why people have to get married.
If you want to have a person in your life, why do
you have to sign marriage papers, why can’t it just
be a partnership?” she was quoted as saying.

written in her Instagram post, “Today marks a
precious day in my life. Asser and I tied the knot
to be partners for life. We celebrated a small
nikkah ceremony at home in Birmingham with
our families. Please send us your prayers. We are
excited to walk together for the journey ahead.”

From a fruit seller to educationist: Padma
awardee
extraordinary story of gritand resilience
was applauded by Anushka Sharma.
Actor Anushka Sharma has lauded
the efforts of social worker Harekala
Hajabba who was awarded the
Padma Shri
of India Ram Nath Kovind on
Monday. The 68-year-old fruit
seller was awarded for bringing
a revolution in rural education

village. Anushka, on Tuesday

the society. Hajabba is an
orange vendor in Mangaluru,
a  coastal

no schools in his village. He
sold oranges to support his
family. An incident changed
his life. When he could not
understand
asking him in English how

Harekala Hajabba's

by the President

building a school in his -

district  of
Karnataka. Born in a poor
family, he had no access to
education as there were

two foreigners

much the oranges cost, he
realised the importance
of formal education.
Hajabba vowed that
kids belonging to his
village will receive the
education he never
got. He started saving
a part of his earnings
for the construction of
a school in his village.
It took his years but by

Mumbai, Agency.

Anushka Sharma applauds Padma Shri awardee Harekala
Hajabba, a fruit seller who built a school in his village

Mumbai, Agency.

2000, Hajabba’'s dream came to fruition as he started
a school with some 20 students in a building attached
to a mosque. He requested for help from politicians,
celebrities and businessmen. His efforts were
highlighted in the local media and he got a Rs 5 lakh
cash award. Finally, a school was built on 1.5 acres of
land where more than 100 underprivileged students
are studying from Classes 1 to 10. His efforts of
three decades were applauded as Harekala Hajabba
received Padma Shri on Monday. Film personalities
Kangana Ranaut, Karan Johar, Ekta Kapoor, Adnan
Sami and SP Balasubrahmanyam were also honoured
with Padma awards. Anushka herself is an animal
right activist and has raised her voice for the cause
on various occasions. The actor, and her husband,
cricketer Virat Kohli run an animal shelter in Mumbai.
The two had also made efforts to raise funds to help
Covid-19 victims. The two had also contributed funds
for their charity. On the work front Anushka was last
seen in front of the screen in the 2018 Aanand L Rai
film Zero. Since then, she has not announced any
film as an actor. However, her production company
Clean Slate Filmz has been behind some popular OTT
projects like Amazon Prime Video’s Paatal Lok and
Netflix’s Bulbbul. Her next production Qala for Netflix
marks the debut of late actor Irrfan Khan's son Babil
Khan. She is also producing Sakshi Tanwar starrer
Mai, which will also premiere on Netflix.

" Satyameva Jayate 2 song Kusu Kusu :
Nora Fatehi is on fire and that’s about it

Satyameva Jayate 2 song Kusu Kusu: We expect the Nora Fatehi song to sink into the
congealed mass of similar-sounding numbers with the tune that gives you deja vu.
Nora, as always, is scinitllating. The song Kusu Kusu from the film Satyameva Jayate
2 has just dropped, and it features Nora Fatehi. Sung by Zahrah Khan and Dev Negi,
with music by Tanishk Bagchi, the song sees Nora dancing among flames, while John
Abraham watches moodily from a corner, as he appears to be on one of his missions.
The lyrics have been written by Tanishk. While Nora’s moves are scintillating as usual,
the song isn’t catchy. We expect it to sink into the congealed mass of similar-sounding
numbers with identical tunes that makes one feel as if they’ve heard this all before, just
with different lyrics and a marginally different notes. Yet, it would be interesting to see
where this song fits in the vigilante drama, featuring John in the lead. In the first film,
John plays the role of a vigilante, who is determined to weed out corruption in society,
on his own terms. His methods are not exactly conventional, and this lands him in trouble
with his own brother, played by Manoj Bajpayee. Satyameva Jayate 2 is a vigilante action
drama, following on the heels of the 2018 film. Also starring Anup Soni, Harsh Chhaya,

Gautami Kapoor and others, the film marks the acting comeback of Divya Khosla Kumar. John

will be seen in a triple role as he essays the role of father and two sons who are on the opposite
sides of the ideological divide. Satyameva Jayate 2 will release on November 25, 2021.

Sooryavanshi box office Day 5 : Akshay Kumar
film earns Rs 102.81 cr, eyes massive total

New Delhi, Agency.

Sooryavanshi box office collection Day
5: Akshay Kumar and Katrina Kaif's film
crosses the Rs 100 crore mark, bringing
its collection to Rs 102.81 crore. Rohit
Shetty’s Sooryavanshi has achieved a
new milestone. The film, starring Akshay
Kumar and Katrina Kaif, has crossed Rs
100 crore, becoming the first film since
2018’s Tanhaji to do so. After a bumper
opening weekend, Sooryavanshi earned
Rs 11.2 crore on its fifth day, bringing its
total collection to Rs 102.81 crore in India
itself. Trade analyst Taran Adarsh tweeted
the figures and wrote, “#Sooryavanshi is
NOT OUT... Continues to attract substantial
footfalls even on weekdays, especially in
#Maharashtra and #Gujarat... Eyes X 120
cr [+/-] total in *Week 1*... Fri 26.29 cr,
Sat 23.85 cr, Sun 26.94 cr, Mon 14.51 cr,
Tue 11.22 cr. Total: X 102.81 cr. #India”
Sooryavanshi is going strong in overseas
market too. “SOORYAVANSHI’ OVERSEAS:
4-DAY TOTALX 28 CR...Day 1: $ 1.08 mn Day
2:$1.15 mn Day 3: $ 1.06 mn Day 4: $ 480k
Total: $ 3.78 million [X 28.01 cr],” Adarsh
tweeted. The film became the first big Hindi

film to release exclusively in theatres, ever
since the coronavirus pandemic began in
March 2020. The film was originally meant
for a theatrical release in March 2020 but
was postponed as soon as the lockdown
was announced. Sooryavanshi released on
November 5, a day after Diwali. Directed by
Shetty, Sooryavanshi is the fourth iteration
in the cop universe. Apart from Akshay
playing a police officer, the film also had
cameos from Ajay Devgn’s Singham and
Ranveer Singh’s Simmba. The officers come
together to foil a terror plot in Mumbai.
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CAPITAL FINVEST LIMITED

CIN : LE7T120DL1983PLCO16575
Regd (,lﬂ I(I(IZ ARLJI‘J.\M HAL 19 BARN\HAMBA R()AD I'.IE I:ELHI 110{1(11

. Web :
feeat T SR TYE 19 feda RIGHIG, Xell, TGS, IRGYR, ROICAN o, I 9 4 Aarel Wi -
01670 ;1—.% 1829 1500 v il ( ) RIS, : Qﬂ Frﬁmm (@"Fﬁ) A STATEMENT OF UNAUDI'I‘ED FINANCIAL RESI.IL'I’S FOR THE
01664 | 7 fecet 23:15 | e W@ 17:30 | o a3l ot (RRG) | SFQR Hgd, TR SR, U, 6 <A1 IR W, AR, 3RT U4 SRR I Sl # R g & faams QUARTER ENDED SEPTEMBER 30,2021 . 11 Lakh)
5 5 Rl T o € © g s Particulars QUARTER ENDED
: AT , , T, TR, TS, TR, AR TR, WA W, B, EAR . ; N (¥
01662 | o e o | 110) ST R | 10| o o (i) | e, e o, 49 3 o, e o o v e | T T S w1 om0zt |08 102t 3032020
: : ! ! ! ! : TR H HE ek o yegq |[T [Total Income from Operations 2274 275 0.12
ot Yornfat o fer R e & R 5 e R Yoyl § daet st Aol @ R @ suer 2| gafg Al @ gy R A vEd A @ o | K W B TER F e T |7 [NelPro 7o beforoa oefore | 1328 ®99) BT
IS /NPT 319y IRFAT BRal of | YRS H TS ¥ Dacd S IS Bl & TWehid IR o1 &) Aqafa 2f s ura amxfarg fewe gt LTRSS HEfhel U8 TeH |5 TRerprofty {Loss) for the period 13.29 (6.93) @1
Q’ghﬁ:[@]:[ before tax after Exceptional/
Aie: Yamfear R Yad Ryl W) "rfue g8 9 dfegeE anfe afya ' _ :"":_"r:'”f{fa"’”)‘:’ E— S —EE—T
. . . . . et Profit / (Loss) for the period a . . .
dIfds—19 ¥ Hefta =9 v9 o WaR & 9l el ik wdft wreenfar &1 greq s e 2@ tax (after Excosptional[Extraordinary
itemns)
a—qﬂé}nﬁ 3]?1 W 5 |Total Comprehensive Income for the
bt % ﬁ ° g % ) Ih 7 period(Comprising profit /Loss for the
S SIMeRN ® oIy Yd¥ee Beudiss 9. 139 UX period (after tax) and other
§ g comprehensive income(after tax)
& IS B AT XA BT AaWIGE . W ! 6 |Equily Share Capital 200 200 200
https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in 3121dT NTES App G | y Ic ? 7 | Reserve (Excluding Revaluation . E
%f TI'§ | TR Eﬁf s Eﬁ Reserves) as shown in the Audited
mﬁ a?r ﬁaT -ﬁ-. a} rer — . N Balance Sheet of previous year
) BRE w & v 7 el o fore O o Se 21 | Eaming Per Share( Face Value of
Rs. 10/- each )(for continuing and
discontinued operations)
GENESIS DEVELOPERS AND HOLDINGS LIMITED ALSTONE TEXTILES (|ND|A) LIMITED a) Basic 0.66 -0.35 -0.48
CIN:L67190DL1995PLC069768 CIN:L65929DL1985PLC021037 b) Diluted 0.66 -0.35 -0.46
Regd. Off: R-815 NEW RAJINDER NAGAR NEW DELHI 110060 Regd. Off: R-815 NEW RAJINDER NAGAR NEW DELHI North East DL 110060 IN Note:
Email Id: genesislimited1995@gmail.com, Website:ww: P Idings.com Corporate Off: 47/18, Basement Ra]endra Place Metro Station New Delhl 110060 The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly / Annual
Ph: 011-25753857 Email Id- al I.com, ite- www.al in financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange under regulation 33 of
E— SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
Unaudited Financial Result for the Quarter and half year Ended 30.09.2021 Unaudited Financial Result for the Quarter and Half year Ended on 30.09.2021 2015. The full format of the quarterly financial results are available on
(2 IN LACS EXCEPT EPS) . s ,
[T IN LACS EXCEPT EPS) Tor the Same the website of the Stock Exchange at www.msei.in and on Company's
For| For the Same For the Current year For the Half year Previous year For the Previous website www.capfin.in
For the Current year | o pyq1¢ year ended :rev::ussyear For the Previous Quarter Ended ended "’ Quarter EZded year Ended pr For cap“al Finvest Limited
Quarter Ended Quarter Ended year Ended S.NO. Particulars 01.07.2021 01.04.2021 01.07.2020 01.04.2020 Sdf.
S.NO. Particul .07. .07. .04, to to to to . .
artieuars o 0102021 o .0?(.)2021 - o:ozozo o 0‘:02020 30.09.2021 30.09.2021 30.09.2020 31.03.2021 Rattan s"llghan'a
30.09.2021 30.09.2021 30.09.2020 31.03.2021 0 0 ) 0 Place: New Delhi Whole Time Director
0 0 0 0 Unaudi i Unaud Audited Date: 10.11.2021 DIN: 00147685
Unaudited unaudited Unaudited Audited 1 |Total Income from operation
1 [Total Income from operation - - - 41 Sci<s éaa'
2 [Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception -5.65 -6.04 -0.69 -8.77 -
2 |Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.171) items g—ﬁﬁﬂT (s‘—uirfqﬁe) Tﬁ HIEgH ﬁ ﬁlﬁﬂ 3MHAT
items 3 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period bef ft i 5.65 -6.04 -0.69 877 . . . .
3 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.171) itr:tes;o "/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception fforRaa Eb"l'éf ® fory aRs Aear fidr/1Il, ST Yed, fleell #ea A
itmes) . - . 4 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception -5.65 -6.04 -0.69 -8.77 g_ o1 STHAT |
4 il\tlr:tez;oflt/ Loss for the period after tax (after exception (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.171) itmes) P [ p—— IRS et ANTTT—II D SIRPR & 7 ﬁc_vﬁ :I'a‘ Rl
5 [Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period -5.65 -6.04 -0.69 -8.77 - ﬁgﬁ .
5 |Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period (2.54) (2.94) (2.04) (4.17) [comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other EINCIE e # € A W EURISECICIN Ené
[comprising profit/ loss for the period (after tax) and other comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)] =N NI BT et BT HrY |
comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)] 6 |Paid ity sh. ital 1,274.80 1,274.80 1,274.80 1,274.80
6 |Paid up equity share capital 816.52 816.52 816.52 816.52 21d up equity share capita 2|®rd B g |Rs. 1,96,97,605.13 (7@ F B2 EEICIESNIECERIN
7 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) after exception item (0.04) (0.05) (0.005) (0.069) KKINGE (wni) ©: 4l U iR ARE Y W)
7 |Earning per share (of Rs. 10/- each) after exception item (0.03) (0.04) (0.025) (0.05) Basic & Diluted
Basic & Diluted 3| qar=r ¥ (Wud)| Rs. 0
Note
Note 1. The above unaudited standalone financial results for the quarter and half year ended on 4| FrfaaT gu= @1 e (Bd) Rs.0.00
1. The above unaudited standalone financial results for the quarter ended September 30, septem ber 30, 2021 were reviewed by the Audit Committee at the meeting and rfaar
2021 iewed by the Audit Committee at the meeting and d by the Board d by the Board of Di d tak d at th ing held 5 il srega o site 03.12.2021 P 15:00 T |
1 were reviewed by the Audit Committee at the meeting and approved by the Boar approved by the Board of Directors and taken on record at the meeting held on P wled @ [f sl aie
of Directors and taken on record at the meeting held on November 10, 2021. November 10, 2021. - -
. . . . . . 6|dedrge faaver wel ffaer Wl | fHfag www.ireps.gov.in JEuITSE
. . . . . . 2. The above is an extract of Unaudited Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges PT QT RO T o qbT 2 | R U |
2. Thg above 1]saa}n eXtraCft c}’lf UnaUdm’?d _Fmari)cll_al R_eSUMS f:jbd With the Smdf Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
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